
Trentham Swimming Pool
A timeline 



Trentham Swimming Pool

Trentham open air swimming pool has now 
been closed for longer than it was open, but 
clear memories still remain.

Photos in family albums, old cine films and 
stories of learning to swim tell of carefree days 
spent there with friends and modest picnics.

Hopefully this collection of images and vintage 
film footage will provide a timeline for the pool 
from its opening to closure and the plans for its 
revival that came to nothing.   



The beginnings
In 1931 and 1932 

Trentham Gardens Ltd 
carried out 

redevelopments to 
improve its attraction 

to visitors

New entertainment hall, including ballroom and tea rooms Lakeside miniature railway

New entrance using the gatehouses formerly
at the grand main entrance to Trentham Hall 



Announcement of 
construction of 
swimming pool

Attractions were further extended 

with the planning for an open-air 

swimming pool in 1935

Location in Spring Valley, close to the 

spring and near to miniature railway

New car park for motorists

Buildings to face the lake with one of 

the finest views in the Midlands

Cost estimated at £17,000



Excavations of the pool

On 23 February 1935, The Sentinel carried a photo of the 
early excavations  of the pool under a light covering of snow.

The pool design and construction team

Mr Harold Goldstraw - architect
Mr Peter Lind - contractor
Mr E P Turner - chief engineer
Mr F P Plant - assistant engineer
Mr Keepen - foreman
Mr F Todd - resident agent
Mr E Boudry - manager

Water supply

• 20inch pipeline to carry water from 

the spring to the boiler house

• Boiler to heat the water to between 
60-70ºF before passing into the pool

• Water to pass out at the deep end of the 
pool through the stream into the lake

• Chlorination unnecessary as water to be 
taken straight from the spring



Trentham swimming pool was Art Deco in style 

• 130 feet long and 60 feet wide

• Shelved from 3 feet to 8 feet 3inches at deep end 

• Concrete floor to pool, inlaid with white tiles to 
denote lanes

• 15 feet diving stage 

• 3 springboards and a water chute 

• A water chute for children at shallow end

• Attached buildings for clothes rooms and cubicles 

• A café over the clothes rooms 

• A terrace over the cubicles

• Seats for spectators along two long sides

• Green terrazzo effect for surrounding paths 

• Hidden lights under the water for use at night-time

• Striped sun blinds on the outside

Design of the pool



Some of the Contractors



The mosaic tiled  clock 
with fish shaped fingers 
hung above the door of 
the restaurant.  

It was made by 
Henry Pidduck & Sons Ltd, 
Market Square Hanley. 

It disappeared after the 
pool closed. 

The Clock



These early bathers were Joan and Jack Glover.  Joan was the daughter 
of Mr Emil Percy Turner, the chief engineer on the project

First article and advert in The Sentinel 4 July 1935



Notice of closure in preparation for the formal opening





“It gives me great pleasure to 
come down to my old home and 
see the wonderful change that has 
taken place in the making of the 
swimming pool.  I have always 
been a keen swimmer and know 
from personal experience the great 
advantage it confers on the health 
of the individual.  

If England is to be an A1 nation 
it should encourage youth in 
outdoor sports.  I am glad to note 
that North Staffordshire is in the 
forefront with swimming, having 
such champions as Norman 
Wainwright and Bob Leivers. 

I hereby announce my intention of 
giving a swimming trophy for a 
competition amongst the pupils of 
secondary schools in the district.” 

The Opening Speech from 
the Duke of Sutherland 

Reply from 
Alderman A. C. Harvey 

Mayor of Stoke on Trent

“The presence of the Duke and 
Duchess demonstrates their 
continuing affection for Trentham …

I want to assure the Duke and 
Duchess that the people of the 
district really appreciate Trentham 
Park and express the fervent hope 
that it will never be built on. The park 
is one of our few open spaces and the 
free use of it is one of the greatest 
privileges that the children and the 
toilers of the district can enjoy. 

The Duke and Trustees have 
developed the gardens in a 
marvellous way and have thereby 
contributed largely to the amenities 
of North Staffordshire.  

In conclusion I thank the Duke for the 
offer of the trophy and congratulate 
those responsible for erecting the 
pool.”



After the formal 
speeches the guests 

settled down to watch 
the display of swimming 

and diving.

Two of the star 
attractions were two 

local Olympians:
Norman Wainwright

and Bob Leivers 

Opening Programme



Norman Wainwright 
Exhibition swimmer 

Congratulations at Wembley 1937 following international success against Germany 

Norman Wainwright, a local Olympian, undertook the first exhibition swim 
at the official opening with four lengths of crawl stroke



Born in 1914, Norman learned to swim when he was three years 
old, when his father was manager of the Hanley Public Baths.  

He subsequently swam for Hanley Amateur Swimming Club and 
became a top national and international freestyle swimmer for 
most of the decade before the Second World War. 

He competed in three Olympic Games (1932, 1936 & 1948); he 
won medals at two European and Empire Championships (1934 & 
1938); was Amateur Swimming Association (ASA) champion 21 
times; and held 50 ASA and British native records. 

After the opening of Trentham pool, it became his training base 
and he rented a cottage in the Gardens. He was a true amateur, 
receiving no sponsorship or patronage.  He worked for Richards 
Tiles throughout his swimming career, eventually becoming a 
senior executive.  

In 1938 Norman married Betty Porter and settled in Trentham and 
remained here until his death in 2000 at the age of 85.

Norman Wainwright – Life and achievements

Text and images courtesy of Paul Newman http://wp.renewableway.org.uk/index.php/people-2/norman-wainwright/  

Norman with his trophies and medals 
and his coach Harry Koskie in 1937 



Bob Leivers – Exhibition swimmer

In 1937 the City of  Stoke-on-Trent honoured

its two famous international swimmers, 
Bob Leivers and Norman Wainwright 

Medal record in Men's swimming events 

Commonwealth Games 

 

1938 Sydney 1500 yd freestyle 

 

1938 Sydney 4×220 yd freestyle 

 

1934 London 4×200 yd freestyle 

 

1938 Sydney 400 yd freestyle 

European Championships 

 

1938 London 1500 m freestyle 

 

1938 London 4×200 m freestyle 

 

Robert "Bob" Thomas Hanford Leivers (27 December 1914 – 28 August 1964) also 
swam at the official opening of the pool. He was a leading British middle-distance 
freestyle swimmer in the 1930s. He competed for Great Britain in the Olympics of 
1932 and 1936 and won Gold and Silver medals at the 1934 and 1938 Empire 
Games. He mainly trained at Longton Baths and during his career was famous for his 
friendly rivalry with his fellow Potteries swimmer Norman Wainwright

Bob ran the family butchers’ business, 
with shops in Longton and Meir. He 
married Winifred May Leivers (née Degg) 
and they had two children.



Bob Leivers – Exhibition swimmer in action – rare footage

Film courtesy of Ray Johnson and the Staffordshire Film Archive



The pool in 1935 

Image – William Blake – Potteries Museum and Art Gallery 



Soon after the official opening the 
Trentham Pool 

Amateur Swimming Club 
was formed on 13 July 1935.

The Hon Secretary was Mr R Boudry,  
the general manager of 

Trentham Gardens. 

The Club held its first gala on 
Saturday 7 September 1935

Trentham Pool Amateur Swimming Club 



First Gala of Trentham Pool Swimming Club 

First award of the 
Sutherland trophy for 

the winners of the 
team competition 

amongst secondary 
schools in the 

district.
Supplied by Henry 

Pidduck & Sons Ltd



6 August 1935

Opening hours and charges



Early aerial view



Early postcard



1930s - 1940s



Vintage film footage of the pool in the 1930s



Many visitors arrived by the lakeside miniature railway



Construction of the two-foot gauge 
miniature railway began in early 1934.  

Opened on Good Friday 30 March 1934

Ran the whole length of the lake and 
terminated near the southern tip. 

Engine and five coaches supplied by E. 
E. Baguley of Burton on Trent for £895.

Another engine ordered for the second 
season with additional coaches. 

A third loco and more carriages were 
delivered in June 1938.

Line re-laid in the same year with a 
passing loop so two trains could 
operate.  

The railway operated throughout World 
War Two.

The engines originally had numbers, but 
by the 1950s they bore the names 
Brora, Golspie and Dunrobin, names 
connected with the Sutherland 
ancestral estate in Scotland.

The lakeside miniature railway



Brora 1934
Golspie 1935

Dunrobin 1938 

The three locomotives that ran on the Trentham Gardens railway 



Driving the trains

For 30 years the principal train 
driver on the Trentham Gardens 
railway was Jack Gouldstone.

He started work there in 1938 and 
can be seen leaning out of 
Dunrobin’s engine cab.

He lived in the house within the 
grounds of Trentham School on 
the Stone Road and had ten 
children with his wife Freda.  
Sometimes the children acted as 
unofficial conductors on the trains.

“In the 1960s I was a ticket conductor on this train and Jack Gouldstone was the driver. The conductors had to stand on 
a running board by the side of the carriages and hang on with one hand and take money and issue tickets with the 
other, while the train reached speeds of over 20 mph. Sometimes conductors fell off and Jack had to stop while we 
picked up all the money that had been scattered over the tracks and by the lake. Today Health and Safety would not 
allow it.”  Duncan Cartlidge 2012 https://www.francisfrith.com/uk/trentham/trentham-railway_memory-275021

A conductor’s story



The pool remained 
open during 

World War Two
Evacuated bank staff from the Central Clearing 

House, based in the Gardens Ballroom, and 
convalescent soldiers from the local camp made 

good use of the pool during their occupation

Images – from private collections and The Sentinel



Vintage film footage of the pool in the 1940s



1940s - 1950s



Popular destination for day trips in the 1950s  



Postcard sent in 1957



1950-60s



There were regular swimming 
galas, diving competitions and 
bathing beauty contests 
with celebrity judges. 

Still swinging in the 1960s

Noele Gordon
20 July 1961

Pat Phoenix
21 May 1966

David Frost 
22 July 1973 



Long Distance Swimming Championships in Trentham Lake   
The pool was not the only place for swimmers! 
Trentham Lake was used by The British Long 
Distance Swimming Association and the Amateur 
Swimming Association for 3 mile and 5 mile 
races between 1963 and 1982.

Competitors used the swimming pool facilities 
for briefings and changing. 

We camped within the 
grounds and had the use of a 
small hut to gather for hot 
drinks and games. But we 
were always up again at 
dawn to do our training in 
the pool. Happy days!”

Local resident and long distance swimmer Dilys 
Beynon recalls her involvement: “
My introduction to Trentham Pool was in April 
1963, when the British Long Distance Swimming 
Association, ran a pre-season training course in 
the pool, prior to its seasonal opening.

Dilys with her champion’s trophy for 
the Trentham Lake swim in 1970



Use of pool for training

When practicing for long distance 

swims, including the English 

Channel, in the 1970s, Dilys 

Beynon was allowed to swim all 

night in the Trentham pool, often

for 12 hours without interruption.

Her efforts were supported by Reg 

Jones the pool manager. 

Dilys was one of the last people to 

swim in the pool before it closed.

Coach Ray Fear with young COSSACS swimmers at the pool. 
Often known as the “Swim Kids”, some went on to swim the English Channel. Some swimmers taking part in 1968 

Summer Olympics in Mexico also used 
the pool  for training

Olympic swimmers Norman Wainwright and Bob Leivers 
both used Trentham 
Pool for training 
purposes.  

Norman Wainwright in 
the 1936 Olympics

Dilys after record breaking  
Channel relay swim 1974



Philip Bradbeer, general manager at the Gardens until 1983,  
was interviewed for The Sentinel - Way We Were August 2002

“The pool was open from May to the end of August. 

Sometimes attracting over 20,000 on a Bank Holiday weekend.  
Folks came from all over the Midlands. There was always a 
tremendous atmosphere.

Later the management  organised BBQs by the pool with The 
Place nightclub. We’d get complaints from as far as Penkhull 
about the smell of the food and the music could be heard in 
Barlaston.

The pool was also used for swimming and diving competitions.

The pool was a wonderful place for families and young people. 
I can’t think of another pool that came anywhere near it.  

It was like a Hollywood film set.”

Trentham's Hollywood Lido 



Vintage film footage of the pool in the 1960 and 70s



Decline and closure

The pool declined rapidly 
after the long hot summer 
of 1976 and soon fell into 
disrepair.

The major factors were 
damage from subsidence, 
caused by coal mining 
activities at Hem Heath  
Colliery, plus the lack of 
recent investment and the 
increasingly uncertain 
financial situation. 



Estate for sale in 1979 

News cutting from the Birmingham Post  
2 July 1979



John Broome’s vision for Trentham

John Broome, owner of Alton Towers, 
bought the Gardens in September 1981 for 
around £3 million. In July 1982 he 
announced his plans for “Project Trentham”. 

The famous lido was to be refurbished, with 
the addition of a wave machine and several 
water slides to become the 
“Spring Valley Wild Water Lido”. 

There were proposals to construct a 
retractable roof over the pool, capable of 
withstanding two feet of snow. A jacuzzi, 
sauna, solarium, gymnasium, bar and 
restaurant would also feature.

The plans for the estate did not materialise, 
despite some initial investment and 
improvements taking place. Broome sold 
the estate to the National Coal Board in 
1984 and the pool’s fate was inevitable.



Former ticket office

Art Deco light fittings in café 

Decay
1984



Dereliction



The pool was finally 
demolished in early 
May 1986 by the 
National Coal Board.   

The buildings were 
bulldozed into the 
pool. 

Demolition 



Due to the decline in visitor numbers to the 
Gardens, three trains were no longer 
required, so Brora was moved to Scotland. It 
now resides in its own shed on the platform 
of the private station for Dunrobin Castle 
the ancestral home of the Dukes of 
Sutherland.  

In the early 80s the remaining engines were 
renamed Trentham Express and Trentham 
Flyer. 

The line closed in 1987.  The track was lifted 
in 1988 and the engines were moved to 
storage at Alton Towers.

Eventually Dunrobin/Trentham Flyer
re-entered service on a railway at East Links 
Family Park, Dunbar. 

Golspie/Trentham Express is currently in the 
care of the Stafford Narrow Gauge Railway 
Society at its Amerton Farm base.

End of the line for the miniature railway

Trentham Flyer 1986 Apedale Valley Light Railway



Hidden traces of a former era

Apart from people’s nostalgic memories, 
the only traces of the pool are the remains 
of a set of steps that rise up from the main 
path on the western side of the lake and 
disappear into the fenced compound of 
the Monkey Forest.   

The only remains of the train  route is the 
well trodden path along the lake towards 
its southern tip, where there was once a 
turnaround and small station. 

Google 2020 satellite image



40 years of memories 



1955 Steve Miles 

1955 Ted Miles, swimming pool lifeguard, 
3rd from the right

Snaps from the Miles’ family album 

1964 Jacqui Miles 

Ted Miles, my Dad, loved the 
pool and his favourite thing 

was to let me dive off his 
shoulders when I was little. 
Our family spent very many 
happy weekends there. He 
was so sad when it closed.



You could never swim in the 
pool.  It was always too full, 
you just stood in the water 

like a sardine!

I remember 
striving to dive 
from the high 

platform like the 
"big boys". I could 
go feet first easily 

but head-first was a 
big challenge for a 

12-year-old. 
I eventually got the 
courage and did it, 
but I don't think I 
was very elegant. 

I preferred to jump 
and enjoyed the 
feeling of leaving 

my tummy 
somewhere in mid 

flight.

It was like going on holiday 
for us poor Stokies!

My friends and I could 
never afford the 9d to 

ride the train and it 
was quite a trek on 
foot. So we'd walk 

along the track until 
we heard the train 

coming, then hide in 
the rhododendron 

bushes until it passed, 
run after it and jump 

on the running boards 
of the rear carriage. 
The first section of 

track after the station 
was inclined upward 
so the train would be 
going slow enough to 

catch. After about 
halfway along, 

however, we had no 
chance of running 

after it, but we'd be 
nearly there 

by then anyway. 



The water and 
changing rooms were 
freezing. There was a 

mangle to squeeze the 
water out of your 

costume!

We went in the late 
1960s and early 

1970s. Loved cycling 
along to spend time 
there with my sister

There were always lots of flies 
in the water under the slides, 

attracted by the sun cream 
coming off the swimmers. 

But it was still fun.

Spent many a happy hour 
in the pool. 

But I also remember a 
dirty foot bath in and out 

of the changing room.

I remember the baskets. They 
had a metal disc on with a 
unique number. You had to 

remember the number to get 
your clothes back, but if you 

couldn’t, you just pointed out 
your basket on the shelves 

behind the attendant.

The changing rooms 
had concrete walls 

separating the 
cubicles.  

I remember so well 
the cold concrete 
floor which was 
wet, slimy and 

slippery and I didn't 
like walking on it in 

my bare feet



Painted memories - Alf Wakefield

Sentinel Way We Were July 2002



Painted memories
A lazy day at the pool by Jo Watson

https://www.jowatsoncanvasart.com/
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Thank you for watching

More Trentham Heritage information available on

Web
http://trenthamwarmemorial.org.uk/

Facebook
www.facebook.com/groups/trentham100yearsago/

YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/c/trenthamheritage

If you have any photos or film or memories 
to share, please contact us
trenthamheritage@gmail.com 


