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PREFACE .

I AM not quite sure that a preface is needed , and yet
it is a duty to acknowledge my indebtedness to

those who have so kindly assisted m e in various ways in
rendering THE WA Y ABOUT CAMBRIDGESHIRE” as com
plete as possible .

My special thanks are due to Professor Bonney and
Professor Babington for the ir notes on the geology and
flora Of the coun ty ; to Mr. G . H . Miller for Fenland
notes , for particulars of Ely Cathedral and permission
to. photograph ; to the Very Reverend the Dean of Ely,

and to P rofessor Hum phrey for particulars of Cambridge
town .

Ancien t records have been hunted up for the interest
ing facts pertaining to bygone history , Church registers
and black letter volumes have been studied , so that our
Way About” m ay be in a m easure com plete . Above
all

, the county has been travelled over by road , rail , and
river , m ost of the towns and villages visited , local
authorities personally consulted as to the present
condition of things , and inform ation gathered likely to
be of u se to those who may de sire to travel within the
coun ty lim its . Superfluous de scription has been avoided ,
leaving very much for the student to hun t up . I have
merely described the leading features , om itting all

historical detail which may be gained elsewhere .

My residence in Cambridgeshire , and journ eyings oft
in all directions , convinced m e that in this little known
county there was mu ch to in terest the tourist , who only
needed an indication of, and information on , the places
worth visiting an d seeing to enable him to g et about
quickly and cheaply without loss of time , or an un

necessary expenditure of money .

The photographs in these pages are selected from a
large num ber taken specially by myself and friends— to
the latter my thanks are dUe , especially to Mr . A . P .

Wire , ‘

of Leytons
'

ton e , who , on this as on a former
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occasion , has rendered m e most valuable assi stance
With camera and pen .

It should be understood that our Way About i s not
an exhaustive history of Cambridgeshire—it simply aims
to aid and assist the tourist in travell ing through the
county on wheel or on foot , and in pointing out the

beauties of the district which , in m any particulars , are
quite unique with its

Vast pla ins , and lowly cot tage s forlorn ,

Rounded abou t by the low wavering sky .
Whilst in the old churche s and noble bu ildings of a by
gone ag e the visitor , entering into the spirit of the

s cene s , will often see

Vision s of the day depa rted shadowing phan tom s fill his brain ,

The y who live in history on ly will seem to wa lk this earth aga in .

So that a holiday spent in the shire will prove of real
ben efit , both to body and mind , sending the tired work er
back to his accustom ed haunts in town or city to take
up the “ burden of life again” with renewed hope and
vigour , making this hum drum existence of ours after
all a life worth living , and at the same time increasing
his pride in our i sland hom e , and in those who have
l ived and died in the ages long ago , as recorded in village
church and an cien t cathedral m in ster .

GEORGE D AY .



CHAPTER I .

GEN ERAL REMARKS .

N a book upon the subject , written a few years
sin ce , we find the following :
Cam bridgeshire , as a district , i s com m only supposed

to presen t few attractions to the tourist . It does n ot

posse ss the natural features which are the charm of

m any coun ties— it has no sea coast , no high hills , and
is , com paratively speaking , treeless , fernless , and fl ower
le ss . The first im pression ,

therefore , produ ced upon
the Wayfarer by the scenery is on e of baren ess and
de solation .

”

Su ch is the description given of the shire . Were this
correct , there would certainly be no n eed for a \Vay
About ” volum e ; but ere we write “ Fin i s ” to ou r

book we trust a differen t opin ion will be form ed . It is
an axiom that charm lie s in variety . and no two coun ties
of England are alike . Cam bridgeshire differs from all
others , and, to our m ind , possesses charm s and attrac

tion s positively unique .

True , there is no rolling sea with its ever -changin g
m oods , or lofty m ountain s upon which rest etern al
snow , but there are fen lands , and what i s known as the
Great Level of the Fens contains the richest soil in
England , and is as m uch the product of art and the

result of unrem itting labour as the kingdom of Holland .

Generations of workers , skill ed and otherwise , have
de signed and laboured in e mbanking and draining , and
to-day cthe work is preserved for culture and h abitation
on ly by the con tinued watchfulness of innum erable
hosts of workers .
The stupendous work of draining this district will

e ver rem ain as one of the greate st achievem en ts of
!engin eering skill . This is fully de scribed in Vol . I . of

Sm iles
’

s
“ Live s of the Engineers .”

The tourist who en ters this locality for the first tim e

w ill be struck with the profound stillness on all sides ,
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and he will see and feel something of the loneliness of
the fens , but this does not by any means signify dreari
ness , for, as the poet sings

There is a rapture on the lonely shore ,
There is socie t y where none in trudes ."

It is so in reference to this district ; the prospect
stretches away , and appears alm ost boundle ss . ° I t i s
as a sea Without a ripp le verdant in various hues of

living green . There i s no rustling of trees in the

sum mer air , for where peat predom inates tree s grow
not, instead of which are grass and rushes . At certain
seasons the gathering of the sedge crOp i s an interesting
sight , and well worth going for to see .

”

Summer and autumn are m ost delightful corn grows
in abundance ; well - stocked orchards , seed farm s , and
pasture -lands such as are seen in no other shire m eet
the eye ; whilst the brilliancy of the sky , the clearness
of the air , the wonderful colours Of the clouds , and ,
above all , the gorgeous sun sets—visible in no other
county than Cam bridgeshire—are fam ed far and wide ,
and are not surpassed anywhere in England .

As to the great fen district, j ustice cannot be done to it
in cold print . It was here that the love of natural history
was developed in that charming writer and eloquent
preacher , Charles Kingsley . The effect upon his mind
of the flat scenery and the wide sweep of horizon , of the
wonderful meres hidden in mist , or suffused with the
afterglow Of the setting sun , was never forgotten , and
in more than on e of his books they are fully described .

They have a beauty of their own , these great fens ,
a beauty as of the sea , of boundless expanse and
freedom ; overhead the arch of heaven spreads more
ample than elsewhere , and that mighty vastness gives
such cloudlands , such sunrises , such sunsets , as are

wonderful to behold .

He tells us in glowing language of the shining meres ,
the golden reed beds , the countless waterfowl , the
strange and gaudy insects ; the wild nature , the

mystery , the majesty were there , which haun ted the
deep fen for many hundred years , for grand enough it
was—white , dark green alders and pale green reeds
stretched for m iles round broad lagoons , where the coot
clanked , and the bittern boomed , and the sedge bird ,
not content with its own sweet song , mocked the notes
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of all the birds around ; while high overhead hovered ,
m otion less , hawk beyond hawk , buzzard beyon d bu zzard ,
kite beyond kite , as far as the eye could see .

Far off, upon the silver m eres , would rise a puff of
sm oke from a pun t

,
invisible from its flatness and

white paint .
Then down with the win d com es the boom of the

great stanchion gun , and after that sound another louder
as it neared—a cry as of all the bells of Cambridge and
all the hounds of Cottesm ere ; and overhead rush and
whirl

,
a skein of tangled Wildfowl , scream ing , piping ,

clacking , croaking , fillin g the air with the hoarse rattle
of their Wings , while clear above a ll sounds the shrill
whistle of the curlew and the trum pet note of the

wild swan .

Such is the word -picture of the fens painted by the
master hand of Charles Kingsley . Owing to recent
im provements and extensive workings , things are not

qu ite the sam e to-day as then , but though change has
crept over the scene , there i s much still left that adds a
charm to this , alas !too little known district , which still
waits the advent of the tourist , and to the lover Of

nature a visit then ce will be full of a series Of

m arvellous surprises .
Another great attraction for visitors is the m agn ificent
roads runn ing in every direction ,

n early all of which
are level and good , in every way su ited for cyclists and
pedestrian s . Railway com m un ication is excellent and
facilities for water travel from distan t places add
a ddition al charm s for the touri st , so that every part of
the county may be visited at the smallest possible
expense .



CHAPTER II .

S ITUAT ION .

HE county of Cambridgeshire is entirely inland ,
although its north -eastern portion reaches to

within a few mile s of the sea .

Its length from north to south is fifty-one miles , and
its greate st breadth thirty -two m iles , but , owing to its
shape at Ely, the breadth of the county is only fifteen
mile s .
The coun ty con tain s acres , and may be

divided in to two divisions—the Isle of E ly in the

marshlands , and Cam bridgeshire proper . Its area is
820 square m iles . This contains seven teen hundreds ,
with a single city (Ely) , a county town (Cambridge) ,
and severa l market towns , viz . , VVisbech , March ,
Thorney , Linton , Chatteris , Soham , and Whittlesea .

Newm arket i s partly in Suffolk , and Royston partly
in Hertfordshire .

I n the county there are one hundred and sixty - seven
parishes and two m unicipal boroughs—Cam bridge and
Wisbech . The whole county is in the diocese of Ely .

The hundreds of Ely—VVisbech and Witchford—with
the borough of Wisbech , form the liberty of the

Isle of Ely.

As to the term “ hundred applied to the division of

a county , the m eaning given by an authority is as
follows

Hu ndred/u s con tin et cen tum . vi llas . Brom pt 956 .

The term villa in Bede i s rendered by the old Saxon
translator tu n e (town ) , and included not only the

mansion of the owner , but the cottages of the tenants ,
as of the slaves who cultivated it .”

The extent of the Saxon hundred, as of the Roman
cen turici , greatly varied , as it can easily be imagin ed
that in the course of tim e , among a rude and barbarous
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people , their lim its would often be altered by divisions or
annexations from various cause s . Hen ce we find that
the size of hundreds greatly

“

Varies , as also the num ber
of m anors a hundre d conta ins .
The real origin is apparen t . The cen tu '

rz
'

a was an
assignm ent of land con taining from fifty to two hundred
and fifty ju g era ,

which answers to the Saxon hide

or ploughland ; that is , sufficient land to support a
plough , or, . in other words , a ' ploughm an and his fam ily .

This cen tm 'ia
'

. is so . called from it con tain ing on e

hundred or m ore of the se ju g era . This explanation is
further en forced from the fact that they existed in

Rom an tim e s , and are found not lon g afterwards every
where under the Saxon s without any m ention in

con tem porary history of the time of their institution .

The population of Cambridgeshire in 1891 was
this gives abou t 226 to the square mile . The county is
bounded on the north by Lincoln shire , on the south
by Essex and Hertfordshire , on the east by Norfolk
and Suffolk , and on the west by Northampton and

Hun tingdon .

To the south Of the shire are the fam ous Gog -Magog
Hills , which rise to a height of abou t three hundred feet .
These hills are of great interest , e specially to the

geologist , for here Dame Nature threw this last spur of
the great chalk form a tion that begins in the Russian
Crim ea and ends on this border of the fen flats as her
sign-m anual . These hills are also interesting to the

historical tourist , for here “
the Druids fla shed the ir

sacrificial fires through all the waiting south .

”
The

Rom an cen turion marked it for his eerie , plan ted here
his outcam p Vandlebury, and laid down his bee - lin e
road thence through to his stronghold Cam boritum ,

and onward through m iddle England . Britons and
Saxon s , D anes and Norm ans , Baron s and Ironside s ,
wended their

.

way over this highland track , backward
and forward from the seat of governm ent to this key
stone of the land of liberty .

It was around this spot that Queen Boadicea gathered
her followers , whose wild onslaught very nearly annihi

lated the Rom an legion s . I n the desolate fen s close by
“ Hereward the Wake , the last of the Saxons ” (see
Kingsley) , for seven years held in check all the m ight

,

and m ore than matched the m ilitary craft
,
of the
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Norman William ; and here was founded , at a time so
remote that the memory and records of man run not

to the contrary , that fam ous university known the wide
world over .
The southern portion of the county is crossed by the

old Roman road of I cknield Street , which was also the
road of Iceni . This run s from Newmarket to Royston ,
and by Erm ine Street from Royston to the north -west .
The Via Devana also passed through Cam bridge to
Godmanchester , and another old road ran through Ely
to Cam bridge . These were , of course , in the olden
days . These roads have mostly been diverted , some

even obliterated altogether .
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This layer of greensand is very thin , and especially rich
in fossils .
The Ox ford Clay i s Of great thickne ss , and stretches

away towards Bedford in the valley of the Ouse .

Neocom ian D eposits .
— These rest on the Oxford clay ,

and form an important division , repre sented by the beds
comm on ly known as lower greensand . They are Of a
sandy nature , and can be traced from the well -known
diggings at Potton in Bedfordshire , by Gam lingay ,
Bourn , Dry Drayton , and Oakington to Upware .

Gau lt. —This term i s used by workm en in referring to
any stiff clay , but by geologists it has been adopted as a
nam e for the lowe st mem ber Of the cretaceous serie s
proper . In the vicin ity of Cam bridge there is a bluish
grey clay containing small quantities of iron pyrite s ,
selen ite crystals , and , frequently , phosphatic n odule s .
The Cha lk M ar l m ay be well seen and studied by

visiting the m any coprolite workings which occur for a
con siderable di stance from Soham to Hitchin .

Of the Tertiary F orm a tion s , such as Lon don clay , and
the crag as found in the adjoin ing coun ties of Suffolk
and Essex , there i s no trace in all Cam bridgeshire .

The Bou lder Clay laps over the chalk hills and

stretches along the high ground lying between the

valleys of the Cam and Ouse . This is very extensive to
the west of the town of Cambridge .

P la ton ic or Hill Gravels .
—Caps Barrin gton Hills ,

Gog -Magog Hills , Copley Hill , and others: In this
deposit m ay be found fl ints, lias , and various rocks .
F in e Gra vel i s com m on along the course of the river
above Cambridge , in which have been foun d bone s of
hippopotamus , rhinoceros , elephan t , lion , hyena , etc . ;

al so horns bearing evidence of prim eval handiwork .

Of the F en Beds much m ight be
’

said . The lowest of
these are gravels Of m arine origin , Of which large
portions may be found at March , Whittlesea , and
Chatteris .
P ea t occupie s a large area ; this rests upon the gravel .
It is largely dug for fuel around Ely, which place contain s
as many as five buried fore sts , on which stools and trunks
of large trees are found . This form ation may be easily
distinguished by its blackness and level surface , and in
havin g no hedgerows .
Traces of prehistoric man have not been wanting in
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this most interesting of English Shires . Relics of the

old stone ag e , new stone ag e , bronze ag e , and iron ag e

have been unearthed at various times and places .
Palaeolithic implem ents have been found in the gravel
at Barnwell , Chesterton , Observatory Hill (Cam bridge) ,
and other places , and neolithic tools , such as celts ,
arrow -heads , flakes , etc . ,

have been found at Burwell
F en , Ely, Coton , etc .

These notes on the geology of Cam bridgeshire have
been of necessity brief . F or a fu ll account the visitor
should consul t the excellent work written by Professor
Bonn ey , of St . John ’ s College , entitled “ Geology of

Cam bridgeshire .

BOTANY .

Referring to the botany Of the fens , it is c learly
evident that it has undergone a very destructive change .

With the altered condition s and positions of the rivers
and stream s , m any of the m ost interesting and
characteristic plan ts have di sappeared , or have becom e

so exceedingly rare that to find a specimen once
com m on is looked upon tod ay as a pleasure . With the
exception of Wicken , there is scarcely a spot in which
the ancient vegetation con tinues . Water plants have
not suffered to the same extent as plan ts which grow on

land , but even these are becoming m ore or less scarce
than form erly .

The botanist will find his best hunting grounds as
follows : Round abou t Gam lingay ; here was at on e tim e

a broad , sandy heath and quaking bogs . The heath has
been en closed and the bogs drained , which , of course ,
have destroyed m uch vegetation , but m any of the

old habitats m ay, however , be found by diligen t search .

Near the eastern border of the coun ty is a sm all
sandy district ; this run s in to Suffolk and Norfolk , and
includes the village of Chippenham , round about which
m any characteristic plants m ay be found , such as
Silene a ng lica , M . m in im a , S . otites, Ga llim a ng li

cum , Ap erta in terrup ta , M . Sylvestris, and others .
The district about Wisbech and on the river at Foul

A nchour , near Tydd , presen ts very differen t aspects
botan ically to day from what it did in former years . This
was form erly a salt m arsh , but i s now dry . The soil is
still deposited by the river in the ancien t estuary . F or
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these reasons few marine plants can now be found , and
as the salt marshes are gone

,
the plants peculiar to them

have departed also.

The physical character of the county is not such as to
limit the range of plan ts , but there are a few,

however ,
that appear to have their special districts

,
as m any

plants are known not to grow in the northern part of the
coun ty , others only in the west , and still others that
have their southern limit .

Z OOLOGY .

The fauna of Cam bridgeshire , including the whole of

the fen district , covers a large area , and to write much
on this subject would be out of place here , as it
embraces the rem ains of the past to be found pre served
in the ancient strata , as we ll as the examples of the

present time of no special variety . Li sts have been
made out containing nam es of such specimens of the
marine and terrestrial faunas of the fens as have from
tim e to time been found . These lists in clude the

mention of bear , lion , hippopotam us , rhinoceros ,
elephant , wolf , erm ine , hyena , Irish elk , reindeer , bison ,
Wild boar , mammoth , otter , musk Sheep , lemming ,
marmot , etc .

B I RD S .

Before drainage took place the fen s were the home of

innumerable fowl of all kinds , for at such times , when
the waters were out, the waders and swimm ers lived
unmolested , so that in bygone days the fen district
must have literally swarmed with various species of
birds

,
but now it is the last stronghold of many of the

aquatic kinds .

Writing of bygone days , Stevenson says : “ Fifty
years ago the three species of harriers (buzzards) and
the short-cared , owl were numerous , but as drainage
progressed and land was cultivated , these birds were
driven from their old resorts .”

The marsh barrier went first , then the hen barrier ;
the montagues and the short -eared owl lingered so long as
they could find a breeding place . The ruffs and the

reeves were so numerous that as many as six dozen have
been caught during a single morning . Th e snipe , water
rail , and the spotted crake still , though in reduced
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numbers , frequen t the district for the purpose of

breeding . These birds and a few others were at on e

tim e quite characteristic of fenlan d . The aquatic birds
have left , and land birds have taken their places , for
most of the common varieties are to be foun d every
where .

Formerly a good num ber of those artificial and se

cluded pools called decoys were to be m et with in the
fen district , and it i s not known as to when the first
becam e used . The in vention is put down to the reign of
Jam es I . This m ode of taking wild ducks , mallards ,
teal , widgeon , etc . , appeared at one tim e to have been
most successful , for it is on record that during on e

season no fewer than fowl of various kinds , the
product of ten decoys (five of which were in the parish
of Friskney) , were sent to the London m arket . But the
drainage has entirely altered all this , as the birds are
driven from their breeding resorts , and the bulk of our

Wildfowl nownest on the Continent and in the north and
north -eastern districts of the British Isles .
The list of birds that may be found to-day in
Cam bridge shire i s m uch too long to be given in its
entirety . F or the orn ithologist a very fine collection
wil l be found in the Wisbech Museum . Most of the

specim ens were taken in the n ear neighbourhood , and
it is believed that , considered as a whole , it fully
represents the birds of Cam bridgeshire .

REPT ILES .

Very little can be said upon the subject of reptil es .
The lizard , slow -worm , comm on snake , and viper may
be foun d in their respective quarters ; the latter ,
however , i s tolerably scarce . The common frog , the
edible frog , toad , natter- j ack , and newts of various kinds
are more or less com m on .

ééfl . 1 . A

t a t s



CHAPTER IV .

TH E WATER SYSTEM AND
RIVERS .

HE river systems of the county are nearly obliter

ated by the artificial cuttings . All the water i s
drained into the Wash either by the Nene or the
Ouse , with its tributaries , the Cam (or Granta) and
the Lark .

The upland is watered by the river Ouse and its
branches . The Ouse enters the county on the west
from Huntingdonshire , and passes through to the city
of Ely on the east , proceeding to Downham and the
sea at Lynn in Norfolk above Ely, it takes in the Cam
coming down from Cambridge , where it i s navigable ,
and just above the town it i s j oined by the Rhea from
Hertfordshire and the south -west . B elow the city of
Ely the Ouse receive s the Lark , or Mildenhall River ,
from Suffolk , and the Croft or Welney from the

Norfolk borders .
The Nene , arriving at Peterborough , turns to the

right , the lower part only of this river passing through
the county ; it divides into three channels , which have
been somewhat interfered with by drainage works .
One of these channels i s the Catwater or Shire Drain ,

running between Cam bridgeshire and Northam pton
shire . Another channel is Morton Leam , which passes
south to Wisbech , from which place i t is navigable to
the sea . The third channel is the Old Nene , or
Whittlesea Dyke ; this flows by Whittlesea and March
to the Ouse or Welney at Salter ’ s Love Sluice .

As regards the climate of the county , it i s exceedingly
healthy , as it i s one of the driest in England , the average
rainfall being only twenty -two inche s yearly . Most of
the rain falls with south -west winds ; the driest are

those from the north -east .
In the fen district the conditions of the atmosphere
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are interesting . The m irage m ay frequen tly be seen .

To bring about this phenom enon ,
m oist air , a warm day ,

and the sun low in the sky are necessary . What
is known as the Fen land has characteristics of its own .

It is a great stretch of level coun try , m easuring seven ty
miles in length and thirty in breadth . Not so very long
ago it was left to the flood waters of the rivers which
wandered over it in stream s , until , m oving sluggishly
from poin t to poin t , they at length becam e stagnan t .
Atten tion , however , was directed to the existing state of

things , and an alteration took place—great works were
planned , entered into, and carried out to a successful
i ssue , un til this vast fenland became as it is to-day,
m easuring about acres of rich land fit for

cultivation .

The course of the rivers in Cambridgeshire past differs
somewhat from that of the pre sent , an d although we are

m ore concern ed in the presen t flow of the stream s , it i s
not without interest that we note the an cien t courses .
The Nene , leaving Peterborough , tu rned to the right and
m ade a circuit through Whittlesea , Ug g , and Ramsey
Meres , proceeding by March to Wisbech . At Peter
borough it seem s to have thrown off a branch to join the
Welland near Croyland .

The Great Ouse enters the fens n ear Earith , where it
form erly forked . The other branch of the Ouse is now

called the West Water , and ran from Earith to Benwick ,
where it joined the m ain channel of the Nene . Both
these channels are now nearly , or quite , closed to the
waters of the Ouse , which are carried by the Bedford
rivers in a direct line to - Denver , and reach the sea at
Lynn .

The Cam changes its nam e t use at Harrim ere ,

where it formerly joined that r on its way to

Wisbech , but now extends by way of Ely and

Prickwillow to Denver .
The Little Ouse i s the present chann el of the Great
Ouse from Denver to Lynn .

It will be seen that nearly all the water which
reached the great level found its outlet at Wisbech ,
where form erly the channel was deep enough to afford a
natural drainage to the country , but this outlet soon
becam e choked , and the rivers changed their course , or
were turned aside by artificial mean s .
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The tourist , passing by the Great Eastern Railway
from Ely to March , m ight be surprised at some seasons ,
after heavy rains , in crossing a large stretch of water ,
and he might suppose that the fens were drowned in
spite of all that has been done by m odern enterprise
and skill ; but there i s no need for al arm , for he will
only have passed over a great washland some twenty
miles long from Earith to Denver , and threequarters
broad where the rail crosses , and this washl and , situate
between the Hundred - feet River on the south and the
Old Bedford River on the north , was form ed by
Verm uyden for the purpose of being flooded when the
upland waters came down too fast to be discharged by
the rivers . This wash covers about acres of

ground , and it affords in spring and summer a rich
pasture for large herds of cattle and for horses .

“
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that these m ere s , like most of the i slands , were situated
in the south . Their beds were probably form ed by tidal
waters , and what is m ore likely than that the tidal
curren t m ade a circuit round the south of Ely, scouring
deeper here and there for currents do not smooth their
own chann els .”

Am ong the principal meres were Soham and
Stretham on the south - east of Ely . The form er
gained som e historical note from the fact that King
Knut , wanting to approach Ely to keep the feast of
the Purification , had to cross this lake , then frozen
over , and to en sure safety he em ployed one Brithm er,

a burly , fat fenner , to lead the way , for if the ice

would bear him , the king might in safety follow .

The expedition was succe ssful , and Brithm er was
raised from serfdom to freedom . No doubt the name
was conferred at the same time , as it is so similar to
Bright -mere .

To the we stward lay Benwick , Ram sey , and Ug g
Meres , but greatest of all Whittlesea Mere , e ight
and three -quarter m ile s in circumference , and covering
a surface of acres . This was the largest fresh
water lake in the southern portion of England . Its
banks were studded with reeds , bulrushes , sedge , and

other fenny plants , and its waters were inhabited by an
abundance of fish

, and waterfowl , in coun tless num bers ,
frequented its surface and shores . K uut

’

s f nam e i s
also mentioned in conn ection with this lake , for he and
his queen are said to have been in some peril while
sailin g over its waters , and King

’ s Delph , hard by , i s
historically associated with this even t . As early as
664 A .D . ,

Peterborough had a right of fishery in this
mere . Other religious hou ses also gained a sim ilar
right , such as Ram sey and Thorney Abbeys .
Fishing was extensively practised , and was regulated

by the lord Of the manor of Holm . During the

season of sum mer the mere was the resort of pleasure
seekers ; regattas were held , and other aquatic sports
arranged . During the winter season the district round
was all life , owing to skating contests and the sailing of
ice -boats .
This was all in the olden tim e , and is now but a

mem ory , for Whittlesea has become a thing of the

past
,
and

,
like the other meres , been drained and
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handed over to the care of the husbandm an instead of

the fisherman and with the m ere s may also be classed
the deeps ” in East F en , north of Boston and
east of Stickney Island .

The Great Level of the Fens has been reclaim ed and
drained by the work of successive generations of

engineers , and even now is only preserved for culti
vation and habitation by constant care and watchfulness .
The visitor , on traversing this intere sting coun try

for the first time , may perhaps weary of the monotony
of its scenery , as he views the sm all plantations of

trees , called “ bolts ,
” poplar , ash , and alder , w ith

here and there a windm ill , which serves to break the
lin e of the low horizon .

Field is separated from field , not by hedge but by
ditch , which com m unicates with “ lodes ,

”
or wider

cuttings ; these again fl ow into the natural watercourse s
of the rivers . To the casual traveller all may appear
desolate and drear .

Where none but a Grea t Ea stern tra in de igns to s top ,
Where there'5 no one to pick up and no one to drop"

This may be so at som e seasons Of the year , but see the
land in springtim e and early summ er— it then appears
a veritable paradise . One can only in im agination
picture what the fenland m ust have been a hundred
years ago.

“ Then the level was for miles an unbroken
bed of sedge , with dark green alders and light green
reeds , varied on ly by sal low bushes . Then the whole
place was alive with songs from innum erable birds , and
the clacking of Wildfowl . The swallow - tail butterfly
abounded , and the large copper , in alm ost equal num bers ,
Spread its brilliant wings to the sun . Other exquisite
a nd curious insects were there at hom e , and many an

inhabitant obtained an easy living by netting the ruffs
and reeves in the sum m er tim e , and sn aring the snipe
that abounded during the winter season .

” Such was
fenland in the days of Old. But tod ay the only portion
of the wilderness left us is the wild stretch of sweet
sedge in Wicken F en , which is the one bit of untouched
country remaining . It is only a sm all enclosure ,
but its tall reeds , black peat , and dark watercourses
stagnating through the m idst enable the visitor to
picture the tim e when such was the scene through
out all the miles of the Great Le vel . This sm all area
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serves as a refuge for the last remains of the

characteristic fauna and flora of fenl and , and here it
i s that the entomologist finds his paradi se . The vege

tation chiefly consist s of bog rush , marsh fern , and
meadow thi stle . Marsh milk parsley , sedge , and
meadowsweet also abound , among which the swallow
tail , scarlet tiger , and , on the meadowsweet , the larva
of the Emperor moth feeds .
All visitors desiring to see fenl and pure and simple
should journey to Wicken , starting from Cambridge ,

passing through Waterbeach to Upware , and by crossing
the ferry the inn i s reached with the strange inscription .

This inn stands close to the river .

\VI C KEN FEN .

To see the sun rise i s a sight indeed . To witness
the mists rising over the fens and suddenl y vanish
is a striking sight not soon forgotten .

The wild beauty of Wicken F en i s in strange
contrast to the cultivated land lying around it . Then ,
again

, the work of sedge cutting is here followed .

Thi s i s the remnant of a fen industry , and Wicken
is the only portion of the great di strict in which the
sedge has free growth . At sunrise the sedg ecutters

commence the ir early morning work . Handkerchiefs
are tied over their mouths to protect them from the
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effect of the heavy dew, pieces of stocking are wrapped
round the ir arm s and hands to serve as arm our
against the sharpn ess of the sedge , their waistcoats
are of calf skin , and they wear leathern leggings for
further protection . While everything is wet with the
heavy dew the short broad blade of the scythe tells
effectively . The fenm en of early times were a hardy
and thrifty race , and their descendants have still the
sam e character , for tod ay the fenm an finds his fuel
in the peat , and his kindling in the sedge (which also
serves for the roof of his dwelling) , his fish from the

many stream s , and his meat from the creatures of

OLD COTTAGE , BU RNT FEN .

feather and fur which abound , according to their several
seasons . These also find a ready sale at the markets
far and near .
The scenery between Ely and Littleport is as near
Dutch as can be foun d out of Holland . The river is
banked high on either side , and the form s of the cows
standing here and there outlined against the sky present
a foreign appearance . P roceeding as far as Southery on

the Norfolk border , a beautiful view of fenland can be

obtained . Passing under the old bridge at Littleport ,
the ferry at Southery is soon reached , and a short walk
brings the vi sitor to the village . The view from the old
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mill shows an im mense stretch of country lyin g be low ,

with Southery F en and the adjoining district fruitful in
crops and corn .

This m uch for the visitor who takes delight in the

beautiful in nature ,
but fenland Offers special attractions

FLOOD T I ME I N THE FEN S .

to the historian , a ntiquary , archaeologist , naturalist ,
geologist , and engineer . It can boast of its poets and
heroes— poets of no mean order , and heroes who stand
in the forefront of history .



CHAPTER VI .

A N T I Q U I T I E S .

RELIG IOUS HOU SES , ABBEYS , AND

PRIORIES .

LY ABBEY was foun ded by iEtheldreda in A .D .

673 . She was the first abbess . Her right of rule
over the Isle of Ely was derived from her husband
Tonbert, a. prince of the Gyrvil , or fen people . This
m onastery rose to great im portan ce Of the old

buildings of this first Saxon mon astery , or of the church
that XEtheldreda built in connection with it, not a stone
now rem ains . That it was on the site of the present
buildings there is n o doubt , although it is said she had
com menced at first to build a m ile south of the present
church at a place called Cratendun e , where , accordin g to
a later tradition of Norm an tim es , a church had been
founded in 607 by Ethelbert at the instigation of St .

Augustine .

From this place , however , the building was alm ost at
once removed to the high groun d where the cathedral
now stands . The m onastery passed through m any
vicissitudes , and was heroically defended on many
occasions , but subm itted to the power of Duke William ,

and was chan ged into a bishopric in the year 1109 ,

Hervey being its first prelate , and it shared the fate of

other monastic houses in the reign of Henry VIII . ,

when its revenue am ounted to about per year ,
according to the value of mon ey to-day . Details of this
hi story are recorded by William of Malm esbury in

Gesta lib. iv .
,
184 .

THORNEY.
—This spot was selec ted for the e stablish

ment of a religious house at the time that Wulphere

and his kin wen t to the con secration of the church at
Peterborough , details of which are given in Warner ’ s
Hi story of Thorney Abbey .

” Abbot Sax u lf requested
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of that Mercian king a grant of Thorney , saying ,
There i s an island here which is called A n carig , and
my desire i s that we build a minster there to the glory
of St . Mary , so that these m ay dwell therein who wish
to lead a life of peace and rest .”
Thorney , in common with other monasteries , suffered

during the Danish invasions , but revived in the reign
of Edgar .
Ethelwold, Bishop of Winchester , established himself
at Thorney about 964 , and gain ed posse ssion of lan d
sufficient to m aintain himself and twelve monks . To
effect this , be cleared the land of thorns and bram bles.

The abbey buil dings were of great extent . During the
next hundred and ten years as many as five abbots
ruled the monastery , and in 1082 Goutier was ap
pointed to the Office . He rebuilt the conventual church .

The present church formed the nave of that edifice ,
an d the west front , with towers and spires , was finished
ten years afterwards .
The monastery rem ained down to the dissolution in

the year 1539 , when the abbey site and al l the buildin gs
were granted by Henry VIII . to Lord Russell , subec
quent Earl of Bedford .

One hundred years afterwards the Walloons settled
here , as refugees from the Continent . These folk
were most industrious , and worked well at drain ing
the lowlands , and in raising corn and colza from
which they extracted Oil . Particulars of these interest
ing people can be had from “ The History of Thorney ,
by Warner . The famous “ Thorney Red Book” i s an
ancient manuscript written in red ink , and i s in
possession of the Earl of Westmoreland . Ancient
relics have been discovered , including urns and coins
of Traj an . Further particulars of Thorney, see pag e 136 .

CROWLA ND ABBEY , although not in Cambridgeshire , i s
so near to it that it must be mentioned here , especially
as it i s included in fenland . This abbey was founded in
716 by Ethelbald, in fulfilment of a promise made to one
Guthlac , a hermit . History tells us that this man was
born in 673 . He became a soldier , but very soon after
wards entered a monastery at Repton in Derbyshire .

He afterwards sought more seclusion than monastic life
afforded , so became an anchorite , and was directed to a
solitary uninhabited place in the depth of the fens . It
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all side s except the north and east
,
and that only by

narrow causeways . ” This was so in Camden ’ s day , but
the drainage system has entirely altered the condition of
things in thi s district .
Ethelbald granted the whole of the i sland Of Crowland

to on e K enulph , a monk of Evesham , for the purpose of
supporting a society of monks , exempting it for ever
from all secular paym ents and service .

RAMSEY i s another of the religious houses of the

fens , and was foun ded by St . Oswald and JEthelwin e
of East Anglia in the year 969 . The abbey was
dedicated to SS . Mary and Benedict , and occupied
by Black Monks . It was very richly endowed ; its
annual val ue was about of present money .

This abbey was visited in 1154 by Henry II . , and in
1309 by Queen Isabella . For further details see

“ H istory of Ram sey ,” by Wise .

SPALD ING was another famous house ; it was com

m en ced in 1052 by Thorold , brother of Godiva , and
consisted of a prior and five m onks from Crowland .

Lucia , the heiress of Thorold , was , according to the
record , married to I vo de Talbois, a nephew of the

Conqueror . The refectory of the priory still exists ;
it is divided into several dwellings , called Abbey
Buildings . The privileges of Spalding were granted
to the Convent of Angiers . Lucia appears to have
outlived I vo, and altogether she had three husbands ,
and after the death of Ralph , the third husband , gave
a confirmation of the liberties of Spalding to the

monk s of Angiers , 1129 .

Ivo Taill e -Bois , as well as Lucia , were buried
here in 1104 and 1141 respectively .

PETERBOROUGH , although not within the limits of the
shire , cann ot be passed over , as it i s on e of the

attractions of the fenl and , and within easy distance of

the northern portion of the county . Being only twenty
on e miles from Wisbech , no on e visiting the latter
woul d think of omitting the run to the cathedral city , as
the abbey takes precedence of all fen monasterie s
founded in 650. According to the Saxon chronicle ,
Penda , king of Mercia , and Oswin , king of Northumber
land

,
agreed that they would rear a monastery to the

glory of Christ and the honour of St . Peter . This they
accomplished , and called it Medesham stede , on account



ANT I Q U IT IES . 35

Of the well n ear by known as Mede ’s We ll . JEthelred

obtained for it special privileges from the then Pope ,
which were fully enjoyed for n early a thousand years .
I will and gran t that every m an who had prom ised to

go to Rom e and cannot perform it , either from infirm ity ,
etc . , be he of England , or of whatsoever other islan d he
be , let him go to the m on astery at Medesham stede and

have the sam e forgiveness that he should have if he went
to Rom e .

”

Peterborough ,
however , was not erected in to a bishop ;

ric till after the dissolution! Henry VIII . conferred this
privilege upon his wife Katherine , whose rem ains lie in
the north side of the cathedral under a slab bearing a
sim ple in scription engraved upon a thin brass plate much
worn , which , however , is said not to be the original
plate . Further and full er particulars m ay be found in
The Way About Northam pton shire ,” in the special

records relating to the abbey and cathedral of Peter
borough .

RAMSEY i s noted for its fam ou s m onastery , founded by
St . Oswald and ZEthelwine of East Anglia in the year 969 ,

and dedicated to SS . Mary an d Ben edict . The abbey
was very richly endowed and occupied by the order of
Black Monks .

BRASSES OF CAMBRID GESH I RE .

The study of these an cient m onum ental records have
occupied the attention of m any studen ts in all coun ties
Of England , and Cam bridge shire will be found not

wanting in in terest for those engaged in thi s fascin ating
quest , for the county is a good average one from a brass
collector ’s point of view , although there are but few of

special merit , m ost of them being of small consequence .

These , however , should be seen , when each visitor can

decide as to whether they are worth a rubbing . To

those interested in this study , great help may be
obtained from the Monumental Brass Society” (Sec . ,

Mr . F . W . Short, Leyton stone , Essex) . The kinds of

brasses to be m et with are : Eccle siastics at Fu lbourn
,

Ely, and Burwell . These are in eucharistic vestments
others appear in deacons ’ and academ ical dress at the
various churches throughout the shire . Besides the
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places named , Balsham and Great Shelford shoul d be
mentioned .

The principal group of Cambridgeshire brasses are

military efli g ies ; many of these are accompanied by one
or more fem al e figures . The dates range from 1289

(Trumpin gton) to 1520 (Christ
’ s Coll ege) .

Civilians are few in num ber , none being of any
importance .

Ladie s generall y accompany the husbands ’ efl
‘
ig ies ;

there are , however , single figures at Wicken (1414) and
Stretham
Skeletons shown on brasse s are only to be m et with

at Hildersham and Sawston .

Cro ss brasses , religious figures , and accessories , may
be found , whilst as regards palimpsests , onl y three
have as yet been discovered . The se are at Burwe ll ,
Grantchester , and Queen ’ s Chapel , Cambridge .

In all , there are eighty -two figure brasses remaining
in the county . Permission is freely given to rub the
majority of these , but it i s withheld at Hildersham , and
a fee of 2s. 6d. i s charged at Trumpington and We stley
Waterless , except the applicant is a member of the
Monumental Brass Socie ty .



CHAPTER VII .

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FROM
A TOURIST PO INT OF VIEW.

WHAT TO SEE IN OR NEAR
CAMBRID GESH I RE .

NCIENT EARTHWORKS .
— These may be found

at Wandlebury, on the Gog -Magog Hills , and
at Arbury , near Cam bridge .

TUMULI on the hills at Willingham .

ANCIENT CAMPS at Shelford Castle and m any other
places , e specially in the south -east . Those at Che ster
ton and Grantchester were Rom an . Other an cient
foundations were the Devil ’ s Ditch , Newmarket , Fleam
D yke , Balsham ,

Brent Dyke , and Pam pisford .

There are no rem ains of castellated buildings in
Cam bridgeshire . At Wisbech there was a Norm an
castle , and another at Ely, but no traces remain .

CA STLES OR REMA I NS exist at Cheveley and Burwell ;
others were formerly at Cambridge , Ely, and Wisbech .

ECCLESIA STICAL REMA INS at A ng elsea Denny , Cam
bridge , Swafl

'

ham and Isleham , Spinn ey Abbey (near
Burwell ) , Thorney Abbey , and also m any ancient
churches at Cambridge , such as St . Giles , St . Benet

’ s
,

St . Radegund
’

s, and St . Sepulchre , which is the Oldest
of the four existing round churches in England . Ely
Cathedral , one of the finest in the coun try , consists of a
Norman nave and west front , with a noble tower , Early
English gallery porch , Decorated choir , octagon , and
lantern , and P erpendicular lady chapel .
King ’ s College Chapel at Cam bridge i s on e of the three

finest exam ples of Perpendicular work in England , the
churches of Soham , Histon , and Leverington being
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Early English ; Trumpington , Bottisham , Little Shel
ford , Elsworth , Willingham , Over and Long Stan ton are

Decorated ; those of March , Wisbech , and Whittlesea
are Perpendicular . It may be said that the whole of

fenland is especially rich in ecclesiastical architecture ,

especially of the fifteenth centu ry .

ANCIENT MANSI ONs.
—Gog -Magog , near Cambridge ;

Cheve ley and Chippenham Parks , near Newmarket ;
Wratting Park , Balsham Bottisham Park Madingley
Hall ; Brabraham Hall , near Linton ; Bourn Hal] ;
Wim pole Park ; Croxton Park , near Caxton ; Pam pisford
Hall ; Sawston Hall and Abington Park ; Kirtling Hall
remain s , near Newmarket . Very little domestic archi
tecture can be found in the shire . The only notable
examples are the following : The School of Pythagoras
at Cambridge was a Late Norman manor house ; the
President ’ s Lodge . at Queen ’ s College i s Elizabethan ;
the Bishop ’ s Palace at Ely i s Tudor ; Sawston Hall i s
Late Tudor Madingley Hall dates from 1600 Wimpole
about 1750 ;

'

the George I nn at Caxton i s Jacobean .

These are all worth the attention of the architectural
student .
Of course the chief obj ects of interest for antiquarians

are centred in the University , the date of the foundation
of which has been the subject of m uch research and con

troversy. The legend runs that it owes its origin to

Cantaber , a Spanish prince , brother of P artholin , king of
Ireland , son -ih - law of Gurguntiu s , king of part of Great
Britain

, who i s said to have built a town on the river
Cante , three hundred years before the commencem ent of
the Christian era , and to have brought philosophers and
astron omers from Athens , among whom were A nax i
mander and Anaxagoras . These endeavours to pierce
into preh istoric gloom serve to give range to fancy , and
to form a background for history , but the story is in no

ways reliable .

Of the various styles of architecture to be found in
Cambridge , the following may be named in the order of
preceden ce :
Saxon in St . Benedict ’ s Church and inLittle St .Mary ’ s .
Norm an in Old St . Gile s chancel , the Roun d Church

(St . Sepulchre ’ s) , and in the chape l of Jesus College .

Transition in Pythagoras School and the chapel of
Jesus College .
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Early English in Abbey Church and Jesus College
Chapel chan cel .
Decorated in Little St . Mary ’ s and St . Edward ’ s .
Perpendicul ar in King ’ s College Chapel and Great

St. Mary ’ s Church .

Renaissance in the second court of Christ ’s College .

Gothic in Peterhouse Chapel .
Corinthian and Composite in Clare College Chapel , the
Senate House , and the Fitzwilliam Museum .

The whole district surrounding Cambridge abounds in
varieties of church architecture , each of which is worth
the atten tion of the visitor interested in such studies ,
whilst the Cathedra l of Ely presents several styles
com m on from the eleventh to the sixteenth centuries .
Further particulars of the several places mentioned
here will be m ore fu lly detailed in their various localities .

A NC IENT ROAD S .

Two great lines of road passed through Cambridge
shire , crossing each other nearly at right angles in the
centre of the Rom an station .

First , the Akerm an Street , which , starting from the

north coast of Norfolk , term inated by a junction with the
Fosse Way at Ciren ce ster .
Second , the SO - called Via Devana , leading from
Colchester to Chester . Some fancied roads besides these
are recorded by historians .

Other roads that passed through the county were
Ermin e Street , I cknield Way , Ashwell Street , P eddar
Way , the F en Road , Ely and Spaldin g Way , Suffolk and
Sawtry Way , A ldreth Causeway , Bury , Wisbech ,

and
Spalding Way , Bullock Way , and Knut

’ s Dyke . Space
will only allow of these ancien t roads and ways to be
m ention ed ; detailed accounts of each as well as other
facts conn ected with them can easily be found in the
historical records .
Al l tourists who are in terested in the study of the
Rom an roads in Great Britain will find much in this
county to engage their attention , as many of those
named m ay be clearly traced .

A NC IENT D ITCHES .

,
The four rem arkable ditches to be found in the

southern part of the shire are worthy of notice , as they
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are believed to be the strongest boundary ditches in
Great Britain .

THE D EVI L’S D ITCH i s the most easterly , extend
ing across Newmarket Heath from the fens at Reach , or
Reche , to the woodlands at Camois Hall , near Wood
Ditton , and is nearly straight throughout , lying from
north -west to south -east .
THE FLEAM ,

or BALSHAM D YKE , i s seven miles to the
west of the Devil ’ s Ditch ; it i s not straight , as is the
latter , but curved to meet the requirements of the groun d .

It begins at F en Ditton , close to the river Cam , below
the church , and can still be traced along the road to
Quy . At Quy Bridge it i s lost sight of until Great
Wilbraham is reached , where it runs due south to
Shardlows Well , near Fulbourn , and is well preserved
until close to Balsham .

THE BRENT , or PAMP ISFORD D ITCH , i s on ly one mile
and threequarters in length , and of slight depth , it
beg ins at Brent Ditch end at Pampisford , and run s
nearly south -east to a spot close to Abington Park . At
Brent Ditch end a marshy district com mences , which is
connected with , and continued along , the course of the

river Granta or Cam until it joins the Great Level of
the Fens .
THE BEAN , or HAYD ON D ITCH , commence s at the south

end of a fen called Melbourn Common . This may be
traced for about two miles to Haydon Grange , and then
one mile further to the vill age of Haydon .
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FAI RS IN CAMBRID GESH I RE .

Fairs are generally understood tobe privileged market s
held at stated times in each year . The origin of such
institutions is of ancient date , connected with religious
festivals during the e arly days of Christianity . These
gatherings were usually held for the sale of agricultural
produce , animals , and im plem ents connected with farm
ing . But railways and im proved comm unications
generally have rendered many of them quite un

ne cessary for the purposes of trade , so that where they
are still held they are diverted from the ir original pur
pose to mere gatherings for m erry m aking . An old
English fair i s rarely to be m et with in the present day .

But at some of these country gatherings m uch m ay be

seen that is characteristic of the county in which they are
being held . The few fairs now to be visited shoul d
claim the atten tion Of the tourist , as he will find much of

interest both in the place and people , and the study of

Old English practice s and merry m aking still preserved
will be entirely n ew and novel . The following list for
the county will prove of u se to the stranger
Cam bridg e

u June 24th and September 25th .

Chatteris—The last Friday in April and October l 1th .

Ely
—The last Thursdays , Friday s and Saturdays in

May and October .
March—The Monday before Whi t - Sun day a nd third

Tuesday in October .
Newmarket—Whit -Tuesday and Novem ber 8th .

Thorney—Whit -Monday , July 1st, and Septem ber 21st.

Wisbech—March 8th ,
second Thursday in May , July

25th , first Thursday in Augu st , and the thirdWednes

day in September .
The noted fair of Stourbridge , or , as it i s locally

known , “ Stirbitch ,

” i s historically fam ous , and at on e
time was of vast exten t . It was established during the
reign of Queen Elizabeth , and soon became on e of the

largest fairs in England . Originally it lasted six weeks ,
but now it has much fallen off , and is continued for
seven days only . This fair was held on a large
space of ground bounded by the Cam on the north ,
and on the

‘

east by a small stream kn own as the
Sture , over which there was a bridge , hence the name

Sture or Stourbridge .

” This whole area was filled
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with booths arranged in rows for purposes of trade .

Adjoinin g there was a large square cal led “ The

Duddery ,
”
the chief rendezvous of clothes dealers ; In

the centre of this was still another square , in which a
pulpit was erec ted from which the m inister of Barnwell
preached on the two prin cipal Sundays of the fair . The

proclam ation of the fair was conducted with m uch form
and cerem ony , and with becom ing dign ity by the mayor
of Cam bridge in a scarlet robe , attended by his mace
bearers , aldermen , and othermem bers of the corporation ,
all dressed according to their degrees , with a few
mem bers of the Church .

The cavalcade havin g arrived on the ground , the
recorder read the proclamation ; they then proceeded
to the court house or little inn ,

where it was again
read , and then the m ayor , with his principal officers ,
entered the inn where he Open ed the court of

p ied
-

p ou dre , afterwards returning to the cen tre Of the

fair , where the proclamation was fully m ade and re

freshment partaken of .

The party return ed to Cam bridge ,
where a good

corporation dinn er closed the labou rs of the day .

The im portan ce of fairs , especially this last , can be
estim ated by the great extent of the groun d it occupied
and the business tran sacted . It was the ch ief m arket of
the district for the sale of cheese , wool , hops , coal ,
pottery , leather , besides m iscellan eou s articles of local
m anufacture .

Another fair worth noting , which will prove interesting
to a stranger , is Midsum m er Fair , granted by King
John to the Priors and Canons of Barnwell . This was
held on the eve of JEtheldreda or St . Awdrey. This
saint is said to have died from a swelling in the throat ,
which was con sidered to be a judgm en t on her for her
fondness for necklaces .
On this account chain s of lace and silk were here

offered for sal e , and purchased as m ementoes by
visitors . Such m em en toes were called St . Awdrey

’

s

chain s , which , being m ade of flim sy m aterial of gay
colour , gave rise to the word “ tawdry ,

”
m eaning a

gay pattern article .

Reach Fair was also granted by King John in 1200
to the burgesses of Cambridge , to be held in Rogation
Week . This takes place at Reach , ten m iles from
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Cambridge , on Rogation Monday , the mayor and cor

poration attending in state to proclaim it .
Ancient Garlic Lane Fair , granted by King Stephen

to the nuns of St . Radegun d , was held on the vigil
and feast of the Assum ption of the Virgin Mary ,
which fair continued to the present century . Professor
Humphrey thinks that probably this was the fair said
to have been granted to the nuns in 1438 , and held
first where the garden of Jesus College lodge now is ,
and subsequently near Garlic Fair Lane , now called
Park Street , in Cambridge . This fair was in exi st
ence as late as 1808 , and was called Garlick Lane
Fair .



CHAPTER IX .

R O U T E S .

HAT is known as the Cathedral Route , from
London to the North , runs through Cam bridge

shire , the first halting place , of course , being
Cam bridge . So interesting is this ancient town , that
weeks m ight profitably be spent here . The many
colleges , com prising the Un iversity , are sufficient to
attract all kinds of visitors . The order of their foundation
is as follows : St . Peter ’ s , Clare , Pembroke , Cain s,
Trin ity Hall , Corpus Christi , King

’s , Queen
’ s , St .

Catherine ’ s , Jesus , Christ
’ s , St . John ’ s , Magdalen e ,

Trinity
, Em m anuel , Sidney Sussex , Downing , Cavendish ,

Selwyn , and Ayerst . Besides these , but not attached to
the University , are Girton and Newnham , which are

restricted to ladies .
It is not enough that the visitor sees on e college , and

considers tha t all others are m erely repetitions this i s
not so, for every on e named has its own special feature .

Each one should be seen and studied , for here every
style of architecture will be found represented .

The n ext point of interest on thi s route i s Ely,
fifteen

miles from Cam bridge , and seventy and a half m iles
from London . Ely presents the purest specimen of

Gothic architecture in Englan d , and from its peculiar
position—ih the very heart of the fen country—it i s the
most imposing , as well as being the largest , of all our
English cathedrals . Details of this will be found on

page 98 .

From Ely other cathedral cities may be easily reached ,
such as Norwich , Peterborough , Lincoln , and York .

These do not come within our province , but owing to
the nearness of Peterborough a fewwords will not be out

of place , as few visitors to Cambridgeshire will om it the
seeing of it . From March a short line runs due west by
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which the city is reached , so long noted for its famous
Benedictine abbey Of form er days , but known to us
moderns as Peterborough Cathedral .

Prior to the year 1557 the monastic church of St.

Peter , at “ Peter
’ s Burgh

,
was under the rul e of a mitred

abbot , but in that year Henry VIII . , having confiscated
its endowments , elected to form a n ew diocese out of
part of that of Lincoln , and gave back one third of the
property wherewith to endow the bishopric as at present
existing . Al though on the whole inferior to the cathedral
of Ely, the west front of Peterborough has been described
by at least one eminent authority as the grandest and
finest in Europe .

”



CHAPTER X .

CYCLING IN FORMAT ION AND

RIVER TRAVEL .

CY CLI N G I N F O RM AT I O N

N this district is the largest plain in England , the
northern part of Cam bridgeshire , as far as those

portions of Lin colnshire that border on theWash . Large
tracts of land are being continually reclaim ed from it.

This plain measures about seventy m iles long by thirty
broad , within which lim it are the fens . The high roads
are good , some , however , that are slightly below the

level are somewhat loose , but being Of a sandy
character on the whole m ay be considered the cyclists ’

paradise , as they afford good running , many of them
being quite level . These on the eastern side of the
county are among the best in England .

On account of this level character , the country on
either side of the cyclist m ay be seen to a considerable
distance . The whole county m ay be visited in a short
space of tim e . F or halting places , the following towns
should be chosen : Cam bridge , Ely, March , Whittlesea ,
Wisbech , and Newmarket .

CYCLING HOU SES .

CAMBRID GE—The Bull , Trumpington Street
Livingston e , tem perance house .

CHA TTERIS .
—The George .

ELY.
—The Bell , High Street .
City , Market Place , temperance house .

LINTON .
—The Swan .

MARCH .
—The Griffin .
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NEWMA RK ET .
—The White Hart . Cyclists are not de

sired during race m eetings .
SOHAM .

—The Crown .

THORNEY .
-Rose and Crown .

WHITTLESEA .

— The Falcon .

WISBECH .
—The White Hart .

The White Lion tem perance house .

The cyclist will find this portion of England easy and
pleasant travelling , the roads being level and very good
throughout . On e or two outline routes are here given
and may be followed by the map
NO . 1 .

—London to Cam bridge . Starting from London
(Shoreditch Church) , distances from startin g poin t
(Shoreditch Church)— Stam ford Hill 3im a Tottenham
High Cross 4&m . , Edmonton 7m . , Waltham Cross
114m . Cheshunt 13m . , Hoddesdon 17m . ,

Ware 21m . ,

Wade s Mill 22%m .
, High Cross 234m ” Colliers End

24%m .
, Puckeridge 26%m . , Backway 34am a Trum pin gton

484m ” and Cambridge 51m .

No . 2 .
—From Cambridge to Ely. Chesterton 15m "

Milton 34m ” Waterbeach 54m ” Stretham 12m . , and
Ely 16m .

No. 3 .
—From Ely to Littleport , across the Ouse to

Southery , Hilgay , Denver , and Downham Market . Total
distance 17m .

No . 4 .
—Wisbech to Walsoken , Wal ton Highway ,

Walpole Highway , Tilney St . Lawrence , Tilney , and
Lynn . Total distance 145m .

No . 5 .
—Wisbech , Leverington , Newton , Tydd St .

Giles , Sutton St . James , return ing to Wisbech by way
of Tydd St. Mary . Total distance 18m .

No. 6 .
—Wisbech to Elm , Friday Bridge , and March .

Total distance 11m .

No. 7 .
—Wisbech to Emneth , Outwell , Nordelph and

Downham Market . Total distan ce 12m .

No . 8 .
—Wisbech , West Walton , Walpole St . An drew ,

Walpole St. Peter , Terrington St . John
’ s , and Terrin g ton

St. Clement ’ s . Total distan ce l om . A further j ourney
of 3ém . brings the tourist toHungryHil l , where the newly
reclaimed lands can be seen , also the sea walls .
It will be seen by a study of the map that some of the

places named are outside of Cambridgeshire , but many
of them are so close to the border line that travellers
in fenland cann ot fail to see them . For noteworthy
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CHAPTER XI .

F ISHING AND SHOOT ING
INFORMAT ION .

F I SH ING INFORMAT ION.

! AMBRIDGE .
—Coarse fi sh can be obtam ed in the

Cam R iver . From the town as far as Littleport on
the Ouse below Ely water i s preserved by the Cambridge
and Ely Angling Society , but tickets can be had from
the hon . sec . at Cam bridge , Ely, Littleport , andNew

market . Pike can be taken in fair num bers below
Baitsbite Locks there i s also good fishing in the South
Level Cut . Good trout fishing may be had at Linton ,
ninemiles from Cambridge , by permission from a Fellow
of Pembrok e College .

ELY .
—Good fishing from the junction of the Cam with

the Ouse , three miles above the city , to Littleport , seven
miles below , preserved as stated above . Tickets may
be had on appl ication at the Lamb and Bell Hotels .
LITTLEP ORT .

—Good coarse fish can be obtained from
the Ouse . See previous details , Cambridge and Ely.

Full inform ation may be obtained from Thomas South ,
Sandhill Bridge , Littleport . The Great Ouse below the
creek is preserved by Captain Taylor . A fine stretch of

the Ouse , two miles in length , connects the Cam bridge
and Ely Angling Association fi shing with Mr . Ludding
ton ’ s water , which is preserved by the Ouse and Nene
Fishery District Board : in this water netting is pro
hibited.

MILD ENHALL DRA IN.
—There i s only poor fishing .

OLD CROFT R IVER .
—Very indifferent sport is obtained .

THE LA RK R IVER—Free coarse fishing fair , three
miles south . This stretch of water i s free .

THE LITTLE OUSE or BRAND ON i s preserved three mile s
north by Mr. Luddington . There are , however , a
lim ited number of tickets granted . Apply at the

Ship Inn .
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MARCH—Pike , perch , bream , and other fish may be
taken from the Old river Nene .

WI SBEOH .
—The river Nene furnishes pike , perch ,

bream ,
and reach . The Nen e rises aboveWeedon in North

a m ptonshire , and pa sses through many places in the

a djoin ing coun ty well known to anglers . The main
s tream ,

however, runs through the fens to Guyhirn ,
w hich is on the n ew Nene navigable river , three miles
n orth -west from March Railway Station , G .E .R . The

l ength of river through the fens to Guyhirn is twelve
m iles , then to Wisbech seven miles . The right branch
known as the old river Nene runs round by Ramsey
(Hunts) two m iles below Ram sey on the right bank is
D
tam sey Mere , then a stretch of ten m iles to March .

The Old Welney River is eight miles long , join ing on
the right bank . Three m iles further, at Outwell the Nene
join s th e Wisbech Canal , which runs six m iles to
IVisbech . From here the Nene flows threemiles to Ferry
S tation .

The fen district is so cut up and intersected by water
c ourse s oi all kinds that it would be quite im possible to
n am e all the stream s , or even to indicate the direction
in which they run . They al l contain fish of various
k inds , and m ost are free , but the better Class fishing
c an only be followed in preserved waters ; the cost for
this privilege i s sm all, and need notbe con sidered by any
a ngler, as the ou tlay will be a judicious on e .

VVA TERBEACH .
— Cam river, good fishing for pike , perch ,

c hub , roach , etc . , in preserved water .
BOTTISHAM LOA D .

—Pike , perch , and reach .

SWA FFHAM LOA D .

—Apply at the inn ,
House of

Lords .
STRETHAM .

—The Ouse , for coarse fish
, except barbel .

THETFORD .

—Two m iles from Stretham
, the sam e as

"preceding .

SWA VESEY .
—Good fishing in the Ouse from this place

w aters preserved .

SHELFORD .
—Good fishing in the Cam for pike , perch ,

dace , roach , chub , etc . preserved waters .
PAMP ISFORD ’

.
—The

' Bourn provides coarse fish
,
but a.

few trout may also be taken .

MELD RETH .
-F rom the Rhea at this point , there i s

g ood coarse fishing at tim es .
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LORD ’

S BRIDGE.
—The Bourn furnishes pike , roach ,

etc . The Cam , about three m iles , chub , pike , and dace ;
this water is preserved .

LINTON .

—The Bourn for trout ; here i s good fishing
,

the water being preserved by the authorities of Pem broke
College , Cambridge .

K ENNET , a sm all village on the Kennet or Kent brook .

Sm al l fishing here at tim es .
HARSTON , on the Rhea — Coarse fish only ; also from

the Cam , three miles .
GAMLI NGAY .

—Fishing m ay be had in the lakes in
Gam lingay Old Park .

FULBOURN.
— Perch , roach , etc .

,
may be taken from

B ottisham Load .

F RENCH DROVE .

— The Muscat River , or Catswater,
form erly a branch of the Nen .

FORD HAM .

—Here is the Kennet or Kent River .
EYE GREEN— The Muscat River (see also French
Drove) .

F ISHING STA TIONS
On the various rivers of the district , with their
di stance from London
THE CAM .

—Audley End 41m . , Elsenham 38m . ,

Great Chesterford 48m . , Newport 42%m .
, Shelford 55m . ,

Waterbeach 61m . , and VVhittlesford 49m .

THE OUSE .
—Bluntisham 74m . ,

Bottisham 61%m . ,

Downham 86m . , Earith Bridge 76m . , Ely 70%m . ,

Hilgay F en 83 %m .
, Littleport 76m . , St. Ives 70-5—m . ,

a nd St . Neots 5 121111 .

LI TTLE OUSE —Burnt F en 77m .

THE NENE .
—March 88m . and Wisbech 93%m .

These stations can all be reached from London by
Great Eastern Railway (Liverpool Street) .

SHOOT ING INFORMAT ION .

THE WILD FOWL PRESERVATION A er —The close time
has been varied by the Secretary of State , so that the
kill ing , wounding , or taking Of Wildfowl , as defined by
the Wildfowl Preservation A ct, 1876 , i s prohibited
from the 15th March up to and including the l stAugust
in each year . The birds affected by this A ctare Avoset ,
curlew , dotterel , dunbird , godwit , greenshank , lapwing ,
mallard , sanderling , sandpiper , sealark , shoveller , snipe ,
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spoonbill , stint , stone curlew , stone hatch , summer

snipe , teal , thick kn ee , whaup , whim bre l , widgeon , wild
duck , wild goose , woodcock , ox bird , peewi t, phalarope ,

plover , plover ’ s page , pochard , purre , redshank , reeve
and ruff.
Many of these birds are by no means common in the
fens , but specimens may often be m et with . Most of
the birds visit the district in flocks during the Spring on
their way northwards to their breeding haunts , and

again in autumn on their return southwards for the
win ter . On a shooting expedition it i s very nece ssary to
understand the district . Much tim e will be saved if this
information is sou ght beforehand .

The drainage of this district has entirely changed the
shooting prospects , as will be seen by the present
aspect of the fens compared with the account
g iven by Mr . Wheeler , who gives a graphic account of
form er times . He says In isolated spots , scattered
over the low -flooded fen part , live the fen slodg ers, the half
am phibious beings described by Macau lay who got their
living by fishing and fowling . These m en lived in huts
erected on the mounds scattered amongst the chain of

lake s which were bordered by a thick crop of reeds ,
their only way of access to one another and of communi
cation with the town or villages n ear be ing by means of
small boats or canoes which they propelled with a pole ,

and also used in their fowl ing expedition s . These
fowlers were strongly opposed to any attem pts to alter
the state of the fens , believing that they had a kind of

ve sted interest in the fi shing and fowling by which they
gained their scanty subsistence , so that the proposal to
drain these fens and convert them into fruitful lands
had no attraction whatever in the eyes Of the slodg ers.

”

However , the work of draining has been don e , and

though the work Of fowling is not quite so easy or

so lucrative as formerly , there i s still some sport to
be had .

“ Duck stalking , says Mr . Smith , an authority on
the subj ect , “ forms , with the m ajority of the native
fowlers , an attribute of other Operations for the

slaughter of wild birds , for be i t known that wild
ducks do not make their way into the fens in any
thing like so large numbers as in the earlier generations ,
when the district was more fenny ’ in the true
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meaning Of the term . Green plover , or lapwing
decoying , seem s to be the staple calling of the present
fen fowlers . Light boats or shouts are used , which
are specially adapted to the shallow waters they have
to n avigate . They are flat bottom ed , and few of them
draw more than four inches of water . Fifteen feet
is an average length , and three and a half feet the
usual extrem e breadth . They are so light as to
be easily pulled over a protruding bank . The arm a
ment of these shouts con sists in n early every in

stance oi a heavy , unwieldy duck gun , weighing
about three and a half hundredweight , which reposes
centrewise down the boat , the muzzle protruding over
thei ow end, and an ordinary double -barrelled breech
loading hand gun . If the fowlers see a quan tity Of duck
or any other species which com e under the n am e of half
birds , as opposed to full birds , they instantly hide them
selves and very quietly watch the birds ’ antics . The

experienced eye can at once tell the variety that is
approaching , whether full bird , mallard , teal , shovellers ,
widgeon or others .” A most in tere sting account of
“Wild Duck Stalking in the Fens ” appeared in the
Windsor Mag az ine for December , 1898 , which will be
foun d well worth reading .



CHAPTER x 11 .

PHOTOGRAPHIC IN FORMAT ION .

p RMI SSI ON to photograph in cathedrals may be
obtained upon application to the dean , in churches

apply to the vicars , and in ruins of abbeys and castles
upon plication to the stewards . As a rule no obj ection
is ma e to am ateurs taking views in cathedrals and
churches between the hours of divine service , but it i s
always better to apply for and obtain special permission
of the persons named above .

As th i s district is most attractive to the architectural
photographer , a few definitions will be helpful .
The Norman style of architecture , 1066 to 1154 , may

be recognised by the arches being circular , ornaments
bold and rude , and heavy pillars with zigzag ornaments .
Transition , 1140 to 1200, similar to the Norman , but

with pointed windows .
Early English , 1189 to 1272 , narrow windows , lancet
shaped , no mullions , toothed ornament—resembling
shark ’ s teeth . Clustered pillars .
Transition , 1260to 1320, tracery introduced in windows .
Decorated English , 1300 to 1370, pointed arches ,

windows large with mullions , and graceful tracery in the
shape of c ircles , and arches not running perpendicularly ,
doorways enriched , mouldings beautifully arranged , as
may be seen in the Lady Chapel , Ely.

Perpendicular English , 1399 to 1547 , upright lin e s of
mouldings in windows , doorways run perpendicularly ,
often divided by horizontal divisions , called tra nsom e ,

pointed arches , and combination of square heads, such
as may be seen in King ’ s College , Cambridge .

Other styles of architecture need not be described , as
they will not be m et with in this locality .
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London . This is a large and ancient m anor , having a
fine Old church , well worth a visit . The road here
divide s , the branch to the right m ust be taken before ‘

this i s done it i s worth see ing Pengelly Lodge , a short
distance down the lefto hand road . The lodge now is
almost a ruin , but the association to many will be of

interest. It was once the home of R ichard Cromwell ,
and it was here that he ended his days . Near the
church is the Old Great House , which , it was bel ieved,
contained a haunted room , by the fact of the murder of a
lady having been com m itted by order of Cardinal
Wolsey . Broxbourne i s a favourite resort for tourists
and holiday makers .
Hoddesdon is the next village . Here there i s nothing

special . From this point the road
Hod d e sd o n ,

varies as far as \Vare , twenty -on e

18 } m ile s . miles frOm London . This town is of

som e interest from historical associa
tions , and specially noteworthy for the “ Great Bed of

Ware ,
" twelve feet square , which is now at Rye House ,

and can be seen by visitors .
Ten mile s further , on a good road , i s Buntingford , an

old -fashioned town with many quaint house s , old and
n ew,

which will be found in its one very long street .
The various archways and entrances leading to stables ,
etc . , are of great interest , also the Old inn near the
railway station with its quaint couplet

I n this house here
I S sold the best of beer.

The next village i s Chipping , with its remarkable array
of thatched cottages . Buckland , another village , adj oins ,
where there i s a stiff ascent , then a descent ; another rise

to Reed End, with a very various road ,
ending in a long descent and steep fal l
into the narrow street of Royston ,
thirty -nine miles from London . The

g reater part of this town is in Hertfordshire . For fuller
particulars see “TheWayAboutHertfordshire . In passing
through , the tourist will be attracted by the many old
houses , such as the Palace , the Plough Inn , and other
quaint building s more or le ss in ruins . The church has
nothing very special , except some very fine brasses .
The chie f attraction , however , of Royston is its wonder
ful cave , which is under a portion of Melbourne Street .
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It is supposed to have been a Rom an sepulchre , and to
have received part of its present decorations during the
time of the Crusades . The cave was discovered by
workmen in the year 1742 ; it i s well worth a visit .
There are many other objects of interest in this quaint
old town . Many tumuli are in the neighbourhood , which
serve to prove that it was of some im portance in British
tim es , but as to its being a Roman station is a matter of
uncertainty . It has figured considerably in later tim es .
The Earl of Warwick gathered his army here before
attacking St . Albans . James I . resided here , and
Charles I . also was a frequent visitor . So that it is only
during recent years that it has sunk into obscurity .

Royston Heath compares very favourably with the

North and South Downs , so well known in Surrey and
Sussex . About this neighbourhood will be noticed the
peculiar white headed crows , known as Royston
Crows .”

Crossing what is kn own as the I ckn ield Street , the
traveller enters Cambridgeshire , as the town itself stands
on the borderline of the two counties .
Three miles further is the large vil lage of Melbourn , a

place of unusual size for the neighbour
M e lbou rn , hood . The church , All Saints , i s a

4 2 m l le O fine flint building in the Perpen

dicul ar and Decorated styles , and is
somewhat remarkable for having a parvise chamber over
the south porch . There i s much here for the antiquarian
and architectural student . Many fine monuments will
be found within , and a remarkable memorial window to
the Hitch family , who have been connected with the
county for upwards of three hundred years . In the
churchyard are the roots of the celebrated Melbourn
elm ,

.

which , in the year 1837, was of flourishing growth
,

but is now only a stump .

The adj oinin g village i s Meldreth , where the old parish
stocks still stand at the cross roads ; beyond these and
the church , there i s nothing worth seeing .

F oxton , though but a smal l village , has a most
interesting church of ancient origin ;

Pa x ton . it is built of flint in the Early English
4 5 1 m il“ . style , also portions showing Decorated

and Perpendicular . The points worthy
of note are the eastern triplet , which is a splendid
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specimen of Early English , and contains some g ood
fragm ents of fourteenth century glass

,
a double piscina

in chancel , and also a singular recess like a sedile ; the
rood staircase and doors are in fine condition . In the
north aisle will be found Decorated brackets . The font
i s Early English , but has been restored . There are also
remains of mediaeval colouring about the walls and
windows , and one of the rarely to be m et with
parcloses ,” an old fam ily pew of bygone days .
Harston , on the banks of the Cam R iver , i s within five

miles of Cambridge , and is pleasantly
situated , for below the mill the view

4 7 m l l e o . presented i s most charming .

Hauxton , one and a half miles further , con tains a very
Early Norm an church with an ancient

Ha u x ton , mural painting of St . Thomas of Can
4 8 5 m i l e s . terbury. This is considered to be a

priceless treasure , as all memorials of
this saint are believed to have been destroyed by Henry
VIII . There are many details of interest in the church
which will repay examination .

Hauxton Mill on the Granta is clo se by . The p ictur

e sque cottages and fine chestnut trees presen t a charm ing
view , such as would

‘

delight the heart of an artist or
photog rapher .
Trum pington , on the east bank of the Cam , i s a village

a dj oining Cambridge , two miles from the town proper ,
although fast becoming a populous

T ru m p in g to n : suburb . Trum pington , celebrated by
4 91 m ile s the poet Chaucer as “ the village not

far from Grantchester , contains a
fine church , and is worth a visit for many reasons , the
c hief being that on the altar tomb under a Decorated
c anopy in the north aisle i s a fam ous brass of Sir Roger de
Trumpington

,
dated 1289 , noted as being the second

oldest brass in Great Britain . The costume i s chain
m ail , covered with a cyclas ; on the shoulders are the
remarkable ailettes , the epaulettes of to-day ; the head
rests on a large tilting helm et attached to the person by
a chain ; on the left arm is a shield with the arms of
Trum pington—seméof crosslets , two trumpets in pale
the legs are crossed showing the knight to have been a
Crusader .
Although the brass of Sir John D

’

A ubernon at
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Stoke D
’

A bernon , in Surrey , i s the older by a few
years , this at Trumpington is

'

the earl iest known mailed
figure with ailettes ; the sam e arms are repeated on
these and on the scabbard . The Trumpington fam ily
lived in this neighbourhood for over two hundred years .

The chancel of the church con tains some fin

spec im ens of sta ined glass of the fourteenth century .

It m ay be of intere st to som e that in the church
yard can be seen a tablet to the memory of Professor
Fawcett , M .P . , the celebrated blind postmaster -general ,
who died at Cambridge in the year 1884 . The memorial
window placed to his m emory will be found in the
church on the south side of the chancel .
Leaving the village , Cambridge is en tered by Trump

in gton Street until Great St. Mary ’ s Church is reached ,
when a halt may be made , havin g covered the distance
of fifty-two and a half miles from London , the starting
point, en rou te through portions of two counties
Middlesex and Hertfordshire .



CHAPTER XIV .

CAMBR IDGE , TH E COUNTY TOWN
BE ING A COMPLETE I T INERA RY , WI TH SPEC I AL

NOTES OF OBJECTS WORTH PHOTOGRA PH ING,

HOW To D O I T
,
AND WHEN .

WEE University town is situated on a large plain ,
almost at the boundary of the two divisions of the

county , the Fenland and the Upland , but within the
latter with an alteration of level Of twenty -five feet to
the sea . The town stands on a bend in the Cam River ,
and is a place of great antiquity, so that the Mound
upon the Castle Hill i s really the foundation stone .

This mound is looked upon as on e of the ancient British
tumuli—British and Roman coins having been found
here . It is supposed to be almost identical with the
Rom an Cam boritum , the Saxon Gra ntabr ig g e , which
occupied the north side of the river , but was extended
to the south side after the Roman Conquest , while the
Ca er Graun t of the Britons is placed at Grantchester.

or Ca er , signifie s a c ity , and Gran t, or

Graun th , indicates its size . But it is not thought at al l
lik ely that Grantchester was ever so large or important
a place as Cambridge , because it was not upon any of

the chief Roman ways , and from the fact that
Cambridge stood at the meeting place of four high
roads .
No doubt this commanding position was taken

advantage of by the Romans , as they occupied the

Mound and the sloping ground between it and the river .
It was close to this m ound that at least two of the great
Roman roads crossed . The Via Devana can be traced to
the Gog-Magog H ills , and this forms a broadway running
beyond them , and coming to an end in the south
eastern part of the county . We have , therefore , a
succession of names , Cam boritum , Cam , crooked or bent ;
Rhyd, the Celtic for a ford , and the Saxon Gran tabrig g e
or Camtabrycg e and the word shire or A . S . seyr , which
means a share or division . The history of the town after
the Romans , and during the Saxon period , i s of great
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interest , the particulars of which do not come within
our province in a “ Way About . It is , however ,
thought that the town of Cambridge was never at any
tim e a flourishing place , as it possesses but little manu
facture or commerce . Gloves were m ade in the town in
bygone days , for it i s on record that Queen Elizabeth
was , on one occa sion , presented with a pair of Cambridge
made gloves , and glove s were also presented to certain
persons connected with the schools . There are a few old

houses remaining , which could never have been of much
im portance . Some of these were Opposite Magdalene
College . The best of the kind was Foster ’ s Bank in
Trin ity Street , form erly the Turk ’ s coffee house . The

Falcon , an old inn dating before the days of Queen
Mary ; the Wrestlers , in Petty Cury , and others of
less repute . To such visitors as may be interested in
religious houses- where they once stood can be pointed
out, although nothing now remains .
The White Canons had a house now occupied by

Addenbrooke Hospital .
The Friars of the Sack had a hom e in St . Mary ’s
parish about the year 1258 this order was suppressed in
1307. The supposed position they occupied is the

ground now covered by the Fitzwilliam Museum .

The Carmelites , or White Friars , were first located at
Chesterton , then at Newnham , finally in a position mid
way between Queen ’ s and King’ s Colleges .
The Domin ican s , or Black Friars

, occupied the site of
Emmanuel College .

The Franciscans , or Grey Friars , the site of Sidney
College .

The Augu stines , or Austin Friars , near the site of the
New Museum , close toMortlock

’

s bank , andthe refectory
close by .

The Castle , erected on the Mound by William the

Conquerer, played a con spicuous part in all military
Operations of the tim e , especially during the onslaught
m ade again st Hereward and his arm y

, who sent out
words of defiance from the camp of refuge which was at
Ely. Through treachery , however , they were surprised
by the Norm ans , and

'

their stronghold taken . This is a
m atter of history .

The P riory , or Abbey of Barnwell , erected by Robert
Duke of Normandy about the year 1112 , was close to
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the town of Cambridge , and at one time was a consider
able m onastery of som e im portance , for Henry II . once
resided there , and held a Parliam ent in 1388 . The name

originated from a sm al l well , around which it was the
custom of the ancient folk to meet for the purpose of
practising the popular games Of the period . The

signification s of the word are many , the most acceptable
i s Beam , Saxon for a champion , and Wyl , well , there
fore Beamnwyl or modernised Barnwell .
TO -day the more noteworthy buildings are near the

banks of the Cam , where will be found the many colleges
and hall s Of learning so instinct with the intellectual life
of the present , and so full of memories of the past .
Near these are what are known as the “ Backs

,

” in
which will be found lawns and pleasure grounds made
delightful with choicest flowers and luxuriant foliage , so

as to present to view the most charming pleasure resorts
second to none in England .

It i s said that Cam bridge i s far from being so fine a
place as Oxford , but the University buildings can hold
their own aga inst those on the Isis , being equal in ag e

and grandeur . It is tru e that the Isis i s a far nobler
river than the sluggish Cam , but it can

’

show nothing to
com pare with the noble “ Backs of Cambridge . At
all seasons of the year beauty is not wanting , even
dreary winter has a charm all its own , whilst in spring
and early sum m er the view along the short half m ile
once seen will never be forgotten , for it is a veritable
paradise , and one of the fairest scenes of earth .

Cambridge i s a place to stay at , as it is sim ply impossible
to see its beauties in a scamper of a few hours . Tim e ,

however , i s not at the disposal of everyone , not even a
tourist

,
and a stranger is liable to lose much time in

finding out what he ought to see , and where it is to be
found

,
and he very often duplicates his journeys forwant

of a systematic plan . To present such a plan to the

visitor , we cannot do better than to reproduce a route
laid down by a well -known director . Supposing our

traveller arrives at Cambridge by rail , and enters the
town at that point—the railway station—he will proceed
along the Station Road , which is lined with modern
re sidential villas . Hills Road extends on the right and
left . The first-named is traversed by the tramway by
way of Regent Street and St . Andrew ’ s Street , and leads
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by turn ing to the right on the opposite side of the way are
the playing fields attached to the Leys School , bounded
in the rear by a strip of fen com mon , from which the
estate was formerly called Coe F en Leys . This
school i s under the auspices Of the Wesleyan Methodists .
The prem ises may be viewed by sending a visiting card
to the headmaster ’ s house , which is at the top of the
drive from the m ain entrance . The architecture of the
bu ildings is modified Early Perpendicular , the material
used is red brick , and the several blocks present a very im
posing appearan ce .

Contin uing the path from Nine Wells , a very curious
structure will be seen at the end, known as Hobson ’ s
Conduit . The inscription states that it once stood upon
Market Hill , and served as a condu it from 1614 to
1856 , in which year it was removed to this spot and
re -erected by public subscription . Thomas Hobson
contributed to its erection , and bequeathed some land
for its mainten ance and £10 for making it higher .
This said Thomas Hobson was a Cambridge worthy ;
his call in g was that of a carrier between Cambridge
and London . He died in 1630 at the good Old age of

e ighty - six years . Besides the carrying business , he
was the first person in the kingdom who started the
letting of horses for hire , by which he made much
money . The ancient records tell u s that “ he kept
a large stable of horses , good cattle , always ready ,
and fit for travelling , with boots , bridle , and whip ,
to furnish the gentlemen at once without going
from college to college to borrow .

” But each cus

tomer was compelled to take the horse which stood
next the door , so that every horse was ridden
with equal justice , and customers were well served
according to his chance . This gave rise to the well
known proverb , “ Hobson ’ s choice , this or none .

His death was hastened by the giving up of his j ourneys
to London , owin g to the prevalence of the plague at
Cambridge . That Hobson was no ordinary person is
proved by Milton ’ s well -kn own lines

Here lie s one , who did m os t tru ly prove
Tha t he cou ld n ever die while he cou ld m ove ;
For he (D ea th ) had,

any tim e this ten years fu ll ,
D odged with him be twix t Cam bridge and the Bull ,
A nd surely D ea th cou ld never have prevailed ,
Had not1118 weekly course Of carriage failed .

"
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Taking up the route following the tram lines , Trump
in gton Street is entered . The large buil din g of A dden

brooke ’ s Hospital will be seen standing som e little
distance from the street in its own ground . This noble
building was founded by the will of Dr . John A dden
brooke in 1719 . It was reconstructed in 1823 , and
enlarged several tim es between 1864 - 83 . Accom m odation
is provided for about on e hundred and fifty patients .
The hospital can be visited on Tuesdays , Wedn esdays ,
and Saturdays from 2 p .m . to 3 p .m .

On the Opposite side of Trum pington Street will be
seen the magnificent Fitzwilliam Museum . This is a
Grecian building of Portland stone , designed by
Basevi. The treasures of the museum consist Of
choice pain tings and sculpture . A small museum of

General and Local Archaeology is in Little St . Mary ’ s
Lane , close by .

Near the church of St . Mary the Less is St . Peter ’ s
Coll ege , or, as it is generally known , Peterhouse ,

”

founded in 1284 . On the other side Of Trum pington
Street is Pem broke College , dating from 1348 . Going
down Pem broke Street the visitor arrives at Downing
Street , where will be found (on the site of the original
Botanic Garden ) the University Museums . Admission
daily from 9 a .m . to 6 p .m .

Traversin g our steps to Trumpington Street , the
Gothic bu ildin g of the P itt Press , which was com pleted
in the year 1833 , in honour of Pitt the statesman

,
i s

seen .

Turning to the left , through Silver Street and Queen
Street , by crossing the bridge , the river can be reached ,
and a walk taken along the Backs Road . But keeping
to Queen Street , Queen

’ s College will be seen , founded
by Margaret of An jou , queen of Henry VI . ,

about the
middle of the fifteenth century . This is on e of the most
interesting of the colleges in Cambridge . In on e of the
courts is a sundial , said to be the work of Sir Isaac
Newton . The President ’ s Lodge and Erasm us ’ s Court
are worth exam ination they are rich in curiosities and
pictures , which can only be seen by special per
mission . From the Garden Court fin e views may
be obtain ed of the river Cam , which is here spanned
by the curious wooden bridge known as the Mathe
m atical Bridge .



68 THE WAY A BOUT CAMBRIDGESHIRE.

On the Opposite side of Queen Street is St . Catherine ’ s
College , 1475 . Crossing the quadrangle ,

Trum pington
Street is again reached , close to Corpus Christi College ,

1352 . The most rem arkable Obj ects to be noted here are

the grand entrance gateway , the chape l , the hall , and the
famous library , containing books and manuscripts of

pricele ss. value . TO see these treasures , special per
m ission is neceasary.

Passing the well -known hostelry , the Bull , in a
street on the right is the an cient church of St. Benedict .
Crossing Peas Hill , the Guildhall will be seen . From
thence , proceed to the King

’ s Parade , on e of the best
streets in Cambridge , as it has , on the left , the famous
Chapel of King ’ s College , the Senate House , University
Library , and Gonville and Caius College . Opposite the
Senate House i s the University Church of St . Mary the
Great , in the tower of which hangs the companion bell
of “ Great Tom ”

of Oxford . On Market Hill are the
Gu ildhall and Corn Exchange . A journey down Petty
Cury will lead to the Gen eral Post Office and Christ ’s
College , etc . King ’ s College and all connected with it
will occupy m uch tim e in seeing , as it i s one of the finest
examples of Perpendicular buildings existing . The

chapel with its wonderful contents can be seen each
week day from 10 a .m . to 4 p .m .

Opposite the King ’ s Parade i s the Senate House of the

University . To the we st i s Clare College , and near by
is Trin ity Hall and Gonville and Caius College . Passing
through Trinity Street , with St . Michael

’ s Church on the

right , i s Trinity College , which is the best known in the
United Kin gdom . The library contain s about
volumes , and nearly rare manuscripts . This
wonderful storehouse may be viewed every week day
from 2 p .m . to 3 p .m . , or from 11 a .m . to 2 p .m . if
accompanied by a Fellow .

In reference to the University Library it was greatly
enriched in the year 1715 , when George I . gave
the library of John Moore , Bishop of Ely, which he had
bought for This consisted of volumes ,

of which were manuscripts .
It was this gift which produced the famous epig rams

which were com mended by Dr . Johnson . A bout the
time these books were sent to Cambridge a troop of
horse was hurried toOxford to seize certain Jacobite
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officers who lodged there . The epigram s were as
follow

The K ing Observing w ith judiciou s eye s ,
The s ta te of both his Universities ,
To one he sends a regim en t ; for why !
Tha t learned bod wan ted loyal ty .
To the other, boo S he gave , as we l l discerning
How m uch tha t loyal body wan ted learning ."

The retort was
The K ing to O xford sent his troop of horse ,
F or Tories own no argum en t bu t force .

With equal care to Cam bridge books he sen t ,
ForWhigs a llow no force but argum en t .”

Returning to Trinity Street , St . John s Street follows ,
where are situated the Selwyn Divinity Schools , and on

the opposite side i s the brick gateway of St . John ’ s
College , founded in 1511 . The chief attraction for

visitors i s the stately chapel , which can be viewed daily
from 12 a .m . to 1 p .m . and 2 p .m . to 3 p .m .

Leaving St . John ’ s by a short walk , the church of St .
Sepulchre i s reached . This is perhaps better known as
the Round Church , being the oldest of its plan in
England , of which there are but four . Its principal
attraction is the circular Norman nave . Continuin g
our journey along Bridge Street , St . Clement ’ s Church is
on the right . Crossing the Cam is the gateway of

Magdalene College , connected with the fam ous Sam uel
Pepys of Dia ry fame . Beyond Magdalene to the left
i s Northam pton Street, and Madingley ROad leading to
the Observatory .

Returning to the Round Church and proceeding by
way of Sidney Sussex Street to Je sus Lan e , All Saints ’
Church will be seen , and Oppos ite , at the end of a
stone passage , i s the noble gateway of Jesus College ,
founded in the twelfth century . The chapel i s hand
some , in shape cruciform , and i s well worth seeing . It
can be viewed during term from 11 a .m . to 12 a .m . and
from 3 p . .m to 4 p .m .

Returning to Sidney Sussex Street , the buildin g on
the left i s Sidney Sussex College , dating from 1599 .

Leaving Market Street on the right , Trinity Church is
passed , and opposite the General Post Ofi’ice is Christ ’ s
College , which stands on the site of a small school
which existed in the fifteenth century . The attraction
of this college is the famous mul berry tree in the garden ,
said to have been planted by the im mortal John Milton ,
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who was conn ected with the foundation . In St . Andrew
Street is the Theatre Royal and Em m anuel College .

Opposite the en tran ce i s Down ing Street , leading to the
grounds of D own in g College , and , reaching Regent
Street , will be found t he en trance to P arker ’ s P iece ,

on e of the public com m on s Of Cam bridge . At the end
of Regent Street i s the Rom an Catholic Church , and

where the four cross roads m eet i s known as Hyde Park
Corn er . To the right is Len sfield Road , through which
the tramway runs . Gonville P lace and East Road joins
the Newmarket Road, near which are the few rem aining

ST . SEPULCH RE ’

S CHU RCH , CA MB R I DGE .

ruins of the famous Barnwell Priory . A short distance
further is Stourbridge Green . Very much m ore
rem ains to be seen by the tourist beyond what has
been enum erated , for Cam bridge is a place m ost attrae
tive for all kinds of visitors , and though it is possible to
see m uch by following the lines laid down , m ore rem ain s

,

equally deserving of m ention , for there are few places
of tourist resort more worthy of a lengthened sojourn
than the University town of Cam bridge .

Oscar Browning has quain tly asked , what m ade Cam
bridge a place of learning ‘

2 Why did our ancestors choose
this above all other spots to be the training ground of
youth The clim ate i s slightly relaxing , the soil heavy ,
the atm osphere , if it does not stagnate like that of the
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Thames Valley at Oxford and Eton , possesses little
stimulus to vitality .

In Cambridge , our best authorities tell us, everything
tends to quietude .

There are few births '

and few deaths—no one i s in
haste either to enter the world or to qu it it . But without.
question the town and n eighbourhood have beauties of
n ature which Oxford can scarcely rival . The reaches of
the Cam , in sign ifican t as they are , with the tree s that
shade it , are the favoured hom e of nightingales , for no
where else in England do they sing so loudly or so long ,
so that on better acquaintance Cambridge and district.
will be found full of unsuspected beauties second to none
among all the towns Of England .

WHAT TO PHOTOGRAPH IN CAMBRI D GE,

AND WHEN.

Supposin g the tourist enters the town from the Great
Eastern Station , proceedin g along the road following the
tramlines , the first object of note will be the n ew Roman
Cathol ic Church . Whether it i s worth a plate must be
left to the visitor ; if taken , it may be done any tim e up to
mid -day. Reaching Trum pington Street , A ddenbrooke ’

s

Hospital will be on the right , and near by , on the left ,
the Fitzwilliam Museum . This i s in classic style , and
has a frontage of three hundred and fifty feet . A wide
angle lens i s necessary here , and the m ost suitable time
i s during the m orning before noon . A little beyond , on
the same side of the street , i s Peterhouse College , the
oldest foundation in Cam bridge . Use here a wide -angle
len s before noon . On the opposite side i s Pembroke
College . The best time i s during the afternoon . The

Pitt Press , or the University Printing Works , i s worth a
plate . Then on the right is St . Botolph ’ s Church and
Corpus Christi College ,

taking the turning on the left
—Silver Street—for Queen ’ s College , Newnham , Ridley
Hall , and what are known as the “ Backs .” All these
require afternoon light . Return ing to Trumpington
Street , on the left are Corpus and St . Catherine ’ s , and
ju st about this point is on e of the finest views to be
found in Cam bridge . On the left i s the Gothic front of
King ’ s College with its chapel beyond , the University
Library , Senate House , and the front Of Caius College ;
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Near the east end of this chapel is the Roun d Church ,
or church of the Holy Sepulchre . As there are but
four like thi s in all England , it must not be passed
over . Views of the front are not easy to take
owing to the row of trees , but a very good position
is that from the side street , but the light is not always
good from this point . The interior is exceedingly dark ,
rendering it most difficult to photograph . Keeping to
the street on the left i s Jesus Lane ; the college of the
same name i s at the end of the thoroughfare . Leaving
this , we come to Sidney College and Christ ’ s College .

Here i s a mulberry tree planted by John Milton .

Then comes Emm anuel College , which can be taken
about noon , proceeding to Hyde Park Corner for the
Catholic Church .

F or permissions , how obtained , and information as
to dark rooms , see page 125 .



CHAPTER XV .

ROUND ABOUT CAMBR IDGE .

CHERRY H INTON ,
NETHER HALL, U PHALL,

F UL

BOURN, GOG-MAGOG H ILLS , H I STON , I MP INGTON,

THE HALL,
M ILTON

,
LAND BEA CH ,

HAUXTON ,

LITTLE SHELF ORD , GREAT SHELF ORD , STA PLE

PORD ,
MA D INGLEY , F OXTON , BA RR INGTON, HA S

LINGF I ELD , COTON, ETC .

Q HERE are m any interesting places within easy
distance of Cam bridge well worth seeing . The

first is Cherry Hinton , a sm all village
Ch e rry “in to", two m iles and a half south -east

Z t M ile fi Of the town . The church (St .
Andrew) i s a fine bu ilding , and con

tains som e beautiful specim en s of Early English work ,
and m any other intere sting item s so dear to the

an tiquarian . The oak roof and arcading in the chan cel
should be spe cially noted .

At a short distance from the village
Ne th e r "a ", i s Nether Hall , and n ear by is the

U p hzln
l

fi ile s
Manor of Uphall ; but these have

n orth . nothing special , they are sim ply fine
coun try mansions . The Cambridge

Waterworks are situated here , and are worth an
inspection .

Fu lbourn is five miles south -east of Cambridge . This
village had two churches in on e yard , which is by no

means com m on , but on e being decayed
rum ou r". was taken down m any years ago . The
5 m ile so presen t church , St.Vigor

’

s, has recen tly
been restored . It is a stone building

of the Decorated period , but it shows m any Styles from
Norman to Perpendicular . There are many points of
interest to the antiquarian , such as the carved heads of
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Edward III . and one of the bishop on the roof of the
chancel . In the chantry is a lofty tomb with two

recumbent figure s in stone , also a large brass with
effigy In cope to the memory of William de Fulbourn ,
chaplain to Edward III . and canon of St . Paul ’s
Cathedral , 1390. There are many other brasses , som e

of them quite unique , especially the one in the south
aisle with kneeling effig ies of a lady and two children ,
with the matrix Of a knightly figure of the fifteenth
century . The pulpit is of carved oak , dating from
1330, and shows marvellous work ; it i s worth close
exam ination .

South of Fulbourn rise the Gog -Magog H ill s . It is
a pleasant walk to the top , from which a splendid view

is Obtained . Ely Cathedral i s plainly
Gog -M 3 8 0 8 visible . The geologist will find much
H il ls . 2 m i le s . of interest in the chalk pit near by .

Altogether the village i s as picturesque
a place as may be found in Cam bridgeshire . It I S very
easily reached , not only by walking but by rail , as it has
a station on the Cam bridge -Newmarket lin e of railway .

_Within fou r miles of Cam bridge 18 the village of Histon .

Here again at on e tim e were two churche s in the parish ,
St . Andrew ’ s and St . Ethelburg a

’

s, but
H isto n the latter was pulled down in the year
3 t m iles 1600 by Sir Francis Hinde , and the

material u sed for building his mansion
at Madingley . The pre sent church , St . Andrew , i s Early
English , but having a m ixture of other styles of architec
ture . Portions of the dem olished church were discovered
and added to the pre sent building in 1874 these may be
seen in the chance], the windows are very fine , those in
the chancel are of Munich glass , and the north wall of the
transept shows fin e work . There are many very inter
esting details worth studying here . Antiquarian s , please
note .

On e mile further i s Im pington , noted for its sm all
church

,
St . Andrew , containing some fine carved

work and many curiou s fragm ents of

I m p in g ton , alabaster figures , and on the north
3 m ile s . wall is preserved a fresco painting ,

said to represen t St . Christopher .
This was discovered during the restoration of the

building . On the floor , under the tower , i s also a



ROUND ABOUT CAMBRIDGE. 77

very fine brass to the mem ory of John Burgoyne and
his wife , date d 1525 , as well as m any other interest ing
items . Another very rem arkable historical fact connected
with this vil lage i s that on e Elizabeth Woodcock , in
the win ter of 1799 , was buried in a snowdrift , where
she rem ained for eight days and nights , but , taken
out al ive , she lived for some months afterwards . A
monum ent was erected by public subscription on the

exact spot to com m em orate the extraordinary circum
stance .

Impin gton Hall , near by , is the house so frequently
mentioned in the famous diary of Samuel Pepys , having

been built by a m ember of his family .

Im p in g ton This village , though small and appar
Ha l l . ently insign ifican t , is well worth the

atten tion Of the tourist in his way
about Cambridgeshire .

Milton , another village adjoining , i s on the Cam , with
an interesting church , showing som e Norman work ,

especially in the chancel . The Norman
M ilt° fl s 3 tm l le s arch is very fin e . The nave i s of a

geom etric character , dating from the

year 1300. On the south side of the chancel arch is a
recess , supposed to be a hagioscope , which is worth
noting . The principal attraction s of the church are the

Specia lly fin e marble sculpture s , on e by Flaxm an to Mrs .
Knight , 1800, the other by Chantrey , 1829 . The

windows of modern glass are also in teresting .

One and a half m iles further is Landbeach , a like
distan ce from Waterbeach Railway Station .

“ In the

map of Babington
’

s
‘ Ancient Cam

La n d b e a c h , 5 bridgeshire
’

the nam e i s speltWa ter

m ile s f rom beehe, and in conn ection with the finds
Ca m b r id g e . of Rom an coins near Akeman Street

the spelling Landbeche i s adopted , as
being no doubt the spelling Of the nam e long before the
word bea ch was introduced into the English language ,
for this word used as the n ame of the shingle lying
between the sea and the main land came to be employed
about the year 1600 A .D .

, whereas both these villages ,
Waterbeach and Landbeach , existed long before that
date , for one of the churches is a thirteenth century
building ” (S . H . Miller) . The village is , however , known
as Landbeach ; the church is an ancient building lately
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restored . containing many monuments and some very
fin e carved woodwork brought from the chapel Of Je sus
College , Cam bridge , the stalls bearing the cock and
globe which constituted the badge of Bishop Alcock of
Ely. The large figures of an gels in the fine Early
Perpendicular roof are worthy of notice .

On the road leading to Royston , four mil es from
Cambridge , i s the village of Hauxton , on the banks

of the Cam . Interesting relics of
Ha u x ton s skulls have been found whilst digging
4 m ile s for coprolites at the works near the

church . These remains are supposed
to be from some bu rial grounds , said to be British , but
this appears doubtful . The chu rch St . Edmund

, 1130,
shows very Early Norm an work , and contains , amongst
other noteworthy items , a Decorated pi scina and a plain
sedi le , also a fine fresco of Thomas a Becket , but cut for
the purpose of mak ing a squ int ; otherwise this is in good
preservation . The church suffered from the fan aticism
of Dowsing , who was the great enemy of all ecclesiastical
art, and did much mischief in hi s day (seven teenth
century) . He visited thi s chu rch March 13th ,

1643 , and
destroyed many choice relics .
Little Shelford , a m ile and a half (five mile s from

Cambridge) , i s a very pleasant village . The church ,
All Saints , i s specially interesting on

Litt le S h e lf o rd , account of its very beautiful altar
5 m ile s. tomb of the Decorated period , erected

to Sir John Freville , a Crusader under
Edward II . ,

with inscription in Norman French . The

tomb is under a rich ogee canopy , and the recumbent
effigy is in full armour . There are also two very beauti
ful brasses with eflig ies, 1393 and 1405 respectively .

Another very remarkable feature of the church is the
sin gular hagioscope , which is worth examination .

A short distance further is Great Shelford , near which
are the nine wells that supply the water for the street
channel s of Cam bridge . The church , St . Mary the

Virgin , was built in 1387 , and on that
Gre a t S h e lf o rd ,

account is interesting . It has a P erpen
4 m iles from dicu lar rood screen , and an elaborately
Ca m b r id g e . carved pulpit of the Jacobean period ;

and on the north wall of the chancel are
ston e panels with carved shields of noted county families .
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The fine brass , with effigy , under a canopy with shields ,
i s m ost un common ; it commem orates a form er vicar ,
1418 . Many other item s conta ined in this church are

noteworthy . Near the vill age are traces of a Rom an
encam pm ent , so that altogether it is a place where a
short sojourn might be made with advantage .

Stapleford adjoins Great Shelford . The parish is
crossed by the river Granta . The

Sta p le f o rd , church of St . An drew dates from 1260.

4 m ile s . Rem ains of en tren chm ents m ay be seen
at a short distance from the village .

Madingley is a sm all place in a valley , about three and
a half m iles from Cam bridge . The hall is a large
Elizabethan house , specially fam ous as being the resi

den ce of H .R .H . the P rince of Wales
M a d in g le y , whilst an undergraduate of the Univer
3 % m ile s . sity. The stone gateway is very fine .

The church has recen tly been restored
it has , however , nothing remarkable . The village i s
most picturesque from the windm ill near the church a
fin e view is Obtained of the fen coun try from the sum ~

mit of the hill , Ely Cathedral is plainly visible .

Foxton is an intere sting village on the river Rhea , and
is seven miles from Cam bridge , it can be reached by

rail The church is worth
Fo x tom 7 m ile s . seeing , as it is of flint , with a thirteenth

century chan cel ; the windows , double
piscina , and rood staircase are rem arkable ; especially
noteworthy is the eastern triplet , which presents a fine
exam ple of Early English the glass is fourteenth
century work . This church possessed the privilege of
sanctuary , which was by no m eans com m on .

At a short distance from Foxton is Barrington , also on

the Rhea ; and close to the Cam , near by , the beds of
coprolite and gravel have furn ished

Ba rr in g to n , remarkable relics of all kinds , many of
7 m ile s which are to be seen at the Vicarage .

Students of geology and anthropology
will find here many rare treasures . The church , be sides
being interesting in itself , con tains a ten th centu ry iron
bound chest . There are also many other ancient
remains which will be found of general interest to

the tourist .
Haslingfield, which is the next village , i s only separated
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by a hill . The church of All Saints , 1352 , i s a fine

exam ple of Decorated work . The aisle
Ha s l in z fl e ld , roofs , of the Jacobean period , have the
5 } m ile c original colouring , with elaborate

mouldings , flowing tracery , and rich
foliaged bosses . The windows retain their ancient glass .
The monuments In the chancel are very fine .

The return to Cam bridge can be made by way of

Harston or Barton . This latter i s a
Coton , small village on the Bourn brook . It
3 ; m ile s . has an interesting church . Coton is a

small village three mile s and a half from
Cambridge , on the road to St . Neots , the church stands in
the centre of the village , and has a chancel of Norman
date . On e of the curious features in the wal l of the
chancel i s the low side or leper ’ s window , which is not
O ften seen , though occasionally m etwith in old churches .
The se are usually found in south walls , near to the altar ,
and are so constructed that a person outside could easily
look through . They were never glazed . Difference of
Opinion exists as to their origin . Usually they are

believed to have been m ade for the accommodation of

l epers in the Middle Ages , when that disease was pre
valent in this country . The leper was not allowedto enter
the church through fear of contagion , buthewas permitted
to kneel outside this window , listen to the service , and to
rece ive the Holy Com m union from the officiating priest .
Some have argued that these windows were made for
the purpose of ringing the sanctus bell , to acquaint the
villagers of the exact mom ent when the consecration
took place in the Mass . The fact of the windows being
n ear the altar lends colour to this statemen t .
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circa 1340, and stands n ear the main road ; it has a
variety of styles , Norman , Early Engli sh , Decorated ,
etc . , and con tains many interesting details of the various
periods . On e of the m ost interesting i s a curious brass ,
with effigies of a man in arm our,his wife (now missing) ,
twelve sons , and‘

four daughters ; the inscription is sadly
mutila’te’ d . The date , however , i s about 1465 . The

village i s noted as the birthplace of Jerem y Collier , the
historian .

Bottisham ,

‘

seven miles from Cambridge , is a large
village on the m ain road it is close to

Bo tt is h a m , what is known as the F en Border .”

7 m iis a . In an cient times the name was spelt
Bodekysham and Bottlesham ; tod ay

it i s spoken of as Bott’sham . The touri st will be
inclined to l inger here , for the church is a fin e

building of stone , and contains very much of in

terest, n ot only to the archaeologist, but to the

gen eral visitor . The m ost rem arkable features of the

church are its nave , with five bays . aisle s , north and

south porches , and western Galilee porch . Other
items worthy of note are the piscina and sedilia (Early
English) , chan cel arch (Early Decorated) , a very
curious Perpendicular stone screen , and the m em orial
east window and reredos , these two latter be ing to the
memory of Col . Jenyn s , one of the noble six hundred .

”

The m onuments and eflig ies in marble are both
numerous and curious . A brass efligy

‘ and canopy
immortalise Elyas de Beckingham , of the Common
Pleas , who retired from the Bench in 1305 . A few years
previously all the j udges of the tim e were charged with
bribery and corruption , an d two only were acquitted , on e
of these being Beckingham . In the south aisle can be

seen a series of stone coffin slabs , and many other
noteworthy obj ects alike curious and uncommon .

The ham lets of Bottisham Lode ,
Bott is h a m Longmeadow , and the F en are near
Lod e , e tc . by . In the former are the remain s of

a priory , founded by Henry I . The

church is modern , and has nothing special .

Leaving Bottisham by the Swan I nn , turn to the

right . The road is good and level for some distance ,
although rough at places . Newmarket i s soon reached ,
and the first Object of note i s the clock tower , which
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stands at the ea stern end of the High Street . This
was erected in 1889 , and is

'

of red brick with stone
dressings . It is at the j unction of High Street and

the Bury and Upper Station roads .
New m a rk e t, As previously mentioned Newm arket
15 m ile s . i s partly in Cam bridgeshire and

partly in Suffolk , the main street
dividing the two coun tie s . On the Suffolk side i s the
parish of St . Mary , and on the Cam bs side the parish of All
Sain ts . Newm arket isin teresting form any reasons , but it
is best known as “ The Metropolis of the Turf ,

” for it is
the first horse - rearing and horse - racing place in England .

It is interesting to archaeologists by reason of the old
British road , known as the I ckn ieldWay , running close
by the town from north - east to south -west , cutting the
Devil ’ s Dyke at right angles . This dyke runs across the
fam ousHeath , and is twenty feet wide and eighteen feet
high , the fosse being on the we st side . It is, however ,
to the races , racecourse , and train ing establishm ents that
Newm arket owes its popularity . There are from to

horse s in training on the Downs , which are in
every way most suitable for the purpose . Seven prin
cipal annual race m eetings are held , which are attended
by large numbers of visitors from all parts of the
country . The establishm ent of horse racing in Englan d
appears to date from the tim e of Jam es I . Charles II .

was a g reat patron of the sport , and during his reign
Newm arket flourished . On the edge of the Heath were
form erly two barrows belonging to the group known as
Beacon s . These were exam ined . In one n othing was
found ; in the other the remains of a British interment ,
consisting of a rude vase , containing a few bones,
etc . , ,

were discovered .

“ In rem oving a barrow for

the purpose of improving the Heath , an urn of rude
constru ction and m aterials , containing ashes and
some bones , was found in its centre ; also two
coins supposed to be Roman , and a fragment of
a cup , of far superior m anufacture to the urn above
mentioned , were foun d lying amongst the soil at the
depth of two feet ” (

“ Anc . pp . 67 The
church was originally built during the latter half Of the
twelfth century , but very little of the original structure
now rem ains . Som e years ago the north and east walls
of the chan cel might have been seen , but these were



84 THE WAY A BO UT CA WBRIDGESHIRE.

rem oved at the tim e of the restoration of the church
In an account drawn up by the pre sent rector ,

Rev . John Im rie , M .A . , it is stated that there i s evidence
of the existen ce Of the church in 1337, for at that date
St .Mary ’ s i s m entioned as “ Ye Old Cha pe l of ye Ble ssed
Mary in an ancient Latin document still preserved in
the Tower Of London . It is also said that the father of
Cardinal Wolsey directed that his body shoul d be buried
in the churchyard Of our Lady St . Mary at Newm arket .
There are many interesting objects worth seeing in the
church , notably a fragm en t of Old wood carving bearing
a Latin inscription , m em orial windows , and tablets to
notable persons . In the chance l i s an Early Engl ish
piscina , discovered in 1856 , and found to en close a small
purse containin g three Nurem berg jetton s of comm on

type . The several re storations have done much to

modern ise the church , so that very little rem ains of its
original structure . The chu rch of All Saints i s in
every way m odern , having been built so recently as 1877 ;
there i s nothing specially in tere sting for the touri st .
Three miles south of Newm arket i s W'

ood Ditton
Church , which has a rem arkable brass

Wood D itto n , dated 1393 , and near by is Kirtling ,
18 5 m ile s . form erly the seat of the Earls of

Guildford . Very little i s left of the

old mansion save the great gateway and the moat .
Cheveley is an adjoin ing

l
village , re

K irt l in g , m arkable for having a church dedicated
2 0t m i le s . to St . Mary and the Holy Host ; it i s

also noted for itsEarly Decorated tower ,
with an extern al bartizan or watch place . Several other

items will also in tere st the visitor . To

C h e v e le y , the north -west Of Newm arket i s the
18 m ile s . little parish of Exning . Detached from

the rest of the county (Sufl b lk) to

which it belongs , it is sim ply an insulated fragm ent in
the m iddle Of Cam bridgeshire . It is a
small place , but of historic note , being

Z

NLT'fiiflzgr the birthplace of St . Etheldreda , the

foundress of Ely,
who was baptised in

the seven springs of this parish . The stream runn ing
through the vill age i s so rapid that i n the severest
win ter it i s never frozen . The church is an old

structure , Early English and Decorated .

Ex n in g ,



CHAPTER XVII .

CAMBR IDGE TO M ILDEN HALL .

SWA F FHAM PR IOR , SWA F FHAM BULBECK , REA CH ,

U PP ER HARE PA RK , M ITCHELL HALL, BURGH

HALL,
BU RWELL, FO RD HAM ,

LANDWA D E , CH I P

P ENHAM , F RECK ENHAM , WORLINGTON , A ND

M ILD ENHALL.

M ILDENHALL, although actually in Suffolk county ,
i s so n ear the Cambridgeshire borders as to claim

a notice in our Way About , as it is a place worth the
attention of the tourist . The parish is the large st in the
county , andin cludes several sm all places adj acent . The

distan ce from Cam bridge is twen ty -two m iles . The

road is a good one for cyclists , but to those who

do not patron i se the
,
wheel Mildenhall can be reached

by rail , as it is the term inus of a branch line from
Cam bridge . On leaving the latter Quy and Bottisham
are passed . These have already been noted in a
previous section , so we pass on to Swafl

'

ham , at which
place there i s a railway station .

Swaffham Prior, or Great Swafiham , is seven miles
from Cam bridge . This is rem arkable

Sw a fl h a m P r io r, for its having two churches in on e

7 m ile s. chu rchyard . The church of St . Mary
has long been in ruins . F or som e tim e

it
'

lwas used as a buryin g place for the Allix fam ily ; the
Norm an and Early English rem ains are interesting ;
the building was partially restored in the year 1887 .

The other church , St . Cyriac , is Of the debased Gothic
style , and has many architectural details worth noting .
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On e mile north of this village i s Reach , which is on ly
a ham let . Here i s a school church
erected on the site of a ruined chapel
of St . Etheldred, formerly a cell of
Ram sey . Reach is said to have been

a considerable place before the Norm an Conquest . On
this account , it is O ften referred to as “ Roche or

Ruin Reach .

” Coin s of Constans and others have been
found here .

Swaffham Bulbeck , or Bolebeck ,
i s noted for

havin g , in ancient times , a Ben e
Sw a fi h a m B u l dietine nunnery , founded in 1190 by
b e c k . 8 m i le s . Halewyse de Glanville , or on e of the

Bu lbecs . The church is very old , the
nave having four bays , two aisles , and north and south

porche s . The anc ient vestment chest
U p p e r "ev e of cedar wood , dated fifteenth cen tury ,

P a rk has some fine carvings worth in

M itc h e l'fl a “ spection , as they are most curious .
a m ’ B u 'g "“a “ Upper Hare Park , close by , i s the

residence Of the Earl of Clancarty.

Two other county mansions are Mitchell Hall and
Burgh Hall .
Bu rwell i s a large village , next en rou te . This has a
station on the G.E .R . Here was a castle built by
Stephen standing n ear the church ; the earthworks

round the ruins are in good preser
B u rw e l l , vation , and serve as a reservoir for
10 m ile s springs of water . This spot i s

hi storically fam ous as being the

place where Geofl’rey de Magnaville Earl of Essex m et

with his death by an arrow in the year 1144. The

church i s on e of the best exam ples of Perpendicular
style of architecture in Cambridge shire . It will be
found at the south end of the village the visitor will be
attracted by its light and elegant appearance . The

windows are exceedingly fine , all being large . The

woodwork of the roof in nave and the canopied niches in
chancel are worth see ing . Another rem arkable item in
thi s church is a brass of an uncom mon character—a

palimpsest with its early inscription erased . An
interesting record m ay be found in the register of a
calamitous fire which occurred I n the year 1727 , when a
barn

,
in which on e hundred and forty person s were
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assem bled to witness a puppet Show , took light from the

acciden tal firing of loose straw , and about eighty
person s perished . There i s good accom modation in the
village for visitors .
Fordham , the n ext village , I s interesting to the an ti

quarian , as in ancient tim es a priory
Fo rd h a m , existed here , founded by Henry III .

5 m ile s f rom The church is Early English , with a
New m a rk e t fine Norm an doorway opening into a

chapel , having six bays vaulted with
stone ribs . The upper storey is known as the Lady

Chapel , and i s entered by an external
La n dw a d e . stair turret . One m ile further is Land

4 m i le s f rom wade , which should be visited for its
New m a rk e t . church , contain ing som e very ancient

monuments to the Cotton family .

Two m iles east is Chippenham , in the churchyard of

which is the m arble tom b Of the Right
C h ip p e n h a m ,

Hon . Sir Thomas Erskine May,

5 m ile s f rom Baron Farnborough , clerk of

New m a rk e t . the House of Common s from 1871 to

1886 . Beyond this there i s nothing
for the visitor . Within fou r mile s of Mildenhall is the
small village of Freckenham ,

standing on the border line
of Cam bridgeshire and Suffolk . There I s nothing special

here except the church , with its
F re c k e n h a m , benches carved with curious devices ,
16 2 m i le s f rom and the extraordinary tablet in the
Ca m b rid g e n ave representing a bishop shoeing a

horse— a task not usually included
in a bishop ’ s ordinary duties . It is supposed to refer
to Bishop Halo, form erly bishop of Novan in France .

A short distance further I sWorlington ,
Wo r l in g to n . on the south bank Of the river Lark , at

the point where that river entersthe fens .
On e mile further is the market town of Mildenhall ,

the terminus of the branch railway from Cam bridge
The town is also situated on the Lark ,

which is a tributary of the Ouse .

M ild e n h a l l . It includes Mildenhall High Town ,
2 02m ile s f rom Beck Row, West Row, and Holywell
c a m b f id z t Row ,

so that altogether it i s an im

portan t place , adm irably suited for a
soj ourn , the hotel accom modation be ing am ple and
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excellen t . The Market Cross is a prom inent object , and
interesting . as it i s of the tim e of Henry V . , hexagonal
in shape , and built Of timber , covered with lead ; much
busine ss i s transacted here on m arket days , Fridays . The

Manor House i s a fine building erected in the reign of

Charles I . by Sir Henry North , Bart . It is Elizabethan
in style Of architecture . The church ,

M a n or Hou s e . be side s possessing many interesting
features , has two specially fin e Gothic

porches on the north and sou th side s , and very good
Perpendicular roof work , w ith uncom m on fan tracery .

Another attraction is the tom b of Sir Henry déBarton ,
Lord Mayor of London in the reign of Henry VI under
whose auspices the m etropolis was first lighted. Other
monum en ts and brasse s will be found worthy of notice .

The east window is rem arkable for its wonderfu l tracery ,
which is said to be quite unique in England . Many
public buildings will be noticed in the town ; m ost Of
them are m odern , and have nothing special about them .
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three fragm ents during the restoration , and is supposed
to have com posed part of the high al tar in pre -Reform a
tion tim es . At a short distance further on are the

remains of Denney Abbey , founded
D e n n e y A b b e vo about 1160 by Robert Cham berlain

and the Duke of Bretagne , and re

founded by Agnes Counte ss of Pembroke , for nuns of
the order of St . Clare . The refectory shows som e fin e

Norm an and Decorated work . The se rem ains are we ll
worth the attention of the tourist , as in m any points
they are unique .

The road is a good on e , be in g a dead level , adm irably
suitable for cyclists many sm all places are passed , and
good views are Obtained of the fen coun try on both

side s until Stretham i s reached . This
Stre th a m , parish include s Stretham ‘

F en , and
12 m i le s . stands on the old Rom an road known

as Akerman Street , i s situated on the

banks of the Cam , and included in the Isle of Ely,
being only four miles distant of that city . On the high

road , near the church , will be noticed
S tre th a m F e n . an ancient ston e cross , dating from the

year 1400. In the year 1844 the entire
vill age was nearly destroyed by fire . The church has a
lofty spire , an d, like all churches in the shire . i s an
attraction to visitors , having much Of interest within
and connected with it. One of the chief Objects i s the
handsome fine oak carved screen , dating

'

from 1440.

Three miles north - east is the ham let
of Thetford, standing on the east side
of Akerm an Street . The ancient chapel
of St . George , fourteenth century , i s

an attraction . This has , however , been enlarged and
restored . From Stretham the con

Ely , 16 m i le s tinuation of the road is undulating
b y roa d . until Ely i s reached , . which is

15 m ile s b y ra il . exactly sixteen m iles frOm Cam bridge
by road , and fifteen miles by rail .
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.

XIX .

THE I SLE AND C ITY OF ELY.

To WH ICH I S A D D ED WHAT To PHOTOGRA PH,

How To D o I T
, AND WHEN .

HE most elevated ground in the fen district formed
a n atural island when the fen s were subj ect to

inundation s . In the ancien t chronicles we read that
“ Ely i s a pleasant island , exten sive and well peopled ,
with a fertile soil and rich pasturage ; it is surrounded
on all sides by m arshes and ten s, and can be approached
on one side only , where a strait and n arrow road leads to
the island and the castle , which from ancien t tim es has
stood above the waters at the very en trance , in a Singular
m anner, so that the whole i sland is a veritable fortress
(William of Huntin gdon

’

s Chronicles This
state of things has been altered sinceWilliam ’ s day , as evi
deuced by the splendid level roads from every part of the
coun ty which now exist . The district known as “ The

Isle” is pear shaped , and m easure s about twelve m iles
north to sou th and seven m ile s east to west . We can

easily im agine its ancient condition , when we find that
it i s bounded on the east by the river Ou se , on the west
by the New Bedford River , on the north by the Old
Croft River , and on the south by the Catchwater Drain .

It is here that the fen district com m ences to present
attractions to the visitor such as can be found in no

other district in England , to say nothing of the special
charm s Of Ely c ity and its cathedral , which are altogether
unique . Ely is a very ancien t city , standing on the

eastern edge of the island , and surrounded by a host Of
in tere sting village s , allJof which are within a compa ss Of
e ight m iles of the city .

For a soj ourn , very com fortable quarters may be

obtained at the many hotels , which afford capital
accom modation at reasonable charges . The author
of the “ Cam p of Refuge ” tells u s t hat “ the i sle
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had its n am e from H e lig or E l ig , a British nam e for

the willow , which grew in great abundan ce in ex ery part
of it, and which form ed in m any pla ces low but alm ost
im pen etrable forests , with m arshes and quagm ire s under
them , or within them .

” But this derivation is n ot n ow

con sidered correct , a s a laterwriter asserts , that Elym ean s
"
eel island —ce l , Saxon for eel i

'

g , Sa x on for island— and

E lig becam e m odified in toEly (see LiberElien sis In
ancien t days Ely was really an in land island , be ing
surrounded on all sides by lake s and broad rivers , which
increased in size during the rainy seasons , there be ing
but few artificial em bankm en ts to keep in the waters ,
and no drove s or cuts to carry Off the increase of water
towa rds the sea , so that the whole i sle was alm ost a
dead flat with occasional hillocks risin g up from the

expanse of waters , but though thus su rrounded they
were n ever entirely covered by water . Upon these
em inen ces the an c ient dwellers bu ilt the ir towns and
erected the ir churches and dwellin g place s , keeping
up their com m un ication with the ou tside world by means
of boats and skerries , flat bottom ed for the m ost part , so
that they were able to float in sha llow stream s . After
the subsiding of the waters , the richest pasture sprun g
up on all Side s , and the soil was everywhere rich and
productive . Owing to the natural position Of this
district , and from the fact that it was flanked by lakes ,
rivers , and swamps , it became from the earliest days
a veritable land of refuge again st all en emies ; so

that in the days of Rom an invasion , the Ancien t
Briton s held their own in the Isle Of Ely, and

m ade an obstin ate stand here , lon g after the rest of
England had been subdued, as historical documents
clearly prove . It is these rom antic and thrilling records
that invest this portion of England with so mu ch
interest to the touri st , for they have no equal in the

history of our nation .

The Cathedral of Ely stands upon the highest ground
in the isle , and notwithstanding all the drain ing that has
been done the grand structure i s to -day en tirely surrounded
by watercourses , which are , however, under perfect
con trol .
We often hear it said that the Saxons had no grand
buildings , as they were not Skilled in architecture ,
that

'

their churche s and m on a stic buildings were
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constructed of wood , without arche s or colum ns , aisles
or Cloisters , and that there was no grandeur or beauty
in the edifices of England until after the Norm an
Conquest . ” These rem arks are hardly correct ,
for we know that the abbey of Ely in the tenth
century was built by the Saxon bishop Ethelwald,
and was constructed of stone , and richly ornam ented in
all its details . Round -headed arches rested upon rows of
massive colum ns , the roofs of the church and of the great
hall of the abbey were both arched and towering , and
high above all a tower and steeple shot into the air , to
serve as a landm ark throughout the flat fenny coun try ,
and as a guide to such as might at any time lose
themselve s am ong the meres and labyrinths of the

forests of willows which surround it .
It was after Duke William had been crowned at West

minster , and the proclamation had gone forth that all
m en of Saxon blood ought to be dispossessed of their
property , that F rithric , the m ost noble -hearted of all
lord abbots , was driven from St . Albans . and wandered
alone through the wilds and fens , begging his way and
concealing him self from Norman pursuit in the huts
during his wearisome j ourney , taking with him to Ely
nothing but two holy books which gave him com fort
during his pilgrimage . On his arrival he summoned the
monks and novices in the great hall to take his last fare
well , and said to them ,

“ My brothers , my children ,

the time i s come when , according to Scripture ; I m ust fl ee
from c ity to city before the face of our persecutors .”

So he cam e to Ely, a lone man , leaving the sunny hill
of St . Albans for the fens and morasses of the i sle ,
which gave many a rude shake to the hour -glass of his
life . This life was drawing to a close , for be wasted
away daily , appearing as time progressed more and more

haggard and worn , until all his beloved followers were
conscious that he was passing from am ong them . To

cheer the Old man he was encouraged to hope , and was
Often addressed thus : “ Lord F rithric , these evil days
will pass away . Th e Saxons will recover their own
again

,
and thou wilt g et back , as a true Saxon , to thin e

own beloved abbey . He would reply , “ Young m en ,

England will be England again , but not in my day my
next move i s to the grave . St . Albans is a heaven ly
place , but it is still on earth , and save the one hope that
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m y country m ay revive , and that the laws and m ann ers
and the tongue of the Sax ons . m ay not u tterly peri sh ,
my hope s are a l l in heaven I”

This is but a brief passage from the stirring annals of
bygon e history intim ately connected with Ely. It is not
our province to add further details , but

‘ this m uch is
given to Show the in terest there i s attached to this spot ,
which should m ake it attractive to every traveller in one

of the choicest districts of England .

If Ely shou ld be approached from the railway station ,
the road leads up a m arked incline towards the great
gate . The be st way of entering the city is to turn to the
right near the Rifl em an I nn , by way of the turnstile ,
until the close i s reached , for at this spot , at the bottom ,

is the point from whence Turner painted his fam ous
picture of Ely . Reaching the top of the incline m ay be

seen a large m ound covered with shrubs , known as
Cherry Hill , supposed to be the site of the keep Of an
ancien t castle erected for the defen ce of the m onastery .

A winding path leads to the sum m it , from which a fine
view of the surrounding country m ay be obtained . To

the right will be seen the college , which is the residence
of the Dean and Chapter . Passing through the great
gate , built by Bucton , who was prior of Ely in 1380, and
turning to the right , the western entrance of the

cathedral is soon reached . To the left are the Theo
logical College and Hereward Hall , adjoin ing which is
the Bishop ’ s Palace , which is a stately brick mansion
built by Bishop Alcock in the reign Of Henry VII . The

curious n am e , in the form of a rebus , m ay be still seen
on the wall—a cock standing on a globe—Alcock . In
the palace is preserved the fam ous Tabula Elien sis,

”

a late work of the sixteenth centu ry , representing forty
knights , whom William I . quartered on the abbey , with
shields of arm s and figures of monk s accom panying each
knight . There i s also to be seen a curious pictu re of the

funeral of Bishop Cox in the year 1581 .

The public buildings of Ely are few , but noteworthy .

The Theological College i s a Gothic structure of red

brick , founded in 1876 . The Cathedral Gramm ar School ,
founded by Henry VIII . in 1541 , is the stately structure
which form ed the principal entrance to the monastery ,
known as Ely Porta .

” It stands to the south of the
cathedral . The gatehouse was comm enced in the year
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1366 , and was unfinished in 1397 in recent years altera ~

tions were made with additions , such as a building of
brick and stone bearing the nam e Of Hereward Hall

,

”

which was erected on the western side . The building
on the n orth Side of the cathedral i s the Choristers ’

School , built in 1862 . The Shire Hall , 1820, and Corn
Exchange in the Market Place , 1847, are also fine

buildings .
On e of the ecclesiastical edifices be sides the

cathedral i s Holy Trinity Church—the Lady Chapel
of the cathedral—which is rem arkable by be ing a
rectangular building without pillars . It was com

m enced in 1321 by John D e Wisbeche , a monk .

Its un usual position will at once arre st the atten
tion Of the visitor , for it is northward of the choir ,
by reason of a public road passing at the east end of the

cathedral , where , according to rule , it should have been
placed if this had been possible it would have made the
cathedral the longest ecclesiastical building in the world .

The interior of the church is m ost rem arkable , as it i s
the widest single span church in England

,
and round the

whole of the interior walls below the windows is an
arcade of elaborate canopied niches of singular beauty of
form , covered with the richest profusion Of sculptured
flower work and dainty leafage . The present Dean says
of this work , The exqu isite delicacy and grace of line of

the figure s of this scu lpture rem ind the beholder of the

beauty of D onatello
’

s work in ldw relief a Century later
in Italy . We rejoice that it still rem ains , in spite of the

havoc worked by the misguided activity of reform ing
zeal , for the hand of the destroyer has sadly mutilated
this exquisite arcadin g . In such a condition is it
tod ay that Welby Pugin e stimated the probable cost of
the restoration Of thi s interior at no less a sum than

But even the provision of that sum woul d
not make the work possible , for it is considered that
there doe s not exist in all Europe an artist in stone who
could be trusted to repair this defaced sculpture of Alan
de Wal sin gham

’

s craftsmen .

” A full description of this
beautiful work will be found in the handbook obtain able
in the city , giving an alm ost exhaustive accoun t of the

sculptures , compiled from the contemporary docum ents
and written source s of m edizeval folk tal es and legends ,
which in them selves are exceedingly intere sting .
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St.

.

Mary
’

s Church is to the west of the cathedral ,
standing in a large enclosure . It is of thirteenth
century build , and is the work of Bishop Eustachius .
It contains many architectural remains of peculiar
I nterest . The house at the corner Of the churchyard ,
kn own as Cromwell ’ s House , was at one tim e the resi
dence of Oliver Cromwell , from 1636 to 1640. This fact
Inve sts the hou se with considerable charm . Near by
stood

.

the Sextry Barn , said to have been the largest in
the

.

kingdom . A little farther i s St . John ’ s Hospital , of
wh ich the remains are but few , but will prove interesting
to the antiquarian . What can be seen tod ay has been
converted into farm buildings

.

Near the Prior’ s Lodge i s Prior Cranden ’

s Chapel ,
which I s on e of the most curious and valuable Decorated
remains in the kingdom . Its orn aments are -of the best
character , well executed , and the whole design is of

great excellence . It is daily used for the scholars of the
King

’

s School . The green in fron t of the western portion
of the cathedral facing the palace has been laid out and

planted with Shrubs . The house standing in a garden
Opposite the palace i s the site of an anc ient chantry ,
founded by Bishop Northwold , known as the Chantry on
the Green . There are m any other buildings and an cient
remains near by . Want of space preven ts details being
given ; they are each of very special interest , and should
be sought out by the visitor .

THE CATHED RAL.

This m ost interesting building , that has lasted for

more than twelve hundred years , has had a wonderful
history , and, as Profe ssor Freeman well says , “ it over
whelm s the beholder

,
not only by the stateline ss and

variety of its outlin e , but by its utter strangene ss , its
unlikeness to anything else . The best poin t of view
will be found at a little distance back on the Palace
Green . From this point the noble structure

Looks down benign ly grave , and seem s to say,
Ye com e and g o ince ssan t we rem ain

Safe in the hal lowed qu ie ts of the past ;
Be reverent , ye who fl it and are forg ot ,
O f faith so nobly rea lised as this .”

The ful l history of the cathedral would occupy a
volume , and even its many choice feature s are so
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numerous that only the briefest outline can be given
here . The cathedral represents a church of a monas
tery, founded in the seventh century by Ethel
dreda , queen of the Gyrwas, or dwellers in the

fens . ” It was refounded in 970, and patronised by
Canute or Knut and his queen . The presen t cathedral
was begun in 1081 , and is said to di splay the purest
Specimen Of Gothic architecture , not only in England ,
but in the world . It is the largest and most im posin g
of all our English cathedrals .
The account of the first visit of King Knut to Ely has

been preserved to us in the quaint lin e s of the an cien t
ballad , written in old English dialect , but m odernised as
follows

Swee tly sang the m onks Of Ely,
Knu t the king tow ’d n igh

Listen how the winds be bringing
From yon church a holy singing I

Row m en
,
n earer by .”

Loudly sang the m onks at Ely
On tha t Thursday m orn .

’
Twas the fea st of God ascended
Of the wond ‘rou s dram a ended

God for sinners born I
Hark !“ I will not leave you orphans,

I will not leave you lon g .

”

Grand the m inste r m u sic sounded ,
A nd the fen land air re sounded
With the holy song .

Swee tly sang the m onks of Ely
K nu t the king tow ’d nigh

Listen to the ange ls bringing
Holy thoughts that seem ed l ike s inging

Row yet nearer by .”
F or the visitor interested in achitectural studies , no
better place can be chosen than Ely— somany styles are
here represented—and what make s it Of even greater
value i s the fact that the date of every portion i s
accurately known , which makes the cathedral a standard
by which other ecclesiastical buildings of similar style
may be dated , so that their actual ag e can be fixed .

The following styles of architecture may be found in
the building : Norm an (Early and Advanced) , Tran
sitional Norman ,

Early English , Early Decorated ,
Decorated , Perpendicular , Renaissan ce , . and Classical .
The nave i s Norman , as is the west front ; the eastern
part of the church is Early English the Galilee , or west
porch

,
i s fine Early English ; the octagon lantern is
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Decorated theLady Chapel , Late Decorated triforium ;
Perpendicular ; the window , various . Handbooks are

published giving an exhaustive account of the cathedral ,
its past and pre sent history ; these may be Obtained of
the verger . The best i s the on e written by the Rev .

Charles William Stubbs , D .D . , Dean of Ely, who kindly
gave the writer perm i ssion to photograph the various
portions of the noble building , reproductions of which
we are able to in clude in our pre sent volum e . The m ost
ancient Object in the cathedral i s Ovin ’ s Cross . This
will be foun d in the south aisle ,

where it was placed
on being found in the last century at Haddenham ,

a
village seven miles from Ely, where it was used as a
horse block . The inscription on the pedestal i s in Rom an
capitals , except the E ,

which is Saxon :

LUCEM— TUAM— OVI NO
D A— D EUS— ET— REQ UI E

AMENR
’

Grant , 0 God, to Ovin , Thy light and rest . Am en .

In searching the an cient records m ention is m ade of

on e Ovin , a steward of St. Etheldreda , so it is allowed
that this cross was erected , e ither to his honour during
his lifetim e , or to his m em ory at hi s decease , in the early
part of the eighth cen tury . This m an m ust have been
of som e im portance , for in the accoun t of the death of
St . Chad , Ovin i s men tion ed by the Venerable Bede as
being present , and hearing the angel son g that welcom ed
the dyin g sain t . The visitor will not fa il to n otice the
m any m onum en ts to sain ts , bishops , founders , bene
factors , and other worthies on the floor as well as on the
walls of the cathedral .
At the end of the sou th aisle i s Bishop VVest’ S Chapel ,

15 15 -34 , which is m ost in tere sting , as it shows the tran
sitiou from Perpen dicular toRenaissan ce work , especially
in the roof and the frieze round thewall . This ecclesiastic
began life as the son of a baker at Putn ey , serving his
custom ers from door to door in this well -known river
side village .

On the corresponding side , at the end of the north
aisle , i s another chapel of the sam e size , known as Bishop
Alcock ’ s . This i s very beautiful , for it presents the m ost
elaborate specim en of Perpendicular work in existen ce ,

1486 -1500. The bishop was buried in the centre of the
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chapel ; his favourite device— a rebus of his nam e , a cock
standing on a globe , with his arm s—m ay be seen in the
window.

What has been m en tioned in this brief sketch is but a
sm all portion of the Obj ects to be seen within the

precin cts of this , the noblest cathedral of which England

GA L I LEE PO RCH
, ELY CATHEDRA L .

can boast an ex am in ation and study of its rich treasures
cannot fail to intere st and charm every vi sitor .

WHAT TO PHOTOGRAPH AT ELY ,

A ND WHEN.

Ely being one of the grandest of our English
cathedrals , the photographer will find plenty of work .

Many views m ay be taken of the exterior—on e from
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the college ; another from the “ Quiet Nook , [which
includes a portion of the western towers and som e fin e
old gables ; and others from the Park , river Ouse ,
Dean ’ s Garden , Bishop

’ s Garden , and the Market Place .

A good view of the west front can be had just behind the
cannon on the green , but in order to g et the Galilee
Porch and great west window the camera should be
fixed in fron t of the cannon , so as to clear the tree ,which

i s Of recent g rowth . This porch shou ld on no account
be overlooked , as it i s the fine st specimen of Early
English in the world . The centre subjects are in chrono

B I SHOP ’S PA L A CE , ELY .

logical order from the left , each with border and legend .

The interior of the cathedral Offers fin e opportunities .
The Prior ’ s Doorway is under the fourth window of the

nave to the right on entering ; this is well worth a plate ;
it is of Late Norman design , richly ornam ented on the

exterior . The carving is exqu isite . The doorway was
the prior ’ s en trance from the cloisters . It now open s into

a private garden belon ging to the dean ery . The view
may be taken about m idday ; if in bright light , Castle
plate f/64 , twelve seconds exposure only will be necessary .

The north aisle ,
looking west , will make a good
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that are worth recording . The Bishop ’ s Palace i s
an interesting m an sion . It con sists of two wings ,
a hall , and a gallery on e hundred feet long . The

Gram m ar School , the Cathedral Choristers
’ School on

the north side of the cathedral , the Theological College
(a Gothic buildin g Of red brick) , the Corn Exchange in
the Market Place , the Shire Hall , andmany street views
wi ll be found of great interest . Views from the river
banks will also afford variety ; n ear the Windmill will
give bits of fenland well worth taking , whilst a walk
along the bank as far as the Adelaide Bridge will
well repay the doing . What has been m ention ed will
serve as a slight indication of the kind of work to be
found in this most ancient of cities , but there i s
very much more worth considering . Nowhere in Eng
land is there so much varie ty of architectural work of

such exquisite beauty as at Ely, for there are specim ens
here of almost every style from 1083 downwards .



CHAPTER XX .

ELY TO CHATTER I S
Via

"WI TCHAM ,WI TCHFORD ,WENTWORTH , SU TTON

IN - THE - I SLE ,
MEP AL

,
AND A CRO SS THE WA SHES .

f

aA K ING the we stward outlet from Ely the journ ey
by road to Chatteris is fifteen m iles— passin g

through m any interesting villages . Leaving Ely by St .
Mary Street , keep to the left until a fork in the road is
reached , here turn to the right ; about two and a half

m iles is the sm all village of VVitch

Witc h f ord : ford , having an in teresting church ,
2 t m ile s originally Norm an , also a Norm an fon t ,

piscina , and double aum bry in the

chan cel , and a second aum bry in the wall of the n ave .

The tower is Early English , thirteenth cen tury ; the east
window has some good specim en s of stained glass . The

village is in teresting , as it i s thought that the Suffolk and
Sawtry Way passed through it.

A few m iles further at a short distan ce from the high
road is the V illage of Witcham (six
m iles from Ely) , origin ally known as
Wycheham . The church is of brick ,
Early En glish , thirteen th century . It

has a curiou s Norm an fon t with curiously carved figure s ,
also a fine stone pu lpit and oak screen .

It is interesting to note how the n am es Witchford and
Witcham arose , as given in Historia Elien sis Liber
Secundus .” “William I . was en cam ped at Bran don ,

con tem plating the reduction of the Isle of Ely . Here

ward had com m an d of the Cam p of Refuge to the north
Of the presen t c ity . The Conqueror found m any difficu l
ties staring him in the face . I vo Taillebois , his lieutenan t ,
suggested that incantation might be the easier m ode of

conquest , saying , I have long known an old wom an who
could deprive the garri son of the isle of all their va lour
and their watchfuln ess , and if the king will assen t to
this our su ccess i s assured .

’

The bystanders applauded
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and at on ce recom mended that gifts should be made to
anyone who could , by craft or other means , bring about
the overthrow of the king ’ s foem an . The king at'

first was unwilling and knew not what to do,
but

yielding at last to persuasion he gave orders that
the witch should be fetched stealthily . Hereward ,
however , got scent of this scheme , took m easures to
frustrate it , and went to Brandon in disguise as apotter , but being detected he fl ed and found refuge
at Som ersham , and afterwards reached the Cam p of Ely.

William ’ s arm y gained access to the isle , the witch
going with it . She was placed upon a tower, the better
to perform her incantations , bu t fell from her elevated

V I EW F ROM C UCK OO B R I DGE , NEA R ELY .

position as if caught by a whirlwind , and thereby broke
her n eck , and , as stated in the ancient record , was the
first to perish— she who had been procured for the

purpose of bringing about the destruction Of others .”

The names of these two villages seem to be derived from
the Saxon wiece a witch —in our fam iliar phraseology
wiece-c

'
ra ef t becomes witchcraft . F or a full account of

this witch see
“ The Cam p of Refuge ,” Chapter XIX ;
Returning to the high road , four

We n tw o rth 0 . miles from Ely is VVen tworth or

Win g f o rd , Win g ford. This village has nothing
4 m iIO S Special for the visitor except the

church
,
which is Norman and Early

English ; the doorways of the former are very fine .
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origin al chapel in which Huns , chaplain of St .
Etheldreda , was buried . The church of Chatteris has
very little of interest to the visitor . Verm uyden

’

s Drain
is worth inspection . It is so named from Sir Cornelius
Verm uyden , the famous engineer , who drained the

Bedford Level in 1649 -53 .



CHAPTER XXI .

ELY TO DOWN HAM MARKET
BY WAY OF CHETT I SHAM , LITTLEPORT , SOUTHERY ,
H I LGA Y , H ILGAY PEN

,
D ENVER , RAM SEY HALL

,

AND TEN M ILE BANK .

VERY interesting excursion may be m ade from
Ely to Downham Market by proceeding north

about sixteen miles . Although this m arket town is just
outside the confines of Cam bridgeshire , it is included in
the fen district , and i s worth a visit . Starting from the

Lam b Hotel at Ely, and turning to the left for the Lynn
Road , at a distance of two miles is the

C h e tt is h a m , village of Chettisham , a little away
1} m ile s . from the high road . There is nothing

but the church as an object of interest ,
and this i s sm all and an cient . There i s , however , a rail
way station On the branch line , Great Eastern Railway .

Nothing of im portance will be seen
Litt le p o rt , un til Littleport is reached . This is a
5 m ile s. sm all town on the Ouse , in a fenny

portion of the Isle of Ely, five m iles
from the city . The iron bridge across the river will be
noted , as it has a clear span Of one hundred and five
feet ; it was built in 1873 . There are two churches ,
but the m ost interesting is the old buildin g of St .
George , which is a splendid exam ple of Early English .

The tower is rem arkable , not only for the beauty of its

outline ,
but as a con spicuous obj ect in the coun try

,

serving as a landm ark for the fen district . St . Matthew ’

s

is a modern erection , and con tains nothing spec ial .
There is also a sm al l school chu rch at Littleport F en ,

of no importance to visitors . Little
Litt le port F e n . port is of considerable importance

owing to its famous skating association
,

for adjoining the village is a large area , measuring about
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thirty acres , embanked , and kept in condition as a
skating ground , and so arranged that it can be flooded
to a un iform depth of twelve inche s . It is here that
im portant skating contest s are decided during the season

,

bringing into the district a vast number of visitors
from far and near . In the town is the large establi sh
ment of Messrs . Hope Brothers , the well -known
haberdashers and general outfitters ; their factory em

ploys hundreds of workpeople . Several other buildings
will be noticed , but they are all modern . Com fortable
quarters will be found at the various inns . At a short

B R I DGE ON THE FENS

distance from the railway station is the Little Ouse , so
called from the Brandon River or Little Ouse . Part
of this parish is in Norfolk and part in Cambridgeshire .

The district is in teresting from the fact that the Old

Rom an road , Akerman Street , ran past the town .

Leaving Littleport by Granby Street , and hearing to
the right along Station Road , the bridge must be crossed ,
andithe road taken which runs parallel to the river until

Southery is reached , five miles from
So u th e ry , Littleport . This village i s over the
10 m ile s . Cambridgeshire border , being in Nor

folk . In former time one of the Old
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Regius Profe ssor of Physic at Cam bridge , and for forty
years m aster of Gonville and Caiu s College— altogether
a rem arkable m an for a village production . Denver '

was a l so the birthplace of Captain Manby , already re

ferred to ; upon this , however , Opin ions are divided
b etween this village and Hilgay . This

D e n v e r S l u ic e . district is noted for the Denver
Sluice , the fam ous cut or hundred

fee t river , m ade by the adventurers in the year 1650.

This has a run of twen ty -on e m iles from Earith to
Denver to preven t an inundation by the waters from
the Shire s of Bedford and Huntin gdon . The work
don e in those early years is worth in spection . It is
rem arkable when it i s considered that in tim es of high
flood the capacity of this sluice i s such that the
water from no less than acre s of land is
poured through its openings .
On e m ile from Denver brings the traveller to Down

ham , or , as it i s som etim es called ,
D ow n h a m ,

Downham Market , to di stinguish it
17 2, m i e s . from other place s of a sim ilar n am e .

This town stands on the extrem e

eastern border of the fen land , and is on the acclivity
of the val e of the river Ouse , which is navigable .

From this point a fin e view is Obtained of the country ,
and the wonderfu l expan se of level fenland on all sides
will surprise the beholder .
On e of the great sights of Downham is the annu al
horse fair held on the 3rd of March . This is known as
Winn ri ld Fair ,

” said to have reference to the festival
of St . Vi

'

inwall , an old British saint . About five m iles
from the town was form erly a priory , erected to his

m em ory in the reign of King John this is said to be at
Wereham ,

not far from Lynn . Other fairs are also held
during the year , but they are of m inor im portance .

There are several public buildings in the town , but most
of them are modern . The church is ancien t , origin ally
Norman . The building has at several tim es been altered
and added to , so that various style s of architecture will
be noticed ; Early English , however , prevails . There
i s nothing very special to attract the visitor .



CHAPTER XXII .

CHATTER I S TO MARCH
Via D OD D I NGTON , WIMBLINGTON , WIM POLE

HALL, MARCH , WESTRY
,
AND STONEY .

VERY pleasant trip can be m ade from Chatteris to
March , a distance of about seven m iles by road .

Leaving Chatteris by the High Street , pass over the
level crossing at the end of the town ; the road will be
found good and level , and well suited for cycle riding .

Within a distan ce of four mile s the
D od d in g ton . sm all village of Doddington will be
2 } m ile s reached . Un like many of the

Cam bridgeshire village s it stands on

high ground , which during inundations is a com plete
island . It is in tere sting from the fact of its bein g a Saxon
settlem ent ; this is gathered from its nam e (Saxon)
D odin g as. Itwas once the richest church living in England
—equal to a bishopric—but an A ct ofParliam ent passed in
1856 , called the Doddington Rectory A ct, al tered the
condition of things by dividing the living into seven
separate rectories . The church has a mixture of

styles—Decorated and Perpendicul ar . It i s well worth
seeing on accoun t of its fine chan cel , north and south
porches , and its western tower and spire . Several
m em orial windows are notable , as al so the m any
m onum ents to the Peyton fam ily .

Leaving Doddington , skirt the high wall to the

right , keeping the main road for
Wim b l in g ton . Wim blington , which is a village to

the south of March Island , and
was form erly included with Doddington . The entire
locality has produced very m any Roman and
British antiquities , such as pottery and coins . The
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church , built in 1749 , i s of red brick , and chiefly
noted for containing monum ents of celebrated people ,
such as the Chichele and Yorke fam ilies . The imposing
monum ent to Philip first Earl of Hardwicke and Lord
( l i an cellor 1737-5 6 , should be noted , also the altar
tomb , with recumbent effigy in m arble , to the fifth Earl

of Hardwicke , etc . , etc . Near the
Wim p o le Ha l l o village i s lVim pole Hall , the seat of

the Hardwicke s . A portion of this
mansion was built in 1632 . The choice collection of

picture s by old m asters i s special ly worth seeing . To

the south -east of the village the common and fen are

extensive . The Sixteen Foot R iver
M a rc h . 4} m i le s . divide s them . Four miles further is

March , which is the central poin t of

the Cambridgeshire fenland . The town stands on the

Old river Nen , which is navigable , adding to the

importance of March as a business centre for the

district . As to its name , Mr . S . H . Miller remarks that
it “ has some historic interest , as m arch , or m ark,
signifies a boundary . Now the town stands on an island
capped with gravel , and this high land extends to
Doddington , and here was dry ground when the fens
were flooded . But the interest of the m atter lies in the
probability that in the sixth century this was the

bownda/ry between the East Angles and the Middle
Angles , for East Anglia extended to the ’west of the
Ouse before the Mercian Kingdom was form ed ; and
then the word Mercia , of the same origin , was applied
to the frontier province between the An gles and the

Welsh . The place , however , had most likely a more
remote antiquity than is here implied , for Rom an
remains have been found .

”

The one arch bridge over the river is noticeable ,
as it i s a handsome structure erected in 1850, and
the high causeway is lined with trees , which circum
stan ce i s by no means common . About one m ile
from the bridge i s the church of St. Wendreda , formerly
a chapel of Doddington , orig inally erected in 1343 ;

it has many very interestin g feature s—the chief is

the fine carved oak roof , which was done in the fifteenth
century . There are also two brasses—one in the nave ,
dated 1517, with kneeling figures ; the other brass is
to the memory of one William D redm an , said to be
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CHAPTER XXIII .

WI S
‘

B E C H .

To WH ICH I S A D D ED WHA T To PHOTOGRA PH ,

How To D o I T , A ND WHEN ; ALSO A LI ST OF

PHOTOGRA PH I C D EPOTS AND D ARK ROOM S .

W I SHBECH i s the comm ercial capital of the East
Anglian fenl ands . It will be foun d the centre

of a fruit , grain , and root -growing district , including in
its area

,
such places as Elm , Outwell , and Upwell

villages , with their extensive strawberry and other fruit
farm s , which are such importan t features in rural
Cambridgeshire .

Wisbech is on the borders of Norfolk , within a few
miles of the sea , to which it has access by the river
Nene , which intersects the town , and by m eans of the
Wisbech Canal it has free water commun ication by the
Ouse with Cambridge , Hertford , and London .

The history of Wisbech is m ost interesting , as the
town is of very ancient origin . Even the name i s open to
discussion . According to Miller , quoting from Dugdale ,
it i s allowed that the Old Britons located them selve s
here , and formed a settlement at the confluence of two
streams—the larger one i s known as the Ouse , the sm aller
one came to be called Becc by the Saxons . The Ouse
thus derived from wysg , a Celtic word denoting a
stream , and this with becc forms Wysgbecc, signifying that
the river had its outfall at Wisbech . In the time

of Edward III . the nam e of the town was commonly
spelt Wyeebeche . Without doubt this place was in the
Iceni di strict , as there are abundant evidences of a
Roman station , for the bank is still to be seen ,
and is known as the Roman bank . The road
passed close to Ramsey , by March , Waldersey,Wisbech,
and Tydd . In the year 1715 a quantity of copper coins
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were found enclosed in a pot, and in 1845 a Rom an vase
was found in the neighbourhood , which was placed in
the Wisbech Museum . According to Babington , Rom an
coin s have been found from tim e to tim e near Wis
bech ; an au reus of Valen tinianu s was discovered in

1845 . Others have been found on the North Brink , and
a Rom an vase was unearthed in a field on th e South Brink ,
besides other relics of a sim ilar n atu re . As evidence of

the antiquity of \Visbech , it i s sufficient to note that the
first historic m ention of the town was in the charter of

MA RK ET PLA CE , W I SBEC H .

grants made to Medesham stede by Wul fhere in 657 ,
and a lso that William I . erected a castle at Wisbec in
the last year of his re ign . Before the construction of

the dykes , Wisbech was in con stan t danger of inunda f
tion . According to ancien t records, in 1236 “ the sea

rose continually in flowing for the space of two days and
a n ight , without ebbing , by reason of the m ighty winds

,

and in 1266 the town was utterly destroyed ; even the
solid stone towers of William ’ s castle were not able to
resist the rush of the waters .” The foundation s of this
castle alone remain the building covered about
two acres , and was surrounded by a moat . This
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castle i s historic ally interesting on account of its
being the fortre ss whence King John made the
a ttempt to cross the Washes , which cost him his

treasure , his army , and incidentally his life , for his
death soon afterwards was mainly due to vexation at
this crushing blow . A fortalice of brick was built
upon the site in the fifteenth century by Bishop
Morton of Ely, and becam e one of the episcopal
residences . Here Bishop Alcock died in 1500. During
the reign of Queen Elizabeth the bu ilding was used
as a prison for those members of the clergy who re

ST MA RY'S CH U RCH , W I SBECH .

fused to acknowledge her ecclesiastical supremacy .

Many distingu i shed persons were confined for life
here shortly after her accession in 1558 , and died
during confinement , among them being the bishop
of Lincoln (Thomas Whyte) , 1584 ; Thomas Watson ,
also bishop of Lin coln , 1587 ; and John Freckingham ,

the last abbot of Westminster , 1585 (Conybeare) .
The church , dedicated to SS . Peter and Pau l , i s a

stone building in the Early Norm an , Early Decorated ,
and Late Perpendicular style s , the first building dating
from the twelfth century . It contains much of
interest . Am ongst the noteworthy objects is the large
brass to Sir Thomas de Branstone , constable of Wis
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winter months , and on Thursday even ings from seven
to nine . Many other public buildings will claim the

atten tion of the stranger . Those named , however , are
the chief and m ore interesting .

One of the most striking objects of Wisbech is the
noble memorial to Thom as Clarkson , M .A . , the advocate
for the abolition of the sla ve trade . It stands near the
great bridge which crosses the river Nen . The

mem orial consists of a statue , from the designs of Sir
Gilbert Scott , R .A . , mounted on a platform , above which
rises a canopy , terminating in a spire , altogether
measuring sixty - eight feet in height . On the sides of the

ON THE NENE , NEA R THE MOUTH

base are carved reliefs represen ting Wilberforce ,
Granville Sharp , and a man acled slave in a praying
attitude . The inscription states that Thomas Clarkson
was born at Wisbech , March 26th , 1760, and died at

Playford Hall , n ear Ipswich , in Suffolk , September 26th ,

The entire cost of the mem orial amounted to
which was raised by subscription Near the

bridge are some ancient bu ildings with interesting
histories ; these are on the southern Side of the river, and
now used as warehouses .
The principal trade of Wisbech consists of coal

,

timber , and iron . The imports , as well as the exports ,
are considerable . The large planing and sawing m ills
are a feature of the town ; these are by the riverside ,
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and are a sight to see . The quantity of fruit exported
is considerable , consisting of gooseberries , strawberries ,
raspberries , apples , pears , and plums . Various kinds
of vegetables are also grown , and find a ready m arket .
Altogether Wisbech is a busy town , affording a variety
of attractions to every class of visitor .

WHAT TO PHOTOGRAPH AT WI SBECH ,

AND WHEN.

There i s much to do in this most northern town of
Cambridgeshire , the only port the county possesses .
Work here d iffers considerably from that already noted
in Cambridge and Ely. The first thing to attract the
attention of the visitor is the noble canopied statue
with Spire of Thom as Clarkson , the great anti - slavery
advocate . This is near the bridge , and is a noteworthy
object ; it can be taken about noon , j ust b elow the

photographer ’ s .
The church of SS . Peter and Paul is very ancient , but
is not easy to take , for it i s difficult to g et a good
position ; from the churchyard a good V iew may be
obtained , placing the cam era against the wall am ongst
the tom bstones . This may be don e about noon . The

church is said to be the “
oddest ” built edifice that can

be m et with , being most irregul ar , but it i s a noble
building both within and withou t ; it has two nave s
un der one roof , two aisles , and two chancels , one of

which is known as the town chan cel . These chancels
are Decorated . The nave has a Perpendicular clerestory
and five Norman arches on the north side , opening into
a Perpendicular aisle . At the west end of the nave are

two Norman arches for the support of a tower . At the
west end of the chancel i s a sm all octagonal stone turret
for a s ing lé' be ll , and at the east end, on the south side ,
a Perpen dicular vestry .

The Octagonal Church on the north side of the old

market is a chapel of ease ; it i s built of white brick .

St . Augustine ’ s i s in Early English style , but is of recent
erection . Other public buildings are the Grammar
School in Upper H ill Street ; this , though an ancient
building is not attractive . The Museum is near
the church . The Corn Exchange near the bridge on the
North Brink . Near this bridge , on Nen Quay , are some
old houses now used as warehouses . The old castle in
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ROUND WI SBECH ,

NO I .

V I S IT ING ELM
,
BEGD ALE , COTTONS , WALD ERSEE ,

EMNETH
, OUTWELL, NORD ELPH

,
AND THREE

HOLES .

HERE are very many villages within walkin g dis
tance of the town well worth visiting . Starting

from the Clarkson Mem orial turn to the left into the

High Street as far as the Market Place here turn to the
right along Norfolk Street and Great South Street , until
the Wisbech and Upwell tram way is reached , following

the line along a good level road
to the village of Elm

,
which is

two miles south of Wisbech . The

village i s situated on the Wisbech
Canal

,
and is on the Norfolk border . The church is

specially intere sting , Early English in style its en tire
length is 149 feet . The oldest part is the tower , erected
about 1280. It i s thought that an older church than the
present one stood form erly on the site , probably dating
1250. The pill ars are m ost peculiar , alternately round
and octagonal . The roof i s Open Perpendicular , with
double ham mer beams and angels richly carved . The

ten good windows in the clerestory are worth noting ;
single lancets with shafts . The west doorway is roun d
headed , with very fin e Early English m ouldings and
shafts . From the history of Wisbech we note
that in 1713 , n ear a tum uli at Elm , an urn
full of sm all Roman brass coins , most of them
being Victorinus and Tetricu s, and a Rom an altar
26m. high and 14m. broad , were foun d ; al so coin s
from Gallienus down to Gratian ; and in 1785 , in a
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field adjoin ing , was du g up an earthen pot with a.
num ber of copper coin s . These facts m ake the district
an interesting on e to the studen t of archaeology .

Begdale , a sm a ll hamlet , i s on e

Be g d a los 1 m ile mile to the south -west . Cotton s two
Cotton s , 2 § m ile s and a half m ile s to the south - east .
Wa ld e rs e e Waldersee lies to the west , and covers

acre s . There i s little of interest
in e ither for the visitor .

The tourist , in leaving Elm , will find that the road is
by no m eans straight , but it i s level , and cannot be

m istaken un til Em neth is reached .

Em n e th , 2 1 Al though this village i s really in
m iIO S Norfolk , it i s so near the border that it

dem ands notice here on account of its
very interesting church , which dates from 1250

,
but of

this very little rem ain s . The arches in the chancel with
part of the sides and east walls are all that can be

looked upon as belonging to the an cient structure .

Good exam ples of the P erpendicular work of the fifteenth
century m ay be seen here , e specially in the nave ,
tower , porch , and aisle s . The whole of the in terior
is very fin e , and i s rea lly worth exam in ation . In
the near neighbourhood are two good specim en s of
m anor houses—Ox burgh and I n g lethorpe Halls .
About two m ile s further Ou twe ll is reached , which
is partly in Cam bridgeshire . The river Nen e , upon
which the village stands , divides Cam bridgeshire from

Norfolk . The church of St . Clem en t ’ s
O u tw e l l , is rem arkable for its fin e proportion s ,
5 % m ile s . the n ave being 57éft. long , and the

chancel 38ft. long and 21ft. broad .

The arch should be specially noted . Here m ay be seen
fine exam ples of the various Gothic style s . The tower
is Early English , the n ave Decorated , and the rem ainder
of the chu rch Perpendicular , so that it affords a fin e
study for the architectural student , the aisles being rich
and adorn ed with angels with outspread wings .
According to ancien t records a priory on ce existed

here , known as Mu llicourt,
” which stood a little beyond

the Mullicourt Bar— a turnpike gate on the left of the
Well River . This institution was established before
the time of Will iam I . The precise spot where it
stood cannot now be located .
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Marm ound Priory , another house of similar character ,
founded by Richard I . , had place here .

On the north side of Outwell i s BeaupréHall ,
form erly a m agnificent m ansion , taking its name

from D e Bello Prato from the fine meadows
by which it was surrounded . For full particul ars
re ference should be made to the Roll of Battle
Abbey .

” Sir Thomas de St . Om er , who came over
with the Conqueror , was the first lord of the manor .
Strange doings are recorded conn ected with this place .

OUTWELL .

The daughter of Sir Thom as de St . Omer married
John , son of Gilbert D e Beaupré, in whose fam ily
the estate remained until the year 1741 . The elder
Beaupréallowed the house to fall into dilapidation ,
but he himself indulged in many eccentricities , the most
remarkable being the keeping of five hundred horses of
his own breeding , many of them unbroken , which were
allowed to roam at will over the hal l , then uncovered .

Nordelph , hal f a m ile further , i s really in the parish
of Upwell , and is intersected by the

Nord g l p h . river Nene , over which there i s an
9 iron bridge . The church is modern ,

Th re e Ho le s . and is simply a chapel of ease . It
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ROUN D WI SBECH ,

NO . 2 .

LEVER INGTON, PARSON D ROVE , F ITTON END ,

GOREF IELD ,
MURROW, OR SOUTHEA - CUM

MU RROW, NEWTON, TYD D ST . G ILES , FO UL

ANCHOR , F OUR C OTES , SUTTON BR I D GE , SUTTON

ST . MA RY , OR LONG SUTTON, AND SUTTON

JAMES .

‘

IbEAVINGWisbech by the old market place , one and
a half mile s to the north -west , the village of

Leverington is reached , Situated on the Norfolk border ,
but included in the Isle of Ely. This is a most interest

ing place , and worth a visit for the
Le ve r in g ton , sake of seeing its handsome church ,
1t m ile s . the finest in the county , being a good

specimen of Early English architec

ture the tower and spire are of elegant proportions it

LEVER INGTON V I LLAGE .
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contains much worth studying , especially the south
porch , which has a room in its, stone roof . A noteworthy
relic i s an original oaken eagle in the chan cel there are

also a rem arkable gravestone with an inscription written
in Norm an -French and a m emorial to thememory of one
Robert Stoughton , alderman of London , in the year
1690. In the chan cel are som e portions of decorated
glass , with the figure of the Virgin sitting with the

Saviour in her lap , and near by stands John the Baptist .
Underneath is the following inscription

Lady lede us we ll fro harm
To him y

’
a t lay ded in ye harm .

“ J esu fro sine m ake us Ire

For Iohn
’

s love y’

at baptised thee .

LEVER INGTON CHU RCH .

In the church chancel may be seen the origin al
sedilia . Another very in teresting item is the memorial
to Nicholas Lum pkin , gent . , and Captain Anthony
Lum pkin , the latter deceased in 1780. It is thought
probable that in this village Goldsm ith conceived the

plot of the famous comedy , “ She Stoops to Conquer ,”
as the poet was accustomed to visit at the house of
Captain Anthony ’ s father . It is noted by Mr. Miller
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that Oliver Goldsm ith was born in 1728 , Anthony in
1729 ; it i s quite probable that when they m et in the
village of Leverington , and had their rambles in the
neighbourhood , they m ay have com e across som e rustic
whose appearance and mann ers suggested the character
attributed to ‘ Tony ,

’ and it was a friend of his own
age with whose nam e he took this liberty . In the life

LEVER I NGTON CH U RC H PORCH .

of Goldsmith written by Professor Mason , we read that
the comedy “ was written at a farm house in Edg eware
Road , London ,” but the Professor make s no allusion to
the formation of the plot at Leverington , while he admits
the poet travelled considerably over England .

”
The

first named suggestion appears to be the most correct
statement , notwithstanding the omission in the authenti

cated memoirs .



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join


SUTTON CHU RCH INTER I OR!



RO UND WISBECH. 135

windows are also worth noting
, especially those

decorated with buttresses and crocketed canopies , which
are believed to be the work of Alan de Wal singham , the

celebrated architect of the lantern of Ely Cathedral .
Three miles to the east is Foul An chor , by the river

Fo u l A n c h o r 3
Nen e , near which is Tydd Railway

" me s e a s t: Station . Also a ferry across the Nene .

Fou r Ga te s gpl
ur Gotes is

t

t

h

o
'

the east o

l

f S

f

t. Gi
g
s.

i ere I s no I n specia or e
a d” "m g

tourist . Eight m iIes from Wisbech is
3 "tt

s

°" F rid g e ’ Sutton Bridge , so nam ed from the
m i le s .

erection of a bridge which connects
the Lin colnshire side of the river Nene to Norfolk

coun ty . The village , however , i s in
S u tt
p;

S t
:
”a “ , the former . Sutton St . Mary , also in

m i le s .

Lincolnshire , I s twelve miles from
Wisbech . It boasts of the m ost interesting church in
Fenland .

Four m iles from Sutton St . Mary is Sutton St .
Jam es , near which the n ew South
Holland drain passes . This is over
the county border , and outside our

province . It is
,
however , worth a

visit , as to the west i s what is known as Raven ’ s
Bank , som etimes cal led Rom an Bank , near which is
Ivy Cross with tiers of steps and a large square stone .

Further to the west is another cross , both of which are

of the greatest interest to the antiqu arian jc
w

‘

13 5 353
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WISBECH TO PETERBOROUGH .

WI SBECH ST . MA RY
,
THO RNEY TOLL, THOLOMA S ,

THORNEY , WRYD E
, F RENCH D ROVE ,

ENGLI SH

D ROVE , WILLOW HALL
, STONE BR I D GE , EYE ,

AND NEWARK .

TBEAVING Wisbech from the Corn Exchange , in
about two miles the tourist arrives at Wisbech

St. Mary , which is a sm all village . The church of St .
Mary is built Of

'

brick and stone ,
and

Wis b e c h S t . contains many curious items , especially
M a ry , 2 m ile s brackets , and in the south porch are

the remains of a large stoup . The

parish includes the hamlets of Thorney Toll , Tholom as

Drove (two miles) , and part of Wisbech F en , by the road
which runs south of Guyhirn by the

T h o-[h e y To l l. bank Of the river Nen . There i s ,
“
ta

'
ififutzzt

n however , no special featu res for the

T h o lom a s
tourist . The road is straight and level

p rov e , 2 m ug s ,
to Guyhirn (for an account of which
see page Leaving Guyhirn ,

Thorney is reached , fourteen m iles from Wisbech .

Thorney is a place of great interest to the historian
as well a s to the antiquarian . The

T h a tn e v. place was formerly known as Anke
f rom w'S b e c h ridge ,

” and stands upon the Nor
M ile s .

tham pton shire border . The v illage i s
on e of the most picturesque in Cambridgeshire , being
surrounded by long drains leading to the port of
Wisbech . The roads are remarkable for having m agnifi

cent avenue s oi trees , especially the Causeway , Willow
Hall

,
and the Wh ittle sea roads . From the History of

Thorney ,
” by Warner , we find that in 664 Sax ul f
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be supposed, it contains much of interest , and wil l
be found worthy of examination and study . Above
the west window are figures of Saxon saints , also
m any other relics of former days ; note e specially the
west doorway , with its fine m ouldings . In the year 1654
a num ber of French refugee s settled here after the
revocation of the edict of Nantes ; this is e videnced by
the earliest register being written in the French
language . The complete history of this strange reg ister
i s given at length in the accounts referred to , this dates

from 1654 to 1727 . Wryde lies to the
east of Thorney . French Drove i s to

F re n c h fi f ov e , the north . English Drove between
4 m 'le s Thorney and French Drove . Willow

En g l is h D rove ,
Hall i s three miles to the south -east .

2 Stone Bridge crosses Thorney Dyke on
wm ow "a ",

the Whittlesea Road . At Thorn ey
S to n e B r id e

good accommodation wil l be O

found.

2 , m ile s
! The next place of importance 18 Eye .

Thi s I s usually called “ Eye Green ,
”

in order to distinguish it from Eye in
p a w Suffolk , which is a town better kn own .

Eye , being in Northamptonshire , i s ,
N ew a 'k 2 " me s however , out of our provin ce . Passing
P e te rb oro u g h .

Newark , the city of Peterborough
is soon reached . Thi s also 18 m

Northam ptonshire , the whole distance from Wisbech
being twenty -on e m ile s .

Wryd e , 2 5 m ile s .
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WISBECH TO LYNN .

WALSOK EN , WALTON H IGHWA Y , WEST WALTON,

WALTON FEN END , WALPOLE ST . AND REW,

WALPOLE ST . PETER
,
T ILNEY ST . LAWRENCE .

T ILNEY - CUM - I SLINGTON , K ENN INGHALL
,

AND

LYNN .

g TARTI NG from the Clarkson Mem orial , turn to
the le ft along the Quay until the Lynn Road i s

reached . Passing over the level crossing , the first
village arrived at is Walsoken , which ,

Wa lsok e n , however , is in Norfolk , separated
1 m ile . from Wisbech by the Wisbech Canal .

Although in another coun ty , part of

thi s village is really a suburb of Wisbech . The portion

WEST VVAL
’

I
‘

ON CHU RCH
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nearest the town is called New Walsoken ; be ing so ,

it is necessary to give a few details concerning it . The

church is off the m ain road , and peculiarly intere sting ,
espec ial ly to the antiquarian , for it presents the variou s
styles of architecture from the twelfth to the sixteenth
centuries . It has many curious items both within and

without—notably , the neat bell cot on the exterior for
the sanctus bell , which i s by no means com m on . The

OLD PO RC H , WA LTON CHU RCH .

locality is also historically interesting , dating as it doe s
from earliest tim e s . According to ancien t records , I I I

1335 the winter was so severe that VValsoken and the
surrounding districts were inundated by the sea , which
becam e SO extensive that it broke the banks , drowned
much cattle , a nd de stroyed considerable property , so

much so that the king was petitioned for help, which
help was graciously accorded .

”



https://www.forgottenbooks.com/join




WISBECH TO LYNN. x43

Tilney St . Lawrence has nothing special for the

T iln e St.
tourist . Its church is a modern

“ m eg“ ,
building in Early English style .

6 m ile s It con tains an organ formerly be
m m M m" longing to Wal tham Abbey Church ,

Essex , placed here in the year 1879 .

Tilney -cum -Islington i s a noteworthy
T iln e y -c u m place , having its church situated on

5

l
fl i
'

gffi-zg’m a bill ; it is a large bu ilding , and
Ly n n . contains much of interest . Kenning

hall , near by , i s thought to have been
the seat of Queen Boadicea and the

East Anglian kings . The ancient moun ds still existing
are supposed to mark the site of the royal castle . The

parks are now farms , and are locally known as Kenning
hall Place . The whole of this di strict was form erly
subject to inundations on account of its nearness to
the Wash and the channel of the Great Ouse , which
runs close to this village . The old bed of the river has ,
however , been converted into pastureland , and is
exceedingly rich . The road from this point is level
and good , well suitable for cyclin g .

The town of Lynn is soon reached ,
Lyn n , 14} m iles . being distan t from Wisbech fourteen

and a half mil es . This important
town be ing in Norfolk is outside our province . (See
“

.
The Way About Norfolk ”

)

K e n n in g h a l l.
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WI SBECH TO CROWLAND
BY WAY or WI SBECH ST . MA R Y , THOLOMA S

D ROVE, GUYH IRN,
AND THORNEY .

BAVING Wisbech from the Clarkson Memorial , the
tourist passes through Wisbech St . Mary

,

Tholom as Drove , Guyhirn , to Thorney (see page
along a first- class cycling road . The ancient town of

Crowland is reached after a run of about seven miles .
Although thi s place i s just within the borders of

Lincolnshire , it i s included in fenland , and being of

such interest , a few particul ars are here given , for no

visitor to Northern Cam bridgeshire will omit to journey
thither for the purpose of seeing its far - famed old abbey
and noted triangular bridge , which is a m ost
curious structure—in fact , the greatest curiosity in
Great Britain , if not in Europe . It is situated near
the river Welland , and was founded by Guthlac in 716 ,
and so rem arkable i s this place that Camden , the
great hi storian , says : “ Al low m e to stop awhile to
describe the extraordinary situation and nature of this
spot , so different from all others in England , and this so
very famous monastery . Crowland lies among the

deepest fenn es and waters stagnating off muddy lands ,
so shut in and environed as to be inaccessible on all
sides except the north and east , and that only by
narrow causeways .”

The exi sting church is only a part of the old abbey ,
but what is left impresse s the beholder as he admires
the design of this once g rand edifice . As one gazes
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CHAPTER XXIX .

SKELETON ROUTES

FROM VAR IOU S CENTRES

CAMBR IDGESH IRE

WITH THE IR RESPECT IVE D I STANCES .

I T i s quite impossible to detail all the journeys thatmay be made in our \Vay About Cam bridgeshire .

”

The following skeleton routes may be followed to

advantage :
Peterborough to Eye and Thorney 7m . , then on to

Crowlan d 5m . , visiting en rou te Cowbit and Spalding .

Peterborough to Clinton , Peakirk , Deeping St . Jam es ,
Market Deeping , Langtoft , Baston , and Bourn . This
j ourney will cover about 16m .

Spalding to Boston by Way of Pinchbeck , Surfieet,
Gosberton , Quadring , Donington , Bicker , and Swin es
head—in all 21m .

Cam bridge to Cottenham 6m . , then to Haddenham
5m . , crossing the river by the ferry . From Haddenham ,

through Wilburton , to Ely 5m . , along the edge of the

high ground rising like a cliff above the fen—the whole
distance about 16m .

Downham Market to Swaffham by way of Bexwell
l 7iq Crimplesham 2m .

, Stradsett and Fincham .

Total di stance 14m .

Downham Market to Huntingdon by way of Nordelph ,
Three Hole s , Upwell , March , Doddington , Ramsey ,
Bury , Warboys , Old Hurst , and Hartford . Total dis
tan ce

"

41%m .
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Downham Market toLong Sutton by way of Nordelph ,

Outwell , Em neth , Wisbech ,
‘

and Tydd Gote . Total
distan ce 22m .

Cam bridge to St . Neots m a Madingley Hill and

E ltisley . Total distan ce 16—m .

Cam bridge to Hun tingdon , m a Fenstan ton and God
m an chester . Total distan ce 15—531—m .

Cam bridge to Crowland by way of Som ersham ,

P idley , Fen ton ,
Warboys , Bury , Ram sey , Ram sey St .

Mary , Pondersbridg e , Whittlesea , and Thorney .

Total distan ce 43m .

Ely to St . Ives by way of Witchford , Sutton ,
Earith

Bridge , Blun tisham , and Needingworth . Total dis
tance 16%m .

Ely to Peterborough by way of Witchford , Sutton ,

Mepal , Chatteri s , Doddington , March , Coates ,
Whittlesea , Stanground , and Fletton . Total distan ce

-m .

Cam bridge to Royston by way of Trum pington ,

Hauxton , Harston , Foxton , and Melbourn . Total
distance about 14m .



CHAPTER XXX .

MARCH TO PETERBOROUGH

WITH D ETA ILS OF COA TES , WH ITTLESEY OR

WH ITTLESEA , ELD ERNELL,
ANGLE BR ID GE ,

POND S BR I D GE , STANGROUND ,
AND FLETTON .

C

EEAVE March by crossin g the river at the end of

Broad Street for the Dartford Road , then bear to
the left by the direction post which stands near the
Horse and Jockey Inn . Then bear to the left along a
good level though winding road . Several level crossings
are m et with en rou te after these . Near the Three Horse
shoes Inn turn to the right , and for some little distance
keep the dyke on the right hand until the Beggar ’ s

Bridge i s reached , near which is
Coa te s , 2 % m ile s . Coates and Eastrea . The former is

two and a half miles from Whittlesea .

These two places are united for ecclesiastical purposes ,
being situated on an old fen , which at on e tim e was an
island at a considerable height from the ordinary fen
level . There i s nothing very special here . The church
i s a modern structure , and has little of interest .
Whittlesea , or as it was formerly written “Witesie ,
i s an anc ient market town Situated on an island which

explains the nam e , Whittles ea,—the
Wh itt le s e a , 4 k termination be ing the Saxon for island .

m ile s The river Nene runs on the northern
side . Included in this parish is the

Wash , seven miles in length . The land for a portion of

the year is covered with water to some depth ,

and during the season Wildfowl abound in considerable
numbers , affording capital hunting g round for sportsmen
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m ore Street , and Peterborough End, over the level
crossing , turning to the right at the
cem etery , the vill age of Stanground is
reached . This is partly in Huntingdon

shire , and situated on the Nene . As , however , som e

portion belongs to Cambridgeshire , a short notice i s
desirable . The church is worth seeing , as it contains
som e Early English work , and has m any relics , such as
a three graduated sedilia under a canopy , a double
piscina

,
a long stone seat , an aumbry , and in the chantry

a hagioscope . The registry dates from 1538 . Good
accomm odation may be obtained at the inn s . The

parish con tains acres , of which only 969 are in
Hunts , so it will be seen that the greater part of

the village belongs to Cambridge shire . Leaving Stan
ground , turn to the left at the signpost for Fletton ,

which is on ly at a short distance .

F le tto n , 6 3 m i le s . This village i s en tirely in Hun ts . A
halt should be made here for the

purpose of visiting the old church of St. Margaret,
for it contains some Norm an rem ains worth seeing ,
e specially the carved work in the walls . Although
the church has been restored , the old portions have
been allowed to rem ain . As this village adjoins Peter
borough , a short distance only intervenes before the

cathedral city is reached , which is en tered by crossing
the bridge over the river Nene . Peterborough , being in
Northam ptonshire ,

i s outside our lim its .

Sta n g rou n d ,

5 53 m ile s .



CHA PTER XXXI .

MARCH TO WI SBECH .

GU YH I RN ,
R INGSEND , AND THORNEY TOLL.

TDEAVE March by crossing the river , and at the

end of Broad Street enter the Dartford Road ,
and at the Horse and Jockey I n n , turn to the right

over the level crossing , passing the

Gu y h irn , church on the right
,
un til Guyhirn

3 } m ile s . Railway Station is reached . The

village i s on the river Nen , and
includes Ringsend and Thorney Toll . “The church of St .
Mary is built upon the site of an earlier church , dating from

the fifteenth century . The present
Rin g s e n d a n d structure i s from the design s of Sir
T h o rn e y To l l . Gilbert Scott , R .A .

, and contains very
much that is interesting , although

m odern . The nam e Guyhirn was first
,
given to the

river between Guyhirn and Wisbech in the year 1437,
from the Saxon word hirn e, a bend .

Engin eering works have been carried on here from
tim e to time , especially in 1614 and 1716 , in form ing
what are known as Martin ’ s Learn and Sm ith ’s Learn .

There i s an in teresting building now used as a mortuary
which was form erly a chapel of ease , erected in 1660,

having a bell dated 1637 ; besides these two items there
i s nothing for the visitor .

Six m iles by the road parallel to the
Wis b e c h , 6 m ile s . river Nene brings the visitor toWisbech .

This road being level is admirably
suited for cycling . Wisbech is entered by the South
Brink .
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COUNTY GA Z ETTEER.

A B INGTO N, GREA T .
—Village 1m . east of Pam pisford s tation , sou th

of riverGranta . Ancien t church of St. Mary the Virgin in Early
English style .

A B ING‘

I
’

O N, Ll
'
rrLE.

- Village north of river Granta , rm . north-east of
Pampisford station . Ancien t church of St. Mary in Norm an style .

A B INGTO N P lGO f 'rs .
—Parish 5m . north-west from Royston .

A RR lNGTO N.
—Parish abou t 6m . north-west from Royston , on the

Erm ine stree t . A ncien t stone church Of St. Nicholas .
A SHLEY -c uM -8 lLVERLEY.

—Village on Suffolk border, 4m . south eastfrom Newm arke t .
BA BR A HA M .

—Vil lage on river Gran ta , at foot of Gog -Magog hills ,
cm . north from Pam pis ford . In teres ting church of St. Pe ter.

BA LS A M .
- Village 4m . north-north-eas t from Linton . F ine church of

Holy Trinity in Perpendicular style.

R R INGTO N.
—Village on the river Cam , rm . north from Foxton

statian . Church of A ll Saint s .
BA RTLow.

—Very sm all village on border of Essex , em . sou th -eas tfrom Lin ton .

BA RTON.
—P arish on the Bourn brook , Iagm . north -east from Lord‘s

Bridge station .

B A RWA Y.
—Ham le t near Soham in Fenland , 3§m . sou th from Ely.

B A S S INGBO URN.
—Village abou t 3m . north-wes t from Royston .

Royston and the ham let of K neesworth are in this parish .
BO R OUGH GREEN .

- Village and parish ziim . sou th-east from D ulling
ham . I nteresting church of St. A ugustine .

OTHS HA M .
—Large village be tween Newm arke t and Cam bridge

Fine church of Holy Trinity .
OURN.

—Parish 9m . wes t from Cam bridge . Church of St. Mary .
A ncient rem ains of a Norm an castle are to be found here .

Box WO RTH .
—Parish abou t 4m . sou th-west from Swavesey .

B R INK LEY .
—Village 3m . sou th from D ul lingham .

BURWELh—Large village and parish 5m. north-west rom Newm arke t .
C ALD I OOT.

- Parish 4m . north-east from Old North Road station .

Ancien t church of St. Michae l .
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GA M B R I D GE.
—County town on the river Cam . Very ancien t town ,

fine and ex trem ely in teres ting colleg es and churches . Un iversit y
church of St. Mary the Grea t is in the cen tre of the town , A ll Sain ts
Church , opposite Jesu s College , is in Early English style . Church of
Holy Sepu lchre , one of the oldest round C hurches in En g land . is of
the Norm an period , etc . Colleges , elegan t in structure and well
worth a visit . Corn trade Of som e importance .

C A RLTO N-c uM -WiLLlNGHA M .
—Village 5m . south- sou th -east from

D ullingham on the borders of Suffolk .
C A STLE C AM P .

—Straggling parish 3m . sou th-east from Bartlow.

O A XTO N.
—Old town on Hun tingdon border, on Erm ine stree t , the old

Rom an road from London to York , 225m . north-wes t from O ld

North Road station . In teresting church of St. A ndrew's .
C HA TTER IG.

—Very old parish and m arke t town , roim . north by eastfrom St. I ves . O ld church of St. Pe ter’s .
CHER RY H lNrO N.

—Village abou t e5m . south -eas t of Cam bridge .

Ve ry interesting Early English church of St. A ndrew’s . Early
English style .

C HEST ERTO N .
—S traggling village on north bank Of the river Cam ,

13m . from Cam bridge . In teresting church O I St. Andrew’s .
GHETISHA M .

—2m north from Ely.

O HEVELEY.
—V illage 3m . sou th-east from Newm arke t .

C H ILD ERLEY.
—Parish 9m . north -west from Cam bridge .

c H l P P ENHA M .
- Village 5m . north- eas t from Newm arket .

OH I SHA LL, GR EA T, Ll T
'

rLa—Parish 5m . north-west fromRoyston .

OO A TES A ND EA STREA .
- Form er 222m . eas t and lat ter Ifim . eas t

from Whittlesea .

GOLD HA M .
—Parish 4m . north from March .

C OM B ERTO N.
-Parish 515m . west -south-west from Cambridge . North of

the Bourn brook .

O O NING‘
I
’

ON.
- Parish on the Hunt s border, 4m . south from St. I ves .

OOTO N.
—Parish 43m . wes t from Cam bridge . A m onolith stands in the

village .

C OT rEN l-I A M .
—Large village 4m . north from Histon , near the ancien t

Carr dyke
C OVENEY .

—Village in I sle of Ely, 4m . north-west from Ely. Church
of St. Pe ter, with in teresting carving .

O RO XTO N.
—Ou border of Hun tingdonshire, about 4m . east from St.

Neot s .
O RO YD O N-c UM -c LO P TON.

- Parish 4m . sou th from Old North Road
s ta tion .

D O D M NGTON.
—Parish 4m . from March , on m ain road to Chatteris .

Church of St. Mary .
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GUYH IRN w ith R INGS !ND .
—Parish 6m . sou th-west from Wisbech .

HA D D ENHA M .
-Village 7m . sou th -west from Ely.

HA R D c K .
—Parish 5m . n orth by west from Lord ’s Bridge station

Church of St. Mary ’s is old.

HA RL'ron a
—On the old Rom an road , 6m . sou th-west from Cam bridge .

Church of the A ssum ption of the Virgin is old.

H A RSTO N .
—Parish 5m . south -sou th-west from Cam bridge .

HA S LlNGF IELD .
—Parish 5%m . sou th west by south from Cam bridge .

Church of All Saint s is O ld, with fine in terior decorations .
HA TLEY GEO RGE—Parish 25m east from Gam lingay .
HA UXTON.

—Parish rm . north eas t from Harston , on the banksof the
Cam . Church of St. Edm und , with in teresting fresco, repre sen ting
Thom as aBecke t .

HEYD O N.
—Parish on the borders of Essex , 6m . from Royston . Church

Of St. Peter is old.

H lLD ERS HA M .
—Village on riverGran ta 15m . north-west from Linton .

Church of Holy Trinity , part s of it da te from the twelfth cen tury .
H INXTO N.

-Village on borders of Essex , 2m . from Ches terford . Church
of SS. Mary and John in Early English style .

H IS TD N.
—Village 3m . north-west from Cam bridge . Church of St.

Andrew’s is old.

HO RN INGS EA .
—Village on banks of the river Cam . 32m . north-north

east from Cam bridge , Church of St. Pe ter is old.

HO R S EHEA TH .
—Village 4m . east from Lin ton s tation . Church of A ll

Sain t s old.

IO K LEYD N—P arish on the Essex border, 6m . sou th-west from Lin ton .

In teresting church in Early Norm an style .

lM P lNG
‘

l
‘

D N .
-Parish 3m . sou th from Cam bridge .

l 8 LEl-l A M .
—Large village 16m . north from Newm arket . Church of St.

A ndrew’

5 large stone edifice .

K ENNET
'
I
'
.
—Sm all parish 4m . north-eas t from Newm arke t .

K INGS
'
rO N.
—Parish 8m . north from Roys ton .

K lRTLlNG.
—Village 5m . sou th -east from Newm arke t . A ncien t church

of A ll Sain ts .
K NA PWELL,

—Parish abou t 4m . sou th from Swavesey .
LA ND BEA OH .

-Sm all parish 5m . north -east from Cam bridge .

LA NDWA D E.
—Parish 4m . north-wes t from Newm arke t .

LEVER INGTD N.
—Village in I sle of Ely, 2m . north -wes t from Wisbech .

The church of St. Leonard is old.

LlNTO N.
—Town I rm . sou th east from Cam bridge . Church of St. Mary

in Perpendicular sty le , recen tly restored .
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LlT l lNGTON.
-Parish 4m . north-west from Royston . Church of St.

Catherine in Early English style .

LlTTLEP O RT .
—Large villa e on the Ouse , 5m . north fromEly in the

Fen dis trict . Church o St. George , with its fine tower, which can
be seen for m iles round .

Loom- Village 6m . east from Cam bridge .

LO LWO RT l-l .—Parish 6i5m . north-west from Cam bridge. Church of A l
Sain ts is old.

LONG S TA NTO N.
—Village abou t cm . north -wes t from Cam bridge .

Church of A ll Sain ts recen tly restored .
LO NGGTOWE.

-Parish on the border of Hun tingdonshire , 12m . westfrom Cam bridge.

M A D INGLEY. Parish 5m . north-west from Cambridge .

M A NEA .
—Ham le t 8m . sou th-east from March , in the Fen district .

M A R c l-l .—Marke t town 9m . sou th from Wisbech in the I sle of Ely.

Church of St. Wendreda is old .

M ELBO U R NE—Large village 3m . sou th-east from Royston . Church
of A ll Saint s recen t ly restored .

M ELD RETH .
—Village on the Rhea , 4m . north-east from Royston .

M ERA L
lh
—Village in I sle of Ely, 7m . west of Ely. Church of St. Mary

Is o

M lLTO N.
—Village on the river Cam , 3 m . north-north—east from

Cam bridge . Church of A ll Saints is o d .

NEWM A R K ET .
—A m arke t town 13m . east by north from Cam bridge .

Church of St. Mary in Early English and Perpendicu lar s ty le .

Fam ous racecourse .

NEWTON (near Cam bridge) .—Parish 6m . sou th from Cam bridge .

Church of St. Margare t , with fine tower arch .
NEWTO N (near Wisbech‘.—Village on border of Norfolk 4m . northfrom Wisbech .
O A K INGTO N.

—Village 7m . nort h-west from Cam bridge. Church of
St. A ndrew is old.

O RWELh—Parish 8m . sou th-west from Cam brid e . Church of St.
A ndrew is Old. with effigy of J erem iah Radcli e

, one of the trans
la tors of the Bible .

O UTWELh—Partly in Cam bridgeshire and part ly in Norfolk .
OVER .

—Larg e
(p
arish 5m . east from St. I ves . Church of St. Mary the

Virgin is 01 with som e fine gargoyles .
P A M P lsr-

‘

O R D .
-Village

-

8m . sou th from Cam bridge. Church of St.John the Baptist is old .

P A PWORTH EVERA R D .
—Parish 6m . sou th-west from St. I ves .

P A PWO RTH 8 T . AGNE8 .
—Parish on Huntingdonshire border, 8m .

north-east from St. Neots .
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P A RSON D ROYE—Parish g m . north from Murrow station .

P R I O K WI LLOW.
—Ham le t abou t 4m . north-ea s t from Ely. Church of

St. Pe ter is m odern .

RA M P TO N.
—Parish 7m . north from Cam bridge . Church of All

Sain ts is Old.

R EA Ol-l .—Ham 1e t abou t rm . north from Swaflham Prior.

RED M ERE—Parish 8m . north-ea s t from Ely.

S AWGTO N.
—Villa g e on the river Cam . 7m . sou th from Cam bridge .

Church of St. Mary is old.

SHELPOR D , GREA T .
—Parish 4m . sou th by ea st from Cam bridg e . Very

in teresting church of St. Mary .
S HELFOR D . LiT TLE—sm . sou th by east from Cambridge . In teresting

church of A ll Sain ts .
SHEP R ETHJ—Parish 8m . sou th-wes t from Cam bridge.

- Church of
All Sain ts is old.

SH INGAY .
—Village 5&m . north from Royston .

SHU D Y OA M P S .

—Village 4m . south-ea st from Lin ton . Church of St.
Mary ’ s is old.

SNA ILWELh —Village abou t 3m . north from Newmarke t:
S OHA M .

-Town 6m . sou th-ea st from Ely. Church of St. A ndrew testored wi th som e fine m odern work .

SOUTHBEA wi th M URROW.
—Parish nearWisbech .

STA P LEFO Rm—P arish abou t 5m . sou th - south -west from Cam bridge .

Church of St. A ndrew is old.

STEEPLE NI O R D EN.
—Parish 5m . north -wes t from Royston . Stone

church of SS . Pe ter and Paul .
STETO RWO RTH .

—Vill age 35m . sou th -west from Newm arket . Church
of St. Pe ter is old.

S TOW w itt Q UY .
- Parish 5m . east-north .eas t from Cambridge . Church

of St. Mary is ancien t .
8 TRETH A NI .- Parish in I sle of Ely, 4m . sou th by west from Ely. Old

church of St. Jam es, with fine carving .
STU NTNEY .

—I m . south-ea st trom ,
Ely. The church con tains som e

in teresting orm an doorways.
BUTTO N.

- Village in the I sle of Ely, 6m . wes t from Ely.

GWA FFH AM BULBEGK .
—Parish 6§m . west from Newm arket . Church

of St. Mary is old.

swA l-
‘

FHAM P R I OR .
—Vill ag e 6m . we st from Newm arke t . Church of

St. Mary , which was in ruins , has been partly restored .

8WA VE8 EY .
—Large vi llage 3m . south-east from St. I ves . Interesting

Early English church .
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WlLLlNGl-l AM .—Large villa e abou t 6m . east from St. I ves . Ex
trem e ly interesting churc of St. Mary and A ll Saints , with very
fine

p
icina and sedilia , contain s chapel now u sed as ve stry with very

fine lgb roof and good carving .
WlM BLlNOTO N.

- Parish 4m . sou th from March. A t Stonea Grange ,
near the village , traces of a Rom an cam p are to be found .

WIM P O LE—Parish 9m . sou th-west from Cam bridge. Church of St.
A ndrew in red brick .

WIS B EC H .
—Im portan t seaport and m arke t town , 7 In . tom March .

In teresting , ancient church of SS . Pe ter and Pan Museum and
Literary Institution well worth visiting .

WIS B EGH 8 T . M A RY’8 .
—Parish 3m . south-west of Wisbech .

A ncien t church of St. Mary ’s .
WlTOHA M .

—Parish 6m . west from Ely. Church of St. Martin old.

WITOHFO R D .
—P arish in I sle of Ely, 3m . south-west from Ely.

Church of St. A ndrew old.

WOO D D ITTON. ,

-Villag e abou t 35m . sou th from Newmarke t . Ancien t
church of St. Mary's in Early English style .

WRATT ING, WEST .
- Village 5m . north -eas t from Lin ton. Ancien t

church of St. A ndrew's .



AD VERTI SEMENTS .

A nd Bicyc l ing and Tricyc l in g Trades
’

Rev iew .

T h e A u t h o r it y o f
‘

t h e C y c l e W o r l d .

RELIABLENEWS onALI. cvcuncEVEIITS
I n tere sting and Com prehen sive . A dvice to Riders . Unbiassed

Op In ions on Mechan ical Ma t ters .

EVERY WED NES D A Y, O NE PENNY.

Throug h a ll Bookstal ls and Newsagen ts , or from the Publishers ,
IL I FFE, SUNS STUIIMtYHO. 3, ST, BRIDEST., LONDON, £0.

A ND HERTFORD STREET . COVENTRY .

A Journa l publ ish ed in th e Interests of th e Mech a n ica l ly

prope l led Road Carria g e .

THE MOTO R OA R PA PER.

D riving Notes , Prac tical Experiences . Run s and Tours .
I llu strated D escrip tion s of every A u tocar and Motor Cycle . Hin t s and

A dvice . Trade Notes .
S P EC I A Ll—Y I LLU S T R A T E D

F rom Orig ina l P hotog raph s a nd D raw in g s .
A n indispen sable com panion to al l in terested in the au tom obile pas tim e .

EVERY FRI D AY, THREEPENCE.

From al l Newsagents and Booksellers , or direct from the

P ublishers.
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AD VERTI SEMENTS .

P HOTOGRA VURE.
—By W. T . Wilkin son . With illustra tions by

W L. Coils. Crown 8vo. Paper covers (postage I d .)

THE F IRST P R INC I PLES O F P HOTOGRA P HY.
—By Clem en tJ . Lea er. With num erou s diagram s and illus trat ions . Crown 8vo.

Cloth ound (pos tage 3d. )

A N INTRO D UCT IO N TO THE SC IENCE A ND P RA CT ICE
O F

.

PHOTOGRA P H Y .—By Chapm an Jone s, F .C .S . Third
ed i tion . Revised and en larged . With num erou s illustrations .
Crown 8vo. Paper cover (postage 3d .)
D it to ditto cloth bound (postage 4d. )

PHOTOGRA PHY A NNUA L(Published in Ju ly) .—Edited by R . Child
Bayley (Editor of P hotog raphy ) . A splendidly illustra ted com pendium
of inform a tion and sta tistics of the year. D em y 8vo. Handsom epaper covers (postage 5d .)
C loth bound , gil t le t tered

F ar in advance of any com petitor.
—Vide P ublic P ress.

P HOTO -M ICROGRA P H Y .—By A ndrew Pringle , Royal
8vo, cloth cover, with num erous illu stra tion s (postage 4ad .)

A T REA T ISE O N PHOTOGRAVU RE.
—I n In taglio, by the

Ta lbot -K lio proce ss . By Herbert D enison , A standard
work which cannot be too highly comm ended ; strongly bound inbuckram (postage 3d. )

THE PHOTOGRA PH IC REFERENCE BOO K .
—Hin t s , inform ation , and m ethods concerning al l kinds of photographic work and

recrea tion . Com piled by W. A . Wat ts , M .A . , under the direction of

Henry Sturm ey. A com prehen sivew ork of over 400 pages . Copiously
illustra ted , and well bound in cloth (postage 4d . )

O f infinite value to professional and am ateur.

THE GUM -B ICHROM ATE P RO CESS .
—By W . J . Warren . Abook of in struc t ion for Obtaining a perm anen t photograph in pig

m en t by photographic m ean s withou t transfer. With illustra tions .
C loc covered (postage cd.)

THE ENC YCLO PE D IA O F P HOTOGRA PHY.
—

_

By Walter
.

E .

Woodbury . Con taining over references , and i llus tra ted With
above 200 explanatory sketches and diagram s . Cloth bound (post
ag e 6d. )

THE M AGIC LA NT ERN . By John A . Man ton ,
Eng ,

Loud . A lit tle book con taining a ll in form a tion u se ful to

the lan tern ist , thoroughly up to da te , with e n appendix giving par
ticu lars of where the variou s and s cia l piece s of apparatu s I n use

w ith the lan tern can be obtained , wit a list of books on the lan tern .

Cloth bound (postage 15d. )

THE PLA T INOT Y P E P ROCESS —ByW. J .Warren . A thoroughly
up - to-da te m anua l , con tain ing full inform a t ion O I I the working of thi s
process , with illus tra tion s of an exposed prin t before and a fter
deve lopm en t . Cloth bound (pos tage 2d . )

I L I F FE, SONS 86 STURMEY LTD 3 ST. BR IDE STREET, E



BOOKS FOR CYCLISTS.

CYCLING—T h e Nu ts h e l l Se rie s .
- By C . W. Brown . Athoroughl y practica l handbook for cyclists of both sexes , with

chapters on the care and m anagem en t of m achines . Cloth bound
(pos tage 15d. )

TH E cvc u s
-
rs ’ RO UTE BOO K or GREA T BR ITA IN A ND

I RELA N D , including the I sles of Man and Wig ht . A n originaldescription of upwards of m ile s of road , with index m ap of

England and Wa le s in five
,
sections, showing at a glance the best

routes , dangerous hills , etc . , by W . J . Spurrier. New and revised
edition . Of a ll booksellers , and obtainable at all Messrs . Sm ith and
Son

’s bookstalls Paper covers (postage 3d . )

C loth gilt
Inva luable to a ll who cycle .

R IGHTS A N D LIA B ILI T IES O F C YCLISTS . By John A .

William son . Solicitor, and Chie f Consu l C .T .C . Northum berland .

Third edition (postage rd . )

B IC YCLING FO R LA D IES .
—By Miss F . Erskine . Every lady

cyclis t shou ld possess this handy lit t le boo I t gives full in form ation on learnin to ride , choice of m achine , dress , worries and
r

ig
i edies, care 0 m achin e , touring , etc . , etc . Paper covers (postage

2 0 ) 0 0 0 0 0 .

Prac tical from cover to cover. There is not a superfl uous aragraph in it, and it covers the whole fie ld of the recrea tion ; ress ,touring, care of the m achine , rem edies for comm on m ishaps , etc . ,being a ll trea ted in turn . We thoroughly recomm end the handbook ,
which is brightened by —D undee A dvertiser.

SA FET Y CYCLING.
—By G. D . Leechm an . A n exhaustive summ ary

of the art of cycling , with chap ters on the choice of a m achine ,
riding , touring , racin con struction , hou sing and care of m achines ,
acce ssorie s , m aps an road books , dress , insti tu tion s , poin ts of law .

cycling for ladies . I llustra ted . Paper covers (postage 2d. )

THE CYCLIST ’S IN D IS P ENSA BLE HA N D BOO K A ND YEA R
CO O K (published a t F ebruary) —Edited by Henry Sturm ey. Well
i llu s tra ted . Boards (postage 4d )

Prac tically a direc tory to the cycle trade .

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS .

Resum e of Cycling for the Year—Nove ltie s in Cycle Construc tion
and A cce ssories—The Weig hts of Cyc les and Parts—Cycle Sundries
and A cce ssorie s (a gu ide to where you can g e t them )—The British
Path Records of the Year—Road Records up to da te , with T able s of

r
Pace Resu lts of the A m a teur and Professiona l Cham pionships
The In terna tiona l Cyclists ’ A ssocia tion—Portraits of the World ’s
Cham pions for the Year—The Cycling C lubs—Cyclist Sec tion s
a t tached to Volun teer Regim en t s—Show S ta tistics—Lam p -l ighting
T ables—New Com panies—The Va lue and D istribu tion of the Cycle
Exports—F rench and Germ an D ictionary to Cycle Parts and

A ccessories—Foreig n Tariffs on Cycles , Cycle F ittings , and A c
cessories in a ll parts of the world .

I L I F FE SONS 86 STURMEY [TD 3, ST. BRlDE STREET, ED.



AD VERTI SEMENTS

H INT S TO LA D Y TRAVELLERS : A t Hom e and A broad—By
Lillias Cam pbell D avidson . Crown 8vo.

A rem arkable fea ture of the work is its excellent summ ary of holiday
resorts of the United K ingdom .

”

GUIDE BOOKS.

T HE WA Y-A BO UT SER IES O F GAZ ETTEER GU ID ES .
—Invabooks to a l l , whe ther trave llers by ra i l or road , and u seful to resi

containin

d
g fu ll in form a tion on how to g et abou t and wha t to see .

illustra te with e xcellen t road m aps .
Each volum e , paper

cloth , gilt
Post free ad. ex tra .

r.
—S URREY, by H . S . Vaughan .

2 .
—K ENT , by H . S . Vaughan .

3 .
—WA RWIC K SH IRE, by W. A . Bettesworth .

4 .
—D ERB YSH IRE, by E . Bradbury .
S.
—NO RFO LK A ND S UF FO LK , by H . Harbour.

6 .
—S USSEX, by H . S . Vaughan .

7.
—HERTFO RD SH IRE, by W. A . Bettesworth .

8.
—M I D D LESEX, by H . S . Vaughan .

9 .
—HEREFO RD SH IRE, by C . Caldicot t .

xc .
- O XFO RD SH IRE, by H . Graves , B.A .

I I . SO UTH WA LES , by J . C . Mann ing .

12 .
—THE ENGLISH LA K E D ISTR ICT , by W. A . Rum m ey, M .A .

r3 .
—HA M PSH IRE A ND THE ISLE O F WIGHT , by W. A . Bettess

r4.
—S OM ERSETSH IRE, by Henry Harbour.

15 .
- D EVO NSH IRE, by H . S . Vaughan .

16.
—NO RTHUM BERLA ND A ND D URHA M , by R . T . Lang .

17.
- IRELAND , by T . O

’

Neill Lane .

18.
—ESSEX, by G. D ay.

i g .
—WO RCEST ERSH IRE, by C . Caldicot t .

arm—BERK SH IRE, By H . Grave s , B .A .

ar.
—BUC K INGHA M SH IRE, by H . Graves , B .A .

2 2 .
—THE IR ISH LA K ES A ND R IVERS , by T . O

’

Ne i l l Lane .

2 3 .
—YO RK SH IRE, by R . T . Lang .

24. CA M BR ID GESH IRE, by George D ay.

2 5 .
—BED FO RD SH IRE, by H . Graves . B . A .

I L I F FE, SONS 86 STURMEYLTD 3, ST. BR IDE STREET,
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AD VERTI SEMENTS .

COO K ERY- T h e Nu ts h e l l Se r ie s .
—By Marg uerite Nine t . The

m u l tum in parvo ”
of cookery books . A com plete handbook on

the culinary art. C loth (postage 15d. )

P H YS ICA L RECREAT ION FO R GIRLS T h e Nu ts h e l l
S e r ie s .

—B A n
‘

n ie A rm strong . A m anua l of in struct ion for healthgiving and hea lth -preserving exercise s . A n absolu te necessity inthese days of high pressure . Cloth (postage iéd . )

EAS Y HO USEHOLD T ESTS FOR FOO D A D ULTERAT ION—T h e Nu ts h e l l S e r ie s .
—By A . J . Wilcox , F .S .C . This bookshou ld be in the hands of every house keeper, as it enables her, in an

easy m anner, to a ssure herself tha t she has actual ly received un
adu l tera ted the article for which she has paid . C loth bound
(postage 15d.)

CHURCH A RCH IT ECTURE—T h e Nu ts h e l l Se r ie s .
—By C . B .

F owler, The difl erent styles of ecclesiastica l architecture
clearly explained and illustrated . Non - technical . C loth (postage 15d . )

EVERY D A Y LAW—T h e Nu ts h e l l S e r ie s .
—By Sydney Wright ,

Barrister- at- law . Writ ten to save the reader the expen se andtrouble of applying to a lawyer over lit t le everyday legal m at ters .
C loth (postage i d

THE M AGIC LA NTERN—T h e Nu ts h e l l S e rie s .
— (See books

for photog raphers and lan tern ists at com m encem en t of lis t . )
STRA NGE CLIENTS A ND OTHER TA LES.

—By Saum arez de

Havilland of the Inner Tem ple (postage i 5d . i

Each story is be tter than the preceding one .

SH D RTHA ND A N D TY P EWR IT ING.
-A short cu t to rapid work

with pencil and keys . A l i tt le book con ta in ing m uch va luable
inform a tion for phonographers and typists . S tiff paper covers
(postage rd. )

PATENT ING M A D E EAS Y . -A concise and up
-to-da te handbook

for the use of inven tors , which will be found m os t use fu l . By a

Reg istered Paten t A gen t . I llu stra ted . S tiff paper covers (postage

ROUGH ING IT O N T HE STAGE—By Leopold Wagner. Clothbound (postage 25d. )

Recal ls the playful hum our of A lbert Sm ith .

THE C IT IZ EN'S REFERENCE BO O K FO R ENGLA ND ,

SC OTLA ND , A ND I RELA ND .
—A com ple te and c lear C itiz en

's
Gu ide in connec tion with Parliam en tary Elec tions , Elem en tary
Education , and Local Governm en t . By C ivis . C loth bound
(postage 2d.)

A HA ND Y BOO K U PO N ELO CUT ION A ND D RA M A T IC
A RT .

—By Em ily McLaug hlin . Foolscap 8vc . C loth (postag e 3d . )

O

2

I L I F FE. SDNS 86 STURMEY LTD 3. ST. BR IDESTREET. E.



A D VERTISEMENTS .

NET

5 .

H INTS A ND WR INK LES ON SEA F ISH ING.
- By I chthyo

saurus . With an A ppendix giving distances , fares , sum m ary ofsport , hin ts on boats and bait , etc . , and a fu ll list of hote ls andboarding hou ses . Well illu strated , and neatly bound in cloth
(postage 3d.)

W. G. GRA CE.
—A Biography by W. Me thven Brown lee , with a

T re a t is e on C r ic k e t contribu ted by W. G. Grace . Twen t y
fi rst thousand (postage 25d. )

O NE THO USA ND PA T ENT FA CTS .
—A collec tion of u sefu l

inform a tion re la ting to the protection of inven tions by le t terspa ten t , and to the registra tion of designs and trade m arks in al l

countries . By Robert E Phillips , Mem b. Inst . Mech . Engs . Clothbound (postage 3d . )

IND IA N CLUBS A ND HOW TO USE THEM .
—A new and

com ple te ‘m ethod » for learning to wield. light and heavy clubs , gradu
a ted from the sim plest to the m os t com plica ted exercises . By E .

Ferdinand Lem aire . With 2 18 illu strations by the au thor. Fol lowedby an appendix on strength and strong m en . Cloth bound
(pos tage 45d. )

O N A N A UTO CA R T HRO UGH THE LENGTH A ND
BREA D TH O F THE LA ND , be ing notes on a tour of

m ile s on a m otor car from John -o
'
-Groa t ’s to Land 's End ,

London , and Coven try . I llu stra ted with thirty-six photographstaken by the au thor. Bound in c loth . S iz e , 85 x 43 (postage 3d . ) 4

SPROGUES ON THE FELLS .
—ByA . W . Rum ney , M A . A ccoun ts

of ram ble s over the F e lls of the English Lake D istrict . I llustrated ,
and bound in a t tractive paper covers (postage rd . )

PERIODICALS.

THE CYCLIST .
—The au thority of the cyc le world . A com ple te

record of al l cycling even t s . In teresting , com prehen sive , andprac tical . Unbiased opinion s on m echanica l and a ll other m a tters .
The on ly paper for the prac tica l cyclist or the m an who wishes
to becom e one . Edited by Henry Sturm ey. EveryWednesday
Binding Case for vol . (postage 3d. )

PHOTOGRA PHY : T h e J ou rn a l o f th e A m a te u r, th e
P rof e ss io n , a n d th e T ra d e .

-A photog raphic newspaper
record ing all tha t is going on in the photog raphic world . Leaders by
the bes t au thori ties , and con tribu tion s from e xperts . Essen tially
the pra ctica l paper. Edited by R . Child Bayley . Every Thursday
(postage id.)

Binding Case for vol . (postage 3d. )

I L I F FE, SONS STURMEY LTD 3, ST. BR IDESTREET, ED.



AD VERTI SEMENTS .

THE A UTOCA R.
—A h illustra ted journal ~

published in the in terest s
of the m echanically-prope lled road carriage . Edited by Henry
Sturm ey. Every Friday (pos tage gd. )

Binding C ase for vol . (postage 3d . )

Subscription F orm s upon application

Restag es quoted are for the United King dom . Foreig n postag e extra .

I L I F FE SONS 8a STURMEYLTD. 3, ST. BR IDESTREET ED.
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A D VERTI SEMENTS .

THE YORKSHIRE

I S ONE OF THE

La rg est Clrcu la ted Morn ing Newspap ers in

Yorksh ire and th e North em Counties .

P R I C E O N E P E N N Y .

ESTABLlSHED 17 90 PUBLISHED D A ILY 18 7 4 .

I n addition to its ordinary sa le , the YO RK SH I RE HERA LD posse sses one oi t
largest and m ost in fl uen t ia l P os ta l C irc u la t io n s in the kingdom , am ong
the nobi l i t y , gen try , com m erc ia l c lasse s and priva te residen ts in the abo
e xten sive d istrict , and is con sequen t ly one of

THE BEST ADVERTISING MEDIUMS
in the distric t . I t con tains the m os t com plete

Loca l and D istrict Reports , Latest Fore ig n a n

D om estic News , and its A g ricu l tura l ; Com m erc ia

Shipping , and S porting in te l lig ence cannot be exce l le

THE

ESTABLISHED 17 9 0 .

S IXTEEN PAGES . P R IC E TWO PENC E.

Con ta ins A gricul tural Notes , Reports . and A rticle s ; Marke t s ; the Loca l an
D istrict'News ; Miscellaneou s Notes ; Pa rliam en tary ; Sporting ; Genera l New
F oreign Sum m ary ; Extract s from the Socie ty and ( , om ic Papers ; Stories by ( ifbest A u thors ; Literary Con tribu tions , etc etc .

Chief Office—YORK . London Office—74 , FLEEI
‘

STREET

B ra n c h O fl i c e s ~ Ht
rLL, SC ARBO ROUGH , AND M I D DLESB ROUGH .



A D VERTI SEMENTS .

THE

is one of the leading advertising m edium s in the
Un ited K ingdom .

THE

is the largest newspaper in the world .

is not on ly passed from hand to hand , but from
fam ily to fam ily , and the tota l num ber of its

readers is enorm ous— probably upwards of
of each publication .

THE

is now , on accoun t of its large num ber of adver

tisem en ts , and their m u ltifarious character ,

regu larly referred to by capitalists and others in

all parts of the .Un ited K ingdom .

THE

is published every Saturday ; two fu ll sheets ,
16 octavo pages, 112 colum n s, un stam ped , 24d ,

free through the post to any part of the Un ited
K in gdom , 3d.



A D VERTI SEMENTS .

ESTABLI SHED 1804. F R I D A Y S , O N E P EN N Y .

Hig h- class Fam ily and Comm ercial Newspaper.

THE OLD EST JOURNA L IN THE PRINCI PA LIT

O ffi c e s : 5 8 , Win d Stre e t, SWANSEA .

HE CAMBR IAN ha s one of the larg est, an

certa in ly the m ost infl uentia l , circulations i

Swan sea and the surrounding districts, and througho

the Principa lity. I t is a lso la rg ely read in various place
abroad by those interested in sh ipping , Copper sm eltin

tinp late m anufacture , and a g ricultura l pursu its.

I ts reduction to One Penny (june i 8th ,
an

consequent g reat increa se in circulation , has considerabl

aug m en ted its va lue as a m eans of advertisem ents f

a ll classes.

P RO P R IETORS

THE GAMBRIAN NEWSPAPER GIL, LT
Se c reta ry a nd Ma na g e r : CHA S . E. WILLlNG.
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A D VERTI SEMENTS .

Bedford a nd Coun ty

PUBLISHED ON TUESDAYS ,

P R IC E O N E H A LF P EN N Y ,

The on ly m id-weekly paper for Bedford town and coun ty . It thus
reaches a class that no other paper can reach , and is therefore
invaluable to advertisers.

T H E
“T HE JO URNA L” (Established 1810) is the second O ldest Paper 1n Wa les

and has taken a fron t rank as a High c lass F am ily Newspaper. I t is so conducted
as to g ive full reports of all Loca l and D istric t News , having a large sta ff of compe ten t reporters and corresponden t s . No other newspaper has such a large and
wide circu lation in the We stern Coun tie s ofWale s . Hundreds of copie s are a lsopos ted every week to the Industria l D istricts of Sou th Wales and the large
Engl ish towns . The Oflicial A dvertisem en t s of the Coun tie s of Carm arthen and
Cardigan , aswe ll as those of the D istric t and Town Councils , Boards ofGuardians ,
School Boards

,
Banks , In surance and Railway Com pan ie s , Governm en t D epart

m en ts , San itary and other A u thorities , are published in THE
l
j
i

OU RNA L. I t is a lso
the recognised m edium for a l l Bu siness , Lega l , and Par 1am en tary Notices ,
as we ll as the selected pape r for Prospectu ses oi Public Com pan ies in cou se
quence of its leading position am on g the m ost influen tial and wealthy classes .

P UBLISHED EVERY FR ID AY. P R ICE O NE P ENNY .
SCA LE OF CHA RGES FOR A DVERTISEMENTS

Trade A dvertisem en ts will be in serted in the J OU RNA L at the follow1ng ra tes :
I I nsert1on 1 5 . 6d. per inch (single colum n ) per in sertion .

1 3 do. I S. do. do do

26 do. 9d. do. do. do.

52 do. 6d. do. do. do.

D ouble C olum n A dvertisem en ts charged twice above ra te . Public Not ice s and
Property Sa les will be inserted at 6d. per line per insertion . Sales of Furn itu re
at 4d per line per insertion . Governm en t Notice s and Election A ddresse s 9d.

per line per in sertion .

CHEA P PREPA ID SHORT A D VERTISEMENTS
Rela ting to Hou ses to be Le t and Wan ted ; Situa tion s Wan ted and Vacan t ;
A partm en t s to be Le t and Wan ted ; M isce llaneous Wan ted ; A rtic les Lost and
Found will be inserted at the ra te of One Shilling for the first 24 words or under,
and a Halfpenny each add1tiona l word . Three in sertion s for the price of two.

A l l comm unication s to be addressed to
“
TH E J O U R N A L c o . , n o " C A R M A R T H E N .



A D VERT I SEMEBTS

THE BED S . MERCURY
Circu lates a l l over the Coun ty.

A s a Local Advertising Medium

THE BED S . MERCURY
Ranks second to none .

Twelve Words for 60. Three Insertions for is .

The Best and Latest Service of News in the

Coun ty is a feature of

THE BED S . MERCUR I .

Sold by a ll Town and Village Newsagen t s , with whom
Orders and A dvertisem en t s can be le ft .

Published by R. Hill at Co.
, High St, Bedford.

R O M A N ELIC U M .

ROMANELIGUM. ROMANELIGUM.

REG I STERED .
For Hum anity and A nim a ls . Marve llou sly cure s Cu t s , Sprains , Colds , Burn s

Scalds , etc .
direct ly . One trial shows its worth . No hou sehold or stable is

com ple te withou t it, as it cures host s of trouble s . The best of it ROMANELIQ IINdoes not injure hair, but ra ther rom otes growth , hea ling , and hiding an injur}
in an incredibly short t im e . 0 Chem ists and Saddlers from 1 / upwards , 01
Wholesale and Re tail from LINE ROMANELIOUM NEWPORT PAGNEBL.

London Wholesale A gen t s—Barclay Co. , and May, Robe rts Co . , Chem ists
Everybody speaks we ll of ROMANELIOUM—Worth £1 I S . a bot tle .

B U C K S S T A N D A R D (Established 1858)

I s the m ost Inf luentia l Advertising Medium in North Bucks , having an extens ive circu la tion in Bucks , Beds , Northan t s , Hert s , and surrounding coun ties
P ublished every F riday even ing , P rice l d . Proprie tor, J am e s Line .

O ffices- St. Joh n a nd Silver S treets , Newport P a g n el l .

A ll person s requ iring Servan t s shou ld advert ise in the Bucks Sta nda rd .
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