
Allium gooddingii GOODDING’S ONION, GOODDING ONION

Liliaceae (Lily Family)

Phenology:  flowering July to August.

Management Responsibility:  USFS (Coronado NF, Apache-Sitgreaves 
NF), Navajo Nation, White Mountain Apache Tribe.

Similar Species:  distinguished from other species of onions within its 
range by its broad, flat, rather blunt leaves, its bulbs on thick iris-like 
rhizomes, and its thick bulb coat of persistent parallel fibers.

Note:  palatable to livestock; heavily browsed when accessible.  Habitat 
modification by removal of tree canopy may cause drying of site and loss 
of plants.

Reference:  USFWS and USFS, 1997.  

Herbaceous perennial

bulb elongate, 1 cm 

thick, terminating in a 

thick, iris-like rhizome

outer bulb coats 

veined with parallel, 

not net-like, fibers

leaves obtuse, flat, 

strap-like 12-30 cm 

long, 8 mm wide

flowers purplish-pink, 

1 cm wide; 6 petals, 

arranged in an umbel 

of about 20 flowers

flower stalk erect, 

longer than the 

leaves, up to 45 

cm long



Habitat:  in 
spruce-fir forests 

and mixed conifer 
forests in moist, 

shady canyon 
bottoms and north-

facing slopes, 
7,500-11,250 ft 
(2285-3430 m) 

elevation.

Range:  White Mountains, 
Santa Catalina Mountains, 
and Chuska Mountains; also 
found in New Mexico.
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