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1995
> SquashBusters launches with a 

$5,000 grant from the Massachusetts 
Squash Association.

1996
> The inaugural team of 24 middle 

schoolers from the Harrington School 
in Cambridge and the Timilty School 
in Roxbury sign on for the maiden 
SquashBusters voyage.

> Governor William Weld joins the 
Board. Harvard and the Harvard 
Club sign on with free courts and 
classrooms.

1998
> Byron Caine of Dorchester earns 

SquashBusters’ first private school 
acceptance — a full scholarship to 
Middlesex School.

1999
> The first SquashBusters replica 

program, StreetSquash, starts up in 
Harlem. The two programs square off 
in home and away matches.

2000
> Northeastern University’s  

President, Richard Freeland, and  
its Board of Trustees commit to  
a long-term facility partnership  
with SquashBusters.

2001
> Tudor Investment makes a lead 

capital contribution of $1.5M to 
SquashBusters — other major gifts 
begin to follow.

> 84% of SquashBusters’ first class of 
graduates enroll in college.

2003
> The Badger and Rosen SquashBusters 

Center at Northeastern opens its 
doors in July. Two months later, 
program enrollment nearly triples.

2005
> NUSEA is founded. Urban squash 

comprises programs in Boston, 
Harlem, Philadelphia, The Bronx,  
and Chicago.

> SquashBusters graduates its first 
students from college.

2006
> SquashBusters holds the inaugural 

SquashBusters Derby and raises 
$200,000.

> Enrollment surpasses 100 in Boston.

> Urban squash programs begin in  
San Diego and New Haven.

2008
> SquashBusters celebrates its 5th year  

at Northeastern; hundreds of NU 
students volunteer as academic tutors.

2010
> Current SquashBusters alumni  

and staff members, Rodney Galvao  
and Darryl Soto, matriculate to  
Bates and Colby.

2011
> SquashBusters graduate Patrick  

Williams is elected Senior Class  
President at Bates; SquashBusters 
graduate Yuleissy Ramirez becomes the 
first urban squasher to enroll at Harvard.

2012
> SquashBusters expands to Lawrence  

in partnership with Brooks School  
and Phillips Academy Andover —  
34 students inaugurate the program.

2014
> SquashBusters graduates  

its largest senior class with  
23 students heading to college.

> The MFS SquashBusters Derby  
raises over $1M. 

> There are 18 urban squash  
programs in the United States, 
modeled after SquashBusters, 
touching the lives of more than  
1500 young people.

2015
> NUSEA raises over $2M during a 

weekend celebration of the 20th 
anniversary of urban squash and 
is recognized for its good work by 
Michelle Obama. 

> SquashBusters begins its 20th year 
of serving Boston students. Plans 
progress for facility and program 
expansion in Lawrence and 
Providence.

20 Years of Urban Squash



The impact of SquashBusters, and the 20 programs that have followed our  
lead, is now far and wide. Did I have a plan for this all along? No. My original  
goal was to use a sport that had been so good to me as a vehicle to contribute  
to the lives of a small group of Boston kids. In the end, wherever the amazing  
and continuing SquashBusters journey takes us, whatever our accomplishments 
and achievements shall be, the SquashBusters pathway will remain the same — 
we promise to always open our hearts to one another, try our individual best at all 
times, and believe that every person has the potential to do great things in life.  
The pages herein endeavor to celebrate all that SquashBusters has become  
twenty years later. Thank you so much for being an important contributor to  
our special community.

With all my gratitude,

Greg

S Q U A S H B U S T E R S  began more than 20 years ago in the second 
bedroom of my Cambridge apartment. I first conceived of the idea during my final 
semester at the Kennedy School of Government in 1993. In a class entitled Social 
Entrepreneurship in the Public Sector, I wrote a paper about launching a squash 
and education program for urban kids in Boston. Prior to graduate school, I had 
spent almost ten years playing professional squash in many of North America’s 
major cities, wondering why this very urban sport remained disconnected and 
unavailable to most young people. I believed squash had more to offer.

Two years later, after a brief process-laden, slow moving administrative stint in 
state government that didn’t mesh with my impatient, fast twitch personality,  
I started SquashBusters. The program launched with 24 middle school students 
from Cambridge and Roxbury. There was a big van and a founding board, 
comprised of my friends, squash lovers and skeptical optimists. We had two 
school partners, 30 donated squash racquets, and free court time and classroom 
space given to us by the Harvard Club, Harvard University and the Boston YMCA.  
I spent time in every kid’s kitchen getting to know parents.

The goal was simple — to transform young people’s lives by immersing them 
throughout middle and high school in a program of squash, academics, mentoring 
and service to others. The community I envisioned would be known for its hard 
work and high expectations, accountability and honesty, kindness and personal 
attention, joy and caring about others. SquashBusters kids, I hoped, would  
improve in school, get fitter, fall in love with squash, become best friends, get 
accepted to and graduate from outstanding colleges. We would give back to 
people in need and unite people of diverse backgrounds.

Here SquashBusters stands twenty years later as a truly unimaginable success. 
The unlikely experiment has become a durable, large and beloved youth program 
in Boston and nearby Lawrence. The small stone that I, and a handful of others, 
tossed into still waters two decades ago has brought about waves of hope and 
opportunity in Boston and across the country for thousands of people. Partnerships 
have been forged with world-class educational institutions like Harvard, Brooks 
School, Phillips Academy and Northeastern, upon whose campus sits our 
permanent home. 

 SQUASHBUSTERS   |   CELEBRATING 20 YEARS   |   1



“ SquashBusters has taught me that persistence is the key 

to success. The easy thing to do is to try something once 

and say ‘it’s just not my forte’. It takes character to keep 

trying after multiple failures. We try to instill this in our 

students every day; whether they struggle with a squash 

drill, an academic subject, or in their personal lives. We 

show them they can become better at anything when 

they stick with it.”

audrey guerrero
SQB Class of 2009 
Academic Program Manager, SQB Lawrence

Hard Work
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Our students know they are going 
to be tested when they come to 
SquashBusters. They understand that 
our expectations are high, and that while 
they will be embraced in support, their 
on-court outcomes will be their own, 
achieved only with hard work. Squash 
improvement happens slowly and it 
often takes a long time for students to 
see their progress. Through warm-ups, 
drills, and hard core conditioning and 
fitness, students sweat and persevere.  
Every day, they experience small wins 
and confront additional challenges.  
They show patience and courage.  
They are more tortoise than hare.

S Q U A S H  A N D  F I T N E S S
For SquashBusters students, the sport of squash is not only a vehicle for a healthy life.  
Practicing hard day in and day out and meeting the wonderful people who play squash opens  
doors, provides opportunities, and serves as a gateway to great colleges and excellent employment. 
Squash allows our students access to a network of people, places, and resources they may not 
otherwise have.

•  3-5 days of practice per week, 33 weeks during the school year, for 6-7 consecutive years  
of a student’s life

•  Ongoing fitness assessments to track improvements in speed, agility, endurance, and 
coordination — skills they practice each day

•  Dozens of competitive squash matches and tournaments against private schools such as 
Beaver Country Day School, Brooks School, Groton, and Noble & Greenough, as well as 
other urban squash teams from across the country

• 250 hours of optional squash before and after regular practice

•  15 optional off-site squash opportunities including intensive training squads and urban 
squash camps at Deerfield Academy, MIT, Stanford, and the University Club of Boston
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Hard Work
Determination    Resilience    Grit



Kaetu embodies the spirit of the SquashBusters program 
through his hard work, leadership, respect, and concern 
for others. Kaetu works tirelessly on his squash game, 
attending every squash practice and showing up 1½ 
hours early for Saturday morning practices to get extra 
time on court. Off court, Kaetu earns straight A’s, working 
diligently in academics and offering help to his peers. 
Kaetu’s exemplary work ethic and leadership have not gone 
unnoticed: his teammates unanimously voted him captain 
of his 8th grade team and in 2015 he was selected as the 8th 
grade SquashBuster of the Year. Kaetu’s character was also 
recognized outside the walls of SquashBusters — he was 
honored with the 2015 NUSEA Future Stars Award, given to 
the most outstanding urban squash middle school student 
who consistently embodies the values of effort, respect, 
concern for others, integrity, character, and leadership.

A C A D E M I C S
Above all else, SquashBusters’ young people must live up to the “student” in  
“student athlete.” They work just as hard in the classroom as they do on the squash 
court. Each day, they team up with SquashBusters academic staff and volunteers 
to set goals, work diligently, and build strong study habits. They are encouraged and 
challenged to start with their most difficult assignments and tackle their greatest 
academic challenges head on. Academic enrichment pushes students beyond their 
everyday assignments and outside their comfort zones, with units focusing on public 
speaking, college-knowledge, career exploration, and resume writing.

•  2 hours of academic support and enrichment per day, 2-3 days per week,  
for 33 weeks during the school year

•  120+ hours of homework tutoring, academic enrichment, and college 
preparation per year for 6-7 years of a student’s life

• 250 hours of individual tutoring 

•  College visits for every student in every grade to schools such as Boston 
College, Cornell University, Kenyon College, Northeastern University, and 
Wesleyan University

• A college mentor for every SquashBusters senior

•  Independent School Entrance Exam (ISEE) prep and tutoring for all 8th graders

• SAT prep for all 11th graders

Kaetu Wleh
SQB class of 2019 
Boston Latin Academy
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C H A R A C T E R 
D E V E L O P M E N T  A N D 
C O M M U N I T Y  S E R V I C E
We believe that developing strong character is just as important as developing strong  
bodies and minds. SquashBusters students understand that the program is about more  
than just doing well for oneself; it’s also about giving to others, and throughout the year 
students exemplify this by completing community service projects where they contribute 
with kindness and generosity to helping others.  

•  A minimum of two community service projects per student per year, each year for  
6-7 years of a student’s life

•  Opportunities throughout the year to demonstrate leadership, build character, and 
represent SquashBusters as Student Ambassadors, John Hancock MLK Scholars, 
and Grand Circle Next Generation Leaders

•  Dozens of summer opportunities for our students to grow, achieve, travel, and try 
new things including squash squads, academic and recreational summer camps, 
and jobs and internships 

•  Social and emotional health and wellness workshops for 9th and 10th grade  
girls and boys

“ Mount Pleasant Home has been connected to SquashBusters 

for many years. We are elders in the City and they are 

energetic youth, who are bettering themselves through this 

organization. Sharing time and experiences with them keeps 

us young at heart and gives them an awareness of a part of 

their community which they may not otherwise have gotten 

to know. There is no better ‘win-win’ situation.” 

lynn muller
Activities Director,  
Mt. Pleasant Home Senior Center
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“The skill, discipline, and sportsmanship learned 

through squash in combination with the program’s 

commitment to academic excellence and service 

are transformational. Our partnership with 

SquashBusters helps the New Balance Foundation 

fulfill its mission of improving the health, well-

being, and self-esteem of young people through 

movement. New Balance believes kids who 

discover their movement spark will be active for a 

lifetime — we thank SquashBusters and its entire 

staff for introducing squash and all its benefits to 

boys and girls who would not have otherwise had 

the opportunity to play this great sport.”

molly santry
The New Balance Foundation



yuleissy ramirez
SQB Class of 2011 
Harvard University Class of 2015

“  The SquashBusters program and the game of 

squash shaped how I work, how I view other 

people, and how I present myself — all of 

these things have contributed to my success.”

Achievement and Success
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Success at SquashBusters can be achieved over time, 
like watching 100% of our 12th graders enroll in college 
and graduate four years later or welcoming alumni back to 
the family as staff members. It can also happen here in a 
matter of weeks — when a 7th grader gets her mediocre 
term 1 grades to honor roll in term 2 or when an 8th grader 
learns he has been accepted to his first high school choice. 
Success comes in many forms — a shy girl laughing and 
high-fiving her teammates, a group of middle schoolers 
summiting Mount Monadnock on their team trip, or 50 
high school students showing up at 7am to prepare Easter 
breakfast for the elderly. In every instance, SquashBusters’ 
success has to do with courageous transformation and 
remarkable achievement.

At just 26 years old, Monete Johnson has a sense of 
self and of purpose that many never attain in a lifetime. 
A member of SquashBusters’ graduating class of 2007, 
Monete earned her Bachelor’s degree from Trinity College 
and a Master’s in Public Policy from Rutgers University. 
Now living in New York City and working as a Research 
Associate for the Education Law Center, Monete wants 
to dedicate her work to serve at-risk urban student 
populations and be all the things for others that her 
coaches at SquashBusters were for her: caring, supportive, 
and able to motivate and push kids beyond what they 
think is possible. Monete reflects back on her time in the 
program and the ways that SquashBusters staff shaped the 
young woman she is today: “at SquashBusters, the staff 
pushes you beyond what you believe your limit is. It was 
as a student in the program that I grew up, realizing that 
resilience and hard work really do pay off.”

Monete Johnson
SQB Class of 2007 

Trinity College Class of 2011 
Rutgers University Class of 2014 

Achievement and Success
Desire    Striving    Triumph
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41
 STUDENTS participated in 11 squash camps and trips to places  
such as: Williams College, Deerfield Academy, MIT, Harvard University,  
the University Club of Boston, and Stanford University 

38
ALUMNI traveled to Harlem to compete in NUSEA’s 2015  
Alumni Nationals tournament

420
HOURS of available optional squash opportunities, including:

•   Optional squash hours at the SQB facility in Boston

•    Training with the Harvard varsity squash team and students from  
the Harvard Business School

•   Playing doubles at the University Club of Boston

•    Training with the Bates College squash team

120
STUDENTS made individual gains on their fitness assessments 
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2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5  S Q U A S H  
&  F I T N E S S  A C H I E V E M E N T S

“Given the tremendous impact SquashBusters has made in 

Lawrence in the short three years it’s been in the area, I can 

only imagine the great things it will accomplish ten years from 

now. It has been a privilege to don the SquashBusters t-shirt as 

a volunteer.”

robby schwartz
Phillips Academy Andover Class of 2015 and one of  
SquashBusters’ Phillips Academy Student Partners
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Notable  
2014-2015  
Team and  
Individual Results
•    SQB BU-13: NUSEA Regional Team Tournament Winners

•   SQB GU-19A: Third Place, Urban Team Nationals

•   SQB BU-15A: Fourth Place, Urban Team Nationals

•    Top individual finishes in NUSEA and regional squash competitions  
throughout the year

2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5  S Q U A S H  
&  F I T N E S S  A C H I E V E M E N T S 27  

COMPETITIVE MATCHES AND TOURNAMENTS 
against their peers in private schools and urban squash programs at courts across 
the country: Cross Courts Squash, Noble & Greenough School, Westminster 
School, Yale University, Williams and Amherst Colleges, and Kenyon College

15   
ALUMNI  
played in Massachusetts  
Squash League competitions

10  
STUDENTS  
ranked in the top 200 nationally

28
OF SQUASHBUSTERS’ STUDENTS moved on to play 
competitive squash in college at schools such as: Bates, Boston University, 
Bucknell, Colby, Connecticut College, Hamilton College, Harvard, Hobart, Smith, 
Trinity, Tufts, and Wesleyan

YEARS
LATER
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6
COLLEGE GRADUATES in 2015 from: Connecticut College, Harvard 
University, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Johnson and Wales University, 
Mass. College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, and Northeastern University

58
COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES and over $350,000 in grant and 
scholarship aid for our 10 seniors in SQB Boston’s Class of 2015, 100% of whom 
are enrolled in college

1,188
  TOTAL HOURS of SAT prep for SQB Boston’s 18 Juniors

100%
OF RISING SENIORS have a college mentor

25
OF BOSTON’S 25 9TH GRADERS attend the highest 
performing high schools in Boston

64
STUDENTS made honor roll in 2015

Notable Scholarships & Honors

•   Sam Lee: Northeastern University Valedictorian Scholarship

•   Querby Janvier: Simmons College Boston Scholarship

•   Armando Barragan: Phillips Memorial Scholarship

•   Ilma Golemi: Yawkey Scholarship

•   Yoskar Ortiz, SQB Lawrence: NUSEA Under 13 Academic Contest Winner

•    June Zhang, SQB Lawrence: earned a 5-week NUSEA scholarship to attend 
Exeter Academy’s summer school

•    Yaritza Amado, SQB Boston: earned a full $25,000 scholarship and was the  
first SQB student to attend The Mountain School, a highly-selective  
independent semester program

2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5  A C A D E M I C 
A C H I E V E M E N T S

YEARS
LATER

•   Bates College

•   Bentley University

•   Boston College

•   Boston University

•   Brown University

•   Bucknell University

•   Colby College

•   Harvard University

•    Johnson and Wales 
University

•    Mass. College of 
Liberal Arts

•    Northeastern 
University

•    Providence College

•   Purdue University

•   Simmons College

•   Smith College

•   Suffolk University

•   Trinity College

•   UMass Boston

•    The University of 
Pennsylvania

58
SQUASHBUSTERS STUDENTS 
are currently enrolled in college. Some of the 
colleges and universities our students have 
attended or are currently enrolled:



2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5 
C H A R A C T E R 
A C H I E V E M E N T S

92%
ATTENDANCE RATE

1,749
TOTAL COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS 
COMPLETED at places such as Cor Unum, Colonial Heights Nursing  
Home, The Food Project, Greater Boston Food Bank, and the Pine Street Inn

50
HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER PLACEMENTS in programs  
such as: Boston University Upward Bound, Grand Circle Foundation’s Next 
Generation Leaders, Summer Search, and NUSEA’s Urban Squash Citizenship Tour; 
and internships with Artists for Humanity, Brigham and Women’s Hospital,  
Dana Farber Cancer Institute, Citi Performing Arts Center, Fidelity Investments, 
Grub Street, and the Museum of Fine Arts

21
STUDENT AMBASSADORS spent over 25 hours in leadership 
trainings and representing SQB at cultural, community, and program events

2   
MLK SCHOLARS, continuing our partnership with John Hancock to  
provide summer leadership opportunities to our students

 SQUASHBUSTERS   |   CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF ACHIEVEMENT AND SUCCESS   |   11

8
ALUMNI have returned to SquashBusters  
as full-time staff members, 4 will be with  
us in 2015-2016

9
ALUMNI serve as Alumni Committee members, summer program staff,  
or program volunteers

SquashBusters alumni continue to serve the community through regular service 
projects such as the BARCC Walk for Change and AIDS Walk Boston. Dozens of 
our alumni are gainfully employed in full time positions with organizations such as 
Belmont Hill School, BJ’s Wholesale Club, Cambridge Police Department, Mass. 
General Hospital, MFS Investment Management, SquashBusters, State Street 
Corporation, Tiffany’s, and the University Club of Boston

YEARS
LATER



Opportunity

jennifer mbah
SQB Class of 2017 
with her mom, Monica Titakum

“Because of SquashBusters, I’ve had the opportunity to travel to 

new places and make friends from all over the country. Visiting new 

places and constantly meeting new people has helped me gain more 

confidence and do more things without worrying what other people 

think. I’m better equipped now to go after what I want in life.”
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SquashBusters takes young people to places they’ve 
never been and introduces them to people they would 
have never known. The destinations vary — Exeter 
Academy to study, Stanford University for squash, 
Tanzania for safari, a Jamaica Plain senior home for 
service. The people they meet along the way humble and 
inspire them — fellow squashers Ming Tsai and Deval 
Patrick, volunteers from Northeastern, Brooks School 
and Phillips Academy, Derby teammates, college and 
career mentors, and compatriots from other urban squash 
programs. One of the program’s largest goals is to build 
a wide bridge of opportunity for kids so they can access 
all that the world has to offer — equipped with the skills, 
awareness and enthusiasm they need to achieve anything 
they set their minds to.

Tara Reed-Smith (SQB Class of 2017) spent the summer 
interning with award-winning Chef Ming Tsai in his 
Wellesley Restaurant, Blue Ginger. Tara is chasing her 
passion for culinary arts and has flourished with the 
chance to shadow one of the best in the industry. Chef 
Tsai has been lending his time, talent, and support to 
SquashBusters year after year since its founding in 1996. 
Taking Tara under his culinary wing is just an example 
of his unwavering belief in the SquashBusters program 
and the importance of providing students like Tara with 
mentorship and the opportunity to pursue their dreams: 
“I’ve been so lucky in life — I’ve never had to worry about 
having what I needed.  But it’s not a level playing field; 
not everyone starts in the same spot.  SquashBusters tries 
to level that playing field by giving kids the best chance 
possible to succeed. SquashBusters kids still have to do 
the hard work, but they have the resources and support 
they need to get where they want to go.”

Tara & Ming
Baking at Blue Ginger
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Opportunity
Hope    Belief    Possibility



“SquashBusters helped me get into a good high school with a 

higher graduation rate than other schools. Now, I have a better 

chance of getting into a good college. I want to go to MIT.”

dilon dawkins
SQB Boston, 9th grade 

“The partnership between the Timilty and SquashBusters 

provides opportunities for our students that they may not have 

had otherwise. Academic performance is strengthened through 

small group support and interventions, along with a focus 

on being fit for life. Our SquashBusters students are leaders 

in the school who set the bar high for their peers in terms of 

academics and citizenship. The entire Timilty community has 

been enriched by the partnership for the past 20 years and it  

has worked to develop stellar scholar athletes.”

renee mccall
Principal, the James P. Timilty Middle School 

“SquashBusters creates opportunities for students by allowing 

us to travel the country and the world, see new places, and 

meet new people, then bring those experiences back to better 

our communities”

ravi rao
SQB Boston, 11th grade

“I’m the first one in my family to go to college.  

Without the support and preparation I got at  

SquashBusters, I wouldn’t have been as ready or as  

confident as I was when I stepped onto the MCLA  

campus for the first time as a student.”

yami urena
SQB Boston class of 2014, MCLA class of 2018

“I can’t wait to see how our partnership can continue  

to grow and impact urban youth in a powerfully strong  

way — giving them hope and opportunity for potential  

success as contributing young adults & citizens”

gert sweeney
Director of Instruction at The Joseph Lee School 

“I have had the opportunity to visit places I’ve never been  

and have experiences I will never forget.”

joyce zhang
SQB Lawrence 10th grade
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Love
deanllelo, anthony, yoskar
SQB Lawrence, Class of 2020

“When one of our friends is playing in a tournament 

or match, we cheer on each other. When someone 

needs help, we help each other. We know we can 

trust each other.”
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Surrounding young people with adults who care 
about them is paramount to all that SquashBusters 
does. Our students often tell us they feel ‘loved’ 
and that SquashBusters shines bright in their lives 
as a second family. It is upon this very powerful, 
positive and long-lasting foundation that our young 
people build their resolve, express their fears and 
pursue their dreams.

Whether it be the strong bonds students build with 
each other on team trips, the admiration they show 
during closing circle, or staff members’ attendance 
at every high school graduation, love and human 
connection are at the center of SquashBusters. 

Darryl Soto and Rodney Galvao have known each other since the 
sixth grade, when they both joined SquashBusters. The first year 
with the program was a whirlwind. Learning a new sport, meeting 
new people and traveling to new places was so all-consuming, 
they didn’t realize that some of the people they were meeting at 
SquashBusters would be their friends for life. After seven years in 
the program, Darryl and Rodney graduated from high school and 
headed off to Colby and Bates to study and play squash. To this 
day, they argue about which school is better, but they agree on 
one thing: SquashBusters was the best thing that ever happened 
to each of them and they might have chosen different paths if not 
for the program. Close friends all the way through college, both 
have found their way back to SquashBusters as staff members to 
give back and help kids better their futures. They look forward to 
some healthy competition between their students this season and 
debate over whose team will be better at squash; but in their own 
words, one thing is certain: “the incoming students have no idea 
what strong friendships they are about to make and the impact 
this program will have on their lives”.

Darryl & Rodney  
Former SQB students, back to the program  

as staff members
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Love
Connection    Friendship    Joy

“SquashBusters is not only 

about the sport. We are a 

family of hundreds that will 

continue to grow.”

solangie tavarez
SQB Lawrence, 9th grade



“I come here often and I consider it to be my second home. 

Everybody cares, everybody gives, everybody loves, so you can’t 

help but do the same. That’s what builds this community.”

yaritza amado
SQB Boston, 12th grade

“I come to SquashBusters because it’s a place I can escape to, 

and every time I come here I feel like I’m at home.”

george montero
SQB Boston, 11th grade

“When I come to SquashBusters, I’m always greeted with a 

warm welcome and a smile. Coming here is a stress reliever — 

the staff always supports and encourages me.”

brenda hernandez
SQB Boston, 11th grade
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“Some of my best friends today are ones I met in 6th grade 

when I started SquashBusters.”

yami urena
SQB Boston class of 2014, MCLA class of 2018

“At SquashBusters, we are a family and we support each  

other through good and bad.”

ashantey garcia
SQB Lawrence, 8th grade

“When I think about SquashBusters I think about family,  

love, and joyful moments.”

sarai hernandez
SQB Lawrence, 7th grade



rob manning
CEO, MFS Investment Management 
SquashBusters supporter since 2001

“No one in life accomplishes anything significant 

without the help of others.”

Gratitude
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SquashBusters wishes to say thank you. From the day 
SquashBusters was conceived 20 years ago, there have been 
people ready and willing to say ‘yes’ with their time, their 
contributions, their knowledge, their networks and their love. 
There also have been students, siblings, mothers and fathers, 
grandmothers and grandfathers, school teachers and community 
members who have opened their arms and their hearts to the 
program. It is this collective generosity, trust, openness and 
conviction that gave birth to SquashBusters two decades ago and 
that have nurtured and nourished the program ever since.

Through all of SquashBusters’ growth and change 
over the past 20 years, Alec Wysoker has been a 
constant — volunteering with the program weekly 
since its first season in 1996 and with no plans to 
stop. Prior to SquashBusters’ founding, Alec took 
squash lessons from Greg Zaff, who talked about his 
idea of starting an urban squash program. When the 
dream became a reality, Greg asked Alec to sign on 
as a squash volunteer, and the rest is history! Over 
his two decades of service, Alec has been on the court 
with kids over 750 times. When he reflects back on 
the hundreds of kids he’s coached over the years, he 
describes the joy he finds in watching kids grow as 
squash players and as people from middle school all 
the way to when they return to visit the program as 
alumni: “What’s most rewarding is seeing kids come 
back as alumni. They have turned into confident, 
warm, friendly adults on an upward trajectory toward 
success,” he says.  
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Alec Wysoker 
20-year volunteer

Gratitude
Kindness    Empathy    Generosity

“I have been a huge fan of SquashBusters for a long time. There is 

something very special about the combination of sports and learning 

that makes a big difference in the lives of these young people, and  

I am particularly proud that Northeastern is SquashBusters’ home  

in Boston. We are delighted to have them on our campus.”

michael dukakis
Distinguished Professor of  
Political Science at Northeastern  
University, and Former Massachusetts  
Governor (1975-1979, 1983-1991)
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The SquashBusters program simply wouldn’t be possible 
without the individuals, foundations, and corporations 
that so generously support our kids, and events like the 
Fall Ball, MashUp, and MFS SquashBusters Derby that 
raise critical funds and awareness for our program in 
both Boston and Lawrence. Anchored by a record-setting 
MFS SquashBusters Derby that raised nearly $1.1M, we 
raised $2M in 2014-2015. On the expense side, we spent 
$1.8M, due in large part to the expansion of our program 
in Lawrence as well as our growing network of alumni. 
We look forward to continuing our program growth in 
Lawrence, expanding to Providence, and realizing our 
strategic plan to build facility partnerships in both cities 
that will allow SquashBusters to serve thousands more 
urban youth in the decades to come.

2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5  R E V E N U E
7%

12%

24%

57%

■ Events    ■ Board    ■ Individual    ■ Foundations/Corporations
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 Greg Zaff 
 SquashBusters

 John Blasberg  
 Chairman of the Board 
 Bain & Company

 Errin Siagel 
 Treasurer & Chair,  
 Finance Committee  
 Citizens Bank

 David Drubner 
 Co-Chair, Derby Committee 
 The Baupost Group

 Amrit Kanwal 
 Chair, Nominating Committee 
 MFS Investment Management

 Teresa Koster 
 Chair, Scholarship and  
 Alumni Committee 
 Gallagher Koster

 Thomas Poor 
 Chair, Investment Committee

 Albert Tierney, III 
 Chair, Strategic  
 Expansion Committee 
 McCall & Almy

 George Bell 
 General Catalyst Partners

 Leonard Bernheimer

 Meg Campbell 
 Codman Academy

 Juma Crawford 
 Lewis Family Foundation

 Matt Haldeman 
 McGraw Hill Education

 Jonathan Hyett 
 Morgan Stanley

 Jon Karlen 
 Accomplice

 Nancy Loucks 
 Yale University

 Will Muggia 
 Westfield Capital  
 Management

 Don Mykrantz 
 The Jeffrey Company

 Jose Rivera 
 Wayfair

F Y 1 5  B O A R D  O F 
D I R E C T O R S

L AW R E N C E  
L E A D E R S H I P 
C O U N C I L

 Doug Burbank

 Ross Elkin

 Tom Hodgson

 Bruce Landay

 John Manning

 Bill Paine

 Belisario Rosas 

 Ram Sudireddy

 Bill Wall

 Henry White

A D V I S O RY  
C O U N C I L

 Chessin Gertler

 Charlie Humber

 Patrick Malloy

 Jane Mancini

 Rosemary McElroy

Y O U N G  
L E A D E R S H I P  
C O M M I T T E E

 Andrew D’Ignazio, Chair

 David Funk

 Dan Hsu

 Nick Keches

 Matt Marchisotto

 Ashley Mitchell

 John Nimmo

 Alli Rubin

 Krissy Rubin

 Corey Schafer

 Steve Wetherill



Our partners generously provide daily, year-round access 
to squash and educational facilities as well as volunteers 
and students to fill the program.

N AT I O N A L  U R B A N  S Q U A S H  
A N D  E D U C AT I O N  A S S O C I AT I O N  ( N U S E A )

  NUSEA provides invaluable opportunities for our staff and students 
alike. From regional and national tournaments and summer camps 
for our kids and professional development for our staff, NUSEA helps 
SquashBusters provide students with the best programming possible.

FA C I L I T Y  PA RT N E R S

 • Northeastern University
 • Brooks School
 • Phillips Academy Andover

E Q U I P M E N T  A N D  
C L O T H I N G  PA RT N E R S  

 • Black Knight    •   New Balance

F Y 1 5  P A R T N E R S V O L U N T E E R S
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Providing students with hundreds of hours on court  
and in the classroom simply wouldn’t be possible 
without the countless volunteers who give their time 
and love to SquashBusters students every day. We are 
so grateful to all of our volunteer squash coaches and 
mentors, academic tutors, college mentors, Derby and 
MashUp players and to those that give their time and 
knowledge to speak to our students about their careers 
and experience.

LAWRENCE PARTNER SCHOOLS  

 • Arlington Middle School
 • Emily Wetherbee Middle School
 • Lawrence High School

PA S T  B O S T O N  S I T E S  

 • The Harvard Club of Boston
 • Harvard University
 • University Club of Boston
 • YMCA of Boston

B O S T O N  PA RT N E R  S C H O O L S  

 • Timilty Middle School
 • Rogers Middle School
 • John D. O’Bryant School of Math and Science
 • Public, charter, Catholic, and exam  
  schools from across the city
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$ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  
A N D  A B O V E

MFS® Investment Management 

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 9 9 , 9 9 9

Amelia Peabody Foundation
The Baupost Group
Cummings Foundation 
Steve & Sue Mandel
New Balance Foundation
Rose-Marie & Eijk van Otterloo 

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0  -  $ 4 9 , 9 9 9

George & Carrie Bell
John & Jeanne Blasberg
Gerald & Sandra Fineberg
Julia & Seymour Gross Foundation –   
 Gertler Family
The Haldeman Family
Charles Hayden Foundation
Lewis Family Foundation
Robert & Donna Manning
David McGrath/Highland Street  
 Foundation
Frank Reed & Margaret Jane Peters  
 Memorial Fund I
State Street Corporation
Steward Health Care System
Westfield Capital Management
Yawkey Foundations

$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  -  $ 2 4 , 9 9 9

Anonymous (3)
David Antonelli
Tom & Lisa Blumenthal
Leo Boyle
Charles River Realty Investors &  
 National Development
Clough Capital Partners
Tench & Simone Coxe
Digger & Susan Donahue
David Drubner
Paul & Sandra Edgerley
General Catalyst Partners
Gorgi Family

The Estate of Thomas E. Hickey
Ralph James
Amrit & Sarah Kanwal 
Jon & Francie Karlen
John S. & James L. Knight Foundation
Curt Kohlberg & Allegra Manacher
Teresa Koster
Ed Krapels 
Liberty Mutual Foundation
Nancy & Michael Loucks
Lovett-Woodsum Foundation
Edward H. Mank Foundation
Beverly Marram
McCall & Almy
Bill McCall
Mike & Rosemary McElroy
Don & Susan Mykrantz
Bill & Margaret Paine
Peter Palandjian
Michael & Kathie Pierce
Brian & Aileen Roberts
The Rogers Family Foundation
The Saint Paul Foundation -  
 The Esselen Family Fund
Sapient Global Markets
Abbot & Dorothy Stevens Foundation
ThermoFisher Scientific
Sandy & Cathy Tierney
US Squash
Marc & Robin Wolpow

$ 5 , 0 0 0  -  $ 9 , 9 9 9

Bill & Ali Achtmeyer
Mark & Carolyn Ain
Joseph Bae
Dan Bishop
John & Lynn Bogle
David Booth & Jane Garnett
Mark & Maribeth Brostowski
Cardio High
John & Stephanie Connaughton
David Crane & Holly Laurent
Mark Ehrman
Ernst & Young
Essex County Community Foundation
Esther B. Khan Charitable Foundation
Jamie & Katie Fagan
Michael Field
Folger Hill Asset Management
Chris Fox & Ellen Remmer

Friends and Family of Robert Malloy
Andy Goldfarb & Stephanie Harvey
Peter & Wendy Gordon
Geralyn & Rob Gray
Josh Greenhill
John Hailer
David Hall
Amy & Robert Harkins
Zach Harvey
Jonathan & Monica Hyett
Tucker & Kristen Jones
Sven & Laurie Karlen
Jonathan & Meg Kelly
Geordie & Lisa Lemmon
Shay Lynch
Joshua Marston
John McDowell
Natixis Global Asset Management 
The Nichols Foundation
Stephen & Anne Peacher
Tom Poor
Stephen Quigley
Chip & Susan Robie
Wayne & Linda Saker
Ned & Emily Sherwood Family  
 Foundation
STAG Industrial
Stellar Family Charitable Fund
Ram Sudireddy
Sun Life Financial
Andrew Tappe
Benjamin Thorndike
Thomas Thornhill
Ming & Polly Tsai
Wellington Management

$ 2 , 5 0 0  -  $ 4 , 9 9 9

Anonymous
Architectural Resources Cambridge
Louis Bailey & Antoinette Russell
George & Mimi Bennett
Leonard & Lyn Bernheimer
Mark Burns
Butters Brazilian, LLP
Christopher Callahan
John & Pat Chory
John Fowler
Ken & Kathy Froot
Bijoo & Shailini George

Lawrence Greenberg
The Allen Hilles Fund
Doug & Kathy Hodges
Charlie Humber
Intuit Foundation
John Hancock Financial Services
JP Morgan Securities
Charles & Seryl Kushner
Bruce Landay
Christopher & Elizabeth Madison
Charles Mallory
Patrick & Ellie Malloy
Rita Malloy
Tristin & Marty Mannion
Oliver McMillan
Stephen Mead
Paul Moses & Barbara Lubash
Charles & Hilary Parkhurst
Leo Jr. & Eve Pierce
Sam Plimpton
Belisario Rosas
Bry Roskoz
Rick Saas
Sand Dollar Foundation
Strother Scott, Jr.
Errin Siagel
Lee & Judith Spelke
Shawne & Jon Spelke
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC
UBS

$ 1 , 0 0 0  -  $ 2 , 4 9 9

Anonymous
Nichole & Rich Aldrich
Anchor Capital Advisors
Bain Capital Children’s Charity
Jennifer Baldock
Judy Banker & Perry Mehrling
Paul Bardaro
Daniel Baril
Kevin Beatty
The Boston Park Plaza Hotel & Towers
Jay & Liz Bride
Jesse Brown
Robert & Christina Brownell
Bill Buker
Lyman Bullard
Thomas Butters
James & Karen Canfield

Randall Carpenter
Susan Chapro
Citizens Bank 
William Combs
Commodore Builders
Nicole Conaton
Miles Coon
Gorham & Joan Cross
Gene & Gay Crowley
George Delaney
Gilles Demeulenaere
Walter Donovan
Michael Douvadjian
Eaton Vance Management
Michael & Margaret Elizando
Ross & Jenn Elkin
Laura & John Fisher
David Florence
Victoria Foley
Calvin Frese, Jr.
William & Jennifer Fulton
Chris Gaffney
Steven & Andrea Gardos
David Glancy
Ben Goldhirsh
Emily Goodfellow
Christopher Grant
Jeff Harper
Chris Hesterberg
Arthur J Hurley III
Thomas Israel
Douglas & Martha Jacobs
Syed & Brynn Jaffry
Greg & Leslie Jannetta
Edward & Holly Jenkins
Dave & Suzi Johnson
John Kane
Bill & Annette Kaplan
William Keravuori
Erik & Robin Kirby
Gerry Kirschner
Barry & Laura Korobkin
Lucas Lavin
Lawrence General Hospital
Elizabeth Lawrence
Alan Lewis
Loomis, Sayles & Co.
Donald & Vivian Lubin
Emily Lubin Woods
Mahmood Malihi
Kevin Maroni
Alex & Melissa Marx
Timothy & Elizabeth Mayhew
David Maxwell
McAfee 
Kevin & Elizabeth McClintock
David McGuire
Chris & Nancy McNeill
James & Lisa Mooney

Paula Muto-Gordon & Jonathan Gordon
Andy & Dawn Neher
Tim & Molly Neher
Jeff Nelsen
Ofer & Shelly Nemirovsky
David Newton
Tim & Deborah Nicholson
John & Kate Nimick
Noble & Greenough School
Brendan O’Neil
Bruno Pakey
Ritankar Pal
John Palfrey
Hope Pascucci
Suryakant Patel
Caroll Pierce
William Poorvu
Barbara Raho
Dan Reagan
Audrey & Steven Reny
Charles & Patty Ribakoff
Thomas Roberts
Jeff Rodman
Robert Rosenberg
Eric & Barbara Sheffels
Kirk Sigel
Bill & Cindy Simon
Single Step Foundation
Martin & Davida Stocklan
Jeff Struzenski
Scott Sullivan
Joseph Swan
Russell Swapp
Leonora Thomas
John Troy
Lee & Maureen Twomey
Billy & Tracy Ullman
Tom and Suneeta Varkey
Gita Iyer & Vijay Vishwanath
David Wall
Chuck & Shari Warshaver
Paul & Harriet Weissman
Peter Weissman
Henry & Cary White
Chandler Willett
Theodore Winston
Frederic Wittmann
Stephen Wolfe
Leigh & George Wood
Charles & Heather Woodworth
Lenard Zide & Susan MacDougall
Jonathan Zorn

SquashBusters is grateful for the following donors who generously 
contributed to the program between September 1, 2014 and  
August 31, 2015:
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$ 5 0 0  -  $ 9 9 9

Foster & Ginger Aborn
Scott & Kate Anderson
Bill Andruss
Neal & Louisa Attenborough
Nicholas Azrack
Eric & Sarah Bacon
Solomon Barket
Thomas Barocci
Cheryl & Michel Bayard
Laura & Scott Beebe
Chris Beuscher
Evelyn Bishop
Amy Branch
Jack & Trish Brennan
Nancy Brown
William & Mary Buckley
John Burstein
James Calmas
John Catto
Jessie Chai
Elizabeth Chioffi
Greg & Susan Collins
Patrick Crosetto
Kristen Deveau
Robert Dickey
Timothy Diggins
Joe & Diana Dowling
Bill & Mittie Doyle
Stéphane Dumas
Michael Edwards
Pauline Elkin
Jeff Fagnan
John Fallon
Jeanne Fitzgibbon
John Fulham, III
Keith Gelb
Kate & Tom Gilbane
Robert Gilberg
Byron Grant
Katherine & David Greenberg
Karen & Doug Grip
Eric Grossman
David Hamlin
Robert & Lisa Harrington
Michael Hazard
James & Doris Hearty
Heriberto Heredia
Thomas & Susan Hodgson
Deming Holleran
Ty Howe
Robin & David Jaye
David & Hope Jeffrey
An-Louise Johnson & Andrew Slater
Edward Johnson
Chris Kane

Kara Kardon
Mike Keating
George Kellner
Ralph Kusinitz
John & Marissa Lazor
Gregory Lee
Curt Lefebvre
Bob & Mary Lentz
Doug Lifford
Joe & Beth Lis
Kate Lubin
Richard & Nancy Lubin
Christopher & Virginia Lynch
Tom MacKinnon
Maine Maritime Products
John Manning
Brian McCormick
Scott Mead
Ryan Moore
William & Delia Nau
David Nelson
Derrick Niederman
Leonard Owens
Paula & Palmer Page
Phase 2 Medical Manufacturing, Inc.
Scott & Alena Poirier
Ram Das Rao & Maria Rodrigues
Douglas Robie
Richard Robie
Armins Rusis
David Ryan
Mark & Ann Ryles
Rich & Terri Schafer
Strother Scott, Sr.
Richard Segal
John Simon
Chris & Caitlin Smith
John Smith
David Smoyer
Jeff & Jill Stanley
Timothy Stanton
Sam Stevens
Donald Thorn
Gerald Tulis
Nabil Uddin
Nancy Ullman
William Villari
Michael Vogelzang
Anders Wahlstedt
Linda Watts
Stephanie Weissman
Ben Willwerth
Susan Wilson
William Winterer
Anthony & Bertie Woeltz
Gary Yale

$ 2 5 0  -  $ 4 9 9

Stephen Anastos
Paul & Wendy Ansdell
B.R. Alexander & Co. Inc.
Richard Ballou
Mark Baranski
Anthony Bardaro
Bob Bennett
Brent Berc
Dwayne & Sylvia Bertrand
Shirley Bishop
Amy & Benjamin Bloomstone
Paisley Boney
Michael Boudett
Eliza Bower
Robby Brandano
Colin Brenan
Hans Brenninkmeyer
David Bresnahan
Marjorie Bride
Brooks School
John Bucci
Doug Burbank
Benjamin Butcher
Jane Buyers
Ric Calvillo
James Cassella
Meaghan Chapman
Cindy Chen
Frederick Chicos
Thomas Chilton
Eric Christofferson
Anmarie Ciccolo
Ben Clements
Gregg Clickstein
James & Mariah Collins
Michael & Jill Cotter
Andy Das
Malcolm Davidson
Molly Davidson
Jon & Kim Davis
Lynn Dayton
Thomas DeSimone
Grant Dewey
Donn Dolce
Brian Driscoll
Stephen Dubois
Joseph Duffey
Madeline Dufour
Robert Eather
David Ellen
Jeff Estella
Charles Evangelakos
Michael Even
John Fairbanks
Carlos Ferrer

Jodie & Andrew Fink
Robert & Ellen Fireman
Henry Fischer
Courtney & Michael Forrester
Jason Foster
Jeremy Fraiberg
Martin Freed
Mark Froot
John & Cara Fry
Russell Gaudreau
Matt Gibbs
Alan Goldberg
Mark Gottesman
Gardner Gould
Glynis Gozigian & Kirkham Wood 
Steve Graham
Julie Gray
Albert & Jessica Grosman
Shezad Habib
Chester Hall
Mike Halpert
William Hannum
Gail Harrity
Michael Harrity
Barbara Hawkins
Tom Healey
Joseph Hegenbart
Katie Hendricks
Shawn Herlihy
Kathryn Herold
Mark Hodges
Matthew & Gail Hoffman
William Holding
Robert Horn, Jr.
Josh Howland
Rossie & Randy Hutcheson
Anthony & Sally Jannetta
Thomas Jennings
Krishan Jhalani
Meredith Johnson & Al Lavoie
Kevin Kearns
Scott Kennedy
Whitney Kerr Jr.
Steve Kim
Joseph King
Brian Kopperl
The Kraematon Group
Neal Ladkawala
Janice Lane
Stephen Langlois & Sally Marrer
Andrew Lawrence
Cynthia Lawry
Russell Leblang
Michael Lee
Brian Leetch
Andreana Lemmon
Robert Loring

Gregory Lucas
Douglas Macauley
Michael MacDonald
Kevin & Sharon MacKenzie
Brian MacKey
Salvatore Malafronte
Claire Mann
Tom Martinson
Jackson Marvel
Andrew Matuch
James McAndrews
Caroline & Slade McLaughlin
Robert McNeill
Christina Merrill
Eliot Merrill
Mark Miller
John Morefield
Rich Murphy
John Nelson
Connie Newberry
Wally Nichols
Chip Nimick
David & Susie Novick
Pete Oberle
Scott Oran
Nadeem Osman
Over the Rainbow Foundation
Jean-Pierre & Paul Pakey
Victor Paci
Meghan Palmer
Chandrakant Patel
Samir & Arti Patel
Roger & Song Pennington
Jill & Tony Pietrini
Gerald Polcari
Bill Power
David Powers
Nicholas & Christina Raho
Paul & Wendy Rapisarda
Peter Renner
William Rice
Pepper Riley
Aidan Riordan
Robert Robben
Daniel Roberts
Daniel & Jackie Rosenthal
Benjamin Rubenstein
Robert Rubino
Ernest Santin
Francis Scanlan
David Schenkein
Christine Schuster
Sara & Robert Schwartz
Suzy Schwartz
Kaitlin Sennatt
Ed Serues
Victoria Serues 

Brent Shay
Michael Simons
Sherwood & Mary Small
Philip Smith
Kirk Steen
Joanna Stimpson
Nancy Stuart
William Sullivan
Thomas Swan
Paul Tedeschi
Ralph Tedeschi
Cece Teitler
Jeffrey Teschke
Ben Thompson
Philip Tierney
Bruce & Joan Tronic
Luke Tsokanis
Roger Tung
Eugene & Carole Tyrrell
Cynthia van Eck
Lisa Wagenheim
Rick Wahlstedt
Ian Walker
John & Elizabeth Waters
Bruce Watts
Robert Wax
Steven Weinstein
Michael Weissman
Mack Wells III
Mack Wells, Jr.
Pendleton & Julia White
Beebe Wiegand
Ned Williams
Alex Winston
David Winston
Frank Wuest
Tshering Yangden
Greg Zaff & Sonja Cantú
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