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Appendix 7: Examples of vegetation quality assessment life forms

Trees

Canopy Tree

Canopy species that reaches ≥ 80% of EVC
benchmark tree height – see EVC benchmark
description.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Understorey Tree or Large Shrub (T)

Single-stemmed woody plant > 5 m tall that
does not form part of tree canopy.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Mallee Tree (MT)

Multi-stemmed woody plant > 3 m tall. Can
be a canopy tree or an understorey life form
that does not form part of tree canopy.

© Viridans Pty Ltd
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Appendix 7: Examples of vegetation quality assessment life forms

Shrubs

Medium Shrub (MS)

Woody plant between 1 m and 5 m tall.

© Viridans Pty Ltd Small Shrub (SS)

Woody plant between 0.2 m and 1 m tall.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Prostrate Shrub (PS)
Prostrate or trailing woody plant ≤ 20 cm tall.

© Viridans Pty Ltd
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Appendix 7: Examples of vegetation quality assessment life forms

Herbs

Medium Herb (MH)

Non-woody, non-grass like plant
between 5 cm and 50 cm tall.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Small or Prostrate  Herb (SH)
Non-woody, non-grass like plant
≤ 5 cm tall.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Large Herb (LH)

Non-woody, non-grass like plant
> 50 cm tall.

© Viridans Pty. Ltd.
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Appendix 7: Examples of vegetation quality assessment life forms

Graminoids

Tiny Tufted Graminoid (TTG)

‘Tussock’ grass or grass-like plant
≤ 10 cm tall.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Large Non-tufted Graminoid (LNG)

‘Non-tussock’ grass or grass-like plant
> 1 m tall.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Medium to Tiny Non-tufted
Graminoid (MNG)

‘Non-tussock’ grass or grass-like plant,
≤ 1 m tall.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Large Tufted Graminoid (LTG)

‘Tussock’ grass or grass-like plant
> 1 m tall.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Medium to Small Tufted Graminoid
(MTG)

‘Tussock’ grass or grass-like plant
between 10 cm and 1 m tall.

© Viridans Pty Ltd
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Appendix 7: Examples of vegetation quality assessment life forms

Other life forms

Ground Fern (GF)

Tufted and rhizomatous (non-trunked) ferns.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Tree Fern or Palm (TF)

Trunked ferns and palms.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Hummock Grass (HG)

Arid zone tussock grass that forms a ‘ring’
over time.

© DSE
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Appendix 7: Examples of vegetation quality assessment life forms

Other life forms

Epiphyte (EP)

Plant growing entirely upon another plant
(roots not in the ground or water).

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Scrambler or Climber (SC)

Woody or non-woody plants with climbing or
scrambling habit.

© Viridans Pty Ltd

Soil Crust (S/C)

Non-vascular plants forming a hard crust on
soil surface (no observable vertical height).

© DSE

Mosses, Lichens & Liverworts (BL)

Non-vascular plants with observable vertical
height.

© DSE
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Appendix 9: Worked example of a Vegetation Quality Field Assessment 
Sheet 
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