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President's Address

May I on behalf of Bowls Scotland
extend a warm welcome to all

attending The National Finals at
Northfield 2023.

It is that time of year again when
bowlers in Scotland look forward

to the challenges and atmosphere
that accompanies this event. 

 
 

Marella O'Neill | Bowls Scotland Ladies President

                                         To the players, Firstly, may I
congratulate you on your district achievement to reach this
stage. Could this be your year to be a Scottish champion in

the sport you love. I wish you all the best of luck.
To the Competitions and Events team and all officials and

volunteers involved in stages 1 and 2 of the competition you
have my utmost admiration and gratitude. These events do

not happen by chance. It is the result of many months of
planning and organisation to ensure the experience for

players and spectators is as good as it can be. 
 Once again, the volunteers will give their time and knowledge

this week to ensure the smooth running of the competition.
We could not do without you, and I thank you for your

continued support.
I will be around throughout the competition and if you see
me, please say hello. I will be delighted to meet you. Enjoy

your week.
 Marella O’Neill

 

Foreward from Provost
Iain Campbell

As Provost of South
Ayrshire, I would like to

welcome you to Ayr for the
Bowls Scotland National

Championships.
 

There are so many sports
that can be accessed across
South Ayrshire, but bowling

remains a firm favourite. 

Bowls Scotland and 
South Ayrshire Council

 

Bowls Scotland wishes to thank
South Ayrshire Council for their

continued support of the National
Championships. Through every
stage of planning and delivery,

they have been helpful,
supportive and encouraging, and

the National Championships
would not be the success it is

without SAC's assistance.

Ron McArthur | Bowls Scotland Gents President

I wish to congratulate all players
on their achievement by reaching
the Nationals. You are now about
to perform at the National Centre
for Bowling, play well and enjoy

the experience. 
To the spectators likewise, enjoy

the experience and let the players
know how much their endeavours

and skills are appreciated.
 

 
Without the help of volunteers Bowls Scotland would not be
able to function. To all of you who have given freely of your

time over the years, this will include people at your club,
Umpires, DC’s, Past Presidents, Honorary members Thank

you.
This is a bigger inclusive Championships with a lot work done
by seen and unseen staff, this has been a mammoth task and
they all deserve credit in contributing to making this happen.
We are about to engage in a feast of bowling; may everyone
concerned in whatever capacity contribute to a successful

and memorable outcome.
I look forward to seeing you here. 

Ron McArthur.
 

This is a sport that can be enjoyed by people of all ages
and spectators travel from far and wide to be a part of

these championships.
 

Over the next week you will see some of the best players
in the country compete for a number of trophies. The

para matches are always exciting as is the junior
competition where we get to see some fantastic new

talent.
 

I am sure the competition will keep you rooted to your
seat, but if you do get the opportunity, I would encourage
you to explore Ayr and the surrounding area. There really

is nowhere like South Ayrshire, from award-winning
beaches to ancient castles and monuments we have it all.

 
Finally, I hope you enjoy the competition and join with me

in thanking the organisers for all their hard work before,
during and after the championships.

 
Iain Campbell 

 

Iain Campbell | Provost of South Ayrshire





























































*Note: All player information in this document is up to date as at 20.07.2023*



NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
VISITOR FAQS

How much are tickets?
Day tickets: £6 per day, payable at the gate
Weekly tickets: £32
• Available to purchase Sunday 23rd & Monday 24th July
(valid Sunday 23rd – Saturday 29th July)

Please note that only children under the age of 16 accompanied by a responsible adult are entitled to enter the event
free of charge.

Where can I buy tickets?
Tickets are only sold in person, on entry to the Championships. Tickets are not available to purchase online beforehand.
There will be only one entrance to this years’ Championships located at the retail marquee, Hunters Avenue, Ayr, KA8
9AL. 

How can I pay? 
Payments for tickets can be made with cash or card. 
There are no cashpoints on site, the nearest cash machine is located at Tesco Express, Prestwick Road, a 5-minute walk
away.

Do I qualify for a concession ticket?
Only children under the age of 16 are entitled to entry free of charge with a fully paying adult. Tickets are priced at £6 per
day, weekly tickets also available.

Is my ticket valid for any day?
Single day tickets purchased at the event are only valid for the day they are purchased and for one person.

What is on each day?
The playing schedule is available to view here; http://www.bowlsscotland.com/media/4227/2023-national-
championships-schedule-overview.pdf. Results will be updated daily and displayed on-site and on the Bowls Scotland
website.
Out-with the action on the greens, we have a retail marquee for you to shop till you drop, and of course a bar and
catering tent to wind down with a drink and a bite to eat. For more information on the retail tent keep an eye on our social
media channels to find out who will be trading each day.

Does a disabled person get in free?
No. But, if a carer is required, then the carer enters free of charge – entry fees apply to all other persons.
Disabled toilets are accessed within the main building and ramp access is available on all greens. Catering and Retail
areas are also wheelchair accessible.

What does my entry price cover?
Once inside the venue you can experience the Championships. You may need to buy something to eat or drink. However,
we’ve tailored the menu so that there is something for everyone at an affordable price. It really is a great value day out,
especially with children under 16 entering free.

What are the opening and closing times?
Entrance gates (on Hunters Avenue) – 8am to 6pm
Catering facilities – 8am to 6pm
Main Bar – 11am to end of play
Retail marquee – 8am to 6pm
*Times are subject to change according to the end of play on each day and at the discretion of The Championship Group.

Can I leave and re-enter the venue during the day?
Yes. Please keep a hold of your ticket as you must show this at the gate to re-enter.

TICKETING AND ENTRY OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION
Who runs the National Championships?
The National Championships is organised by Bowls Scotland, the National Governing Body for lawn bowls in Scotland.
Our aim is to widen awareness and increase participation in what is already one of the most popular and successful
sports in Scotland. 
Find out more about us: www.bowlsscotland.com.

How do I find out what’s happening and where?
We will be sharing regular updates on social media throughout the event, follow @BowlsScotland on Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram.

Where do I find out results?
The results will be found by visiting our website and social media channels throughout the Championships.

Will there be live streaming in operation?
Matches from the final two days (Friday 28th & Saturday 29th July) of the Championships will be live streamed on our
YouTube channel and Facebook page. The stream will be free to watch on both sites and more information will be shared
on our social media pages during the event.

Can I bring a camera?
We would highly recommend you do, as there is so much to capture.
We will have professional photographers on site throughout the event who will be capturing images of players and
spectators for use in Bowls Scotland promotional material. 

Am I allowed to bring my own food and drink?
You are very welcome to bring your own food and snacks although we have plenty of places to buy food on site in our
catering tent. We have new vendors available this year with burgers, pizza, fish & chips and pancakes on offer at
competitive prices! Spectators are prohibited from bringing alcohol into the venue and only alcohol purchased in the
designated bar areas can be consumed.
Security will be carrying out random bag checks on entry to the venue.

What if I feel unwell?
First Aid is provided at the First Aid station, ask a volunteer or official for assistance.

Can I bring a dog to the National Centre?
 The National Centre can be a busy place, so we encourage you to leave your dog at home. If you do bring your dog, it
must be kept on a leash at all times. Only assistance dogs will be allowed access the main event office or catering
establishments. 

Lost Property:
Speak to any volunteer for assistance with lost property during the event.
Following the Championships lost property will be held at The National Centre for Bowling and any enquiries should be
made to info@bowlsscotland.com or on 01292 294623.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
VISITOR FAQS

http://www.bowlsscotland.com/media/4227/2023-national-championships-schedule-overview.pdf
http://www.bowlsscotland.com/
mailto:info@bowlsscotland.com


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
TRAVEL INFORMATION

Park & Ride
There is a Park & Ride in operation for the duration of the event which is free to use. It is located at Afton Avenue (KA8
2AG – Directly at the end of Hunters Avenue). Coaches run every 15 minutes to the National Centre.
 
By Bus
Stagecoach Busses operate a circular service (Number 2 & 6) between Ayr Town Centre and Asda which passes the
National Centre for Bowling. Multiple bus stops are located on Hunters Avenue, the closest being approximately 200
meters from the Main Entrance at the Retail Marquee. These busses operate every 20minutes. 

You will also be able to use the 4 & 14 Bus Service as well; they stop all along Prestwick Road and run approximately every
15/20min depending on the time of day. The closest Prestwick Road bus stop is approximately a 5-minute walk to the
National Centre for Bowling. 

By Train (Newton-on-Ayr Stop)
Newton-on-Ayr train station is approximately an 8 minute walk from the National Centre for Bowling. The train station is
serviced approximately every 25/35min depending on the time of day, with more frequent trains at peak times. *Please
note that not every train stops at Newton-on-Ayr*

Taxis and Private Transfers
 The two most prominent local Taxi Companies are;

Streamline Taxi’s – 01292 477000 & 01292 280000
Gribbens Taxi’s – 01292 260000

The easiest option is to arrange for collection & drop-off is at Bellesleyhill Avenue between Alderston Avenue and
Bellesleyhill Road due to the busses operating to and from the Main Entrance. 
The 3 words for this location is “Tiny.Sticks.Cloth”.

PARK & RIDE AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT

GETTING HERE
Is parking available?
There is no public parking available at The National Centre for Bowling or on the surrounding streets during the event,
even for blue badge holders. We encourage spectators to use public transport or our dedicated Park and Ride service on
Afton Avenue, KA8 2AG.

What about disabled parking?
Disabled blue badge parking is at the Park and Ride on Afton Avenue (55.484177402199215, -4.610561346558998)
Stewards will be able to advise on where to park and accessible buses are available.

What is the best time to avoid the queues?
The National Championships attracts big crowds. This will inevitably result in some delays in entering the site at peak
times.
Using public transport can actually enhance your journey. Our best advice is to arrive early – gates open at 8am. 

Will there be queues to get into the Park & Ride car park? 
There may be small delays at peek times. Again, our best advice is to arrive early. Car parking stewards will guide you to a
space and shuttle buses run every 15 minutes at peak times.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
VOLUNTEERS

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our dedicated team of volunteers for
the 2023 National Championships.

Without these dedicated people giving up their time the event would definitely not
be able to run smoothly and successfully. Bowling clubs across Scotland are forever
indebted to hard working volunteers and our National Championships are certainly

no different.
First introduced in 2022, we will once again be presenting a 'Volunteer of the Week'

trophy to one of our amazing volunteers who has gone above and beyond
throughout the Championships. Look out for their presentation during the week!

Aileen Sloan
Alan James Bell

Alexander H H Neil
Alistair Fraser 
Alistair Scott 

Anne Miller
Billy Docherty
Blair Campbell
Bridie Ferguson

Carol Weir
Chloe Gowrie 

Claire McCurdie 
Douglas Dick

Duncan Smith
Edward Thomson 

Finley Moriarty 
Fiona Coutts

Francis Tanner
Gary Cardle

Gordon T. Catlow
Grace Whitton 
Grant W Gilbert

 
 

Hazel Matthews
Helen Vallance 

Iain Martin Dorricott
Ian Cunningham

Isabel Kelly 
Jacqui McCurdie 

James Hodge
James Morton 

Jim O'Neill 
Jim Roger

John Ferguson
Karen Malcolm

Karen Taylor
Kenneth James Bruce 

Lauren Middleton
Linda Fleming

Louise McCartan
Margaret Roger 

 
 
 
 

Margo Barr
Mary Watt

Maureen Wallace
Mavis Knowles
Meg Morrison

Michael McGuinness 
Moira Lang

Mr Robert Fleming
Muriel Dunlop
Philip Moore
Ray Gregory 

Robert Alexander OBE
Robert Donaldson

Robert Hopkin 
Robert Jake McEwan 

Ross Burns 
Sheila Muir 

Shirley Anne Sands
Susan Myles

Valerie O'Neill
William McEwan
William Menzies

 

Bowls Scotland's 2023 Volunteer Kit was created in
partnership with our Official Charity Partner, Erskine
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BRONZE AWARD
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SILVER AWARD

 
Allandale BC
Freuchie BC

Nairn BC 
 

@BowlsScotland

350
Try Bowls Clubs

Open and Inclusive to their local community

To register as a TryBowls Club, visit www.bowlsscotland.com and click the 
“Try Bowls Registration” button in the top right corner, 

email: trybowls@bowlsscotland.com 
or contact your National Development Officer.

 

Bowls Scotland are delighted to have overCongratulations to our

BowlsMark Clubs
Leslie BC  

 Longforgan BC 
Peterhead BC 

Prestwick Howie BC
Rosslyn BC 

St Ninian BC 
Strathmiglo BC 

West End (Kirkcaldy) BC 
West Kilbride BC 

Woodilee BC 
 
 
 
 
 

Alloway BC
Alva BC 
Alyth BC

Ardeer Recreation BC 
Ardrossan BC

Auchtermuchty BC
Balgay BC

Beveridge Park BC
Blackford BC
Broughty BC 

 
 
 
 

Bogleha' BC
Calderbank BC
Caldercraig BC 

Corstorphine BC
Craigentinny BC 
 Dalgety Bay BC

Ellon BC 
Haddington BC

Inverness (The) BC
Ladybank BC 

Laurieston BC  

For more information or to sign up to BowlsMark, please visit:
https://www.bowlsscotland.com/club-development/bowlsmark 

or contact your National Development Officer.
 
 

https://www.bowlsscotland.com/
mailto:trybowls@bowlsscotland.com
https://www.bowlsscotland.com/club-development/bowlsmark


In 2023 we introduced additional, localised support to clubs through
our TBA programme, specifically designed to support the delivery of

Try Bowls across Scotland.
With support and guidance from Bowls Scotland's NDO's, the TBAs

work with Try Bowls Clubs to increase community to club transition,
retention and ultimately increase the number of Bowls Scotland

members.
Our ambition is to have 24 TBAs by 2027 with scope to increase this if

the programme is successful.
 
 

@BowlsScotland

Support for Clubs
Welcome to our new

Try Bowls Activators

Find out more about the TBAs and their contact details here:
www.bowlsscotland.com/club-development/try-bowls-activators

Our  NDO's work in partnership with clubs to develop quality
environments that provide increased opportunities for people to

participate at all levels. Get in touch for club support, or visit: 
www.bowlsscotland.com/about-us/meet-the-staff

Coaching and Volunteering
Adam Martin, our Coach and Volunteer Manager is responsible for ensuring

development opportunities are available for coaches, leaders and
volunteers across Scotland.

 
For more information visit: 

www.bowlsscotland.com/club-development/coaching
or

www.bowlsscotland.com/club-development/volunteering
Or contact Adam via: adammartin@bowlsscotland.com 



@BowlsScotland

National
Volunteer Awards
Our  National Volunteer Awards recognise the dedication of

volunteers in bowling clubs across Scotland.
Nominations are open year-round via an online form.

 
Congratulations to all those nominated and to some of our more recent

winners...

Visit: 
www.bowlsscotland.com/club-development/volunteering

to submit a nomination, view the roll of honour and find out 
more about our previous winners.

Tireless dedication to volunteering
Respected long-serving club member
Positive role model to others

Gordon Weir - Alloa East End BC

Committed long service to volunteering
Excellent leadership
Outstanding contribution to the local community

Linda Kurimbux - Freuchie BC

Positive role model to others
Dedication to youth and junior bowlers
Committed long service to volunteering

Alan Petrie - Whitehall BC









BOWLSWEAR DIRECT
OPENING TIMES

MON to THURS: 10.00 - 14.00 
Saturday: 10.00 - 14.00

 

Closed Fridays, Sundays & Bank Holidays
PLEASE CHECK FOR CHRISTMAS & EASTER TIMES

 

NEW ADDRESS
Wey Valley Indoor Bowling Club

Lido Road, Guildford, Surrey GU1 1HB
 

Tel:01483 536 337
email:info@bowlsdirect.com

 

www.bowlsdirect.com
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