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INTERIORS

Curtaincraft Ltd . Freshfield Lane . Danehill  . RH17 7HE

01825 790766 . www.curtaincraft.co.uk

• Bespoke soft furnishings
• Blinds and shutters
• Huge choice of designer fabrics
• Tracks, poles and fitting

Visit our website or 
call us and mention 

this advert for a  
free estimate

Please note – we are open by appointment only



CONSTRUCTION



GARAGE

Nutley Motor Services Ltd
For All Your

Vehicle Requirements
Est.1986

01825 712382
www.nutleymotorservices.com
info@nutleymotorservices.com



MECHANIC AND GROUNDWORK

Compact tractor & equipment for smaller areas                                                                                

TREVOR GREGORYTREVOR GREGORYTREVOR GREGORY   

 

 Hedgecutting 
 

            Fencing                 

     Rolling 
 

          Harrowing  
 

Topping Groundworks &  
Paddock Management 

Landscaping 
 

    Footings 
 

                      Drainage 
 

     Driveways 
 

Ponds 
 

 

01825 790517               07711 102521 



GARDEN, FENCING & TREE SURGERY

Trojan Fencing Ltd
Trojan Fencing Ltd 

 

Fencing, Repairs & 

Replacements 

♦ 

All Aspects of Tree Surgery 

♦ 

Hedge & Grass Cutting 

♦ 

Stump Grinding 

 

trojanfencing@gmail.com 

01825 740385 

07738 627246 
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Trojan Fencing Ltd 
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All Aspects of Tree Surgery 
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Hedge & Grass Cutting 
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Stump Grinding 

 

trojanfencing@gmail.com 

01825 740385 

07738 627246 

Fencing, Repairs & Replacements

All Aspects of Tree Surgery

Hedge & Grass Cutting

Stump Grinding

trojanfencing@gmail.com
01825 740385       07738 627246

JL Tree Surgery and Firewood

Tree surgery
Hedgecutting

Woodland Management

local high quality
firewood

07835407087 / 01825 890240
jljal288@gmail.com

        @jltreesnfirewood

 
For All Your Gardening Needs 

 

www.timwestgardens.com 
07746082877  
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CONSTRUCTION, TREE SERVICES & GARDEN MACHINERY

Tree Surgery | Hedge Maintenance
Stump Grinding | Fire Wood

Domestic and Commercial Work
Woodland Management  
Building Site Clearance

Insured £10m | Free Quotation

Charlie Layfield
Office: 01825 724655
Mobile: 07888 838423

www.treewise.co.uk

C97 M0 Y97 K38

Pantone 365CV

Hex 006633

C0 M21 Y70 K0

Tree Services Ltd

Tree Services Ltd

Tree Services Ltd

Vetted & Monitored by

74x105 Treewise Ad.indd   1 9/3/10   09:29:09

Tel: 01825 714526    Email: mjpadhamltd@gmail.com

 Based in Piltdown 
Bespoke Carpentry and Joinery
Extensions & Refurbishments
Kitchens designed and fitted
Made to measure furniture

Fully Insured
Member of the Federation of Master BuildersMember of the Federation of Master Builders

Tel: 01825 714526    Email: mjpadhamltd@gmail.com

 Based in Piltdown 
Bespoke Carpentry and Joinery
Extensions & Refurbishments
Kitchens designed and fitted
Made to measure furniture

Fully Insured
Member of the Federation of Master BuildersMember of the Federation of Master Builders

Tel: 01825 714526    Email: mjpadhamltd@gmail.com

 Based in Piltdown 
Bespoke Carpentry and Joinery
Extensions & Refurbishments
Kitchens designed and fitted
Made to measure furniture

Fully Insured
Member of the Federation of Master BuildersMember of the Federation of Master Builders

Tel: 01825 714526
Email: mjpadhamltd@gmail.com

Estate & Garden  
Machinery

Sales Workshop Spares 
Mowers • Lawn Tractors • Hedge Trimmers 
Strimmers • Chainsaws • Shredders • Blowers 
Cultivators • Leaf Vacuums • Safety Clothing

sales@ppestates.co.uk  www.ppestates.co.uk

Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:30pm 
  Sat 10:00am - 4:00pm

Call:  01825 769100 
Bell Lane, Bellbrook Industrial Estate,  
Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 1QL 



TRADESMEN

P. Moult & Associates
Painters & Decorators

FREE ESTIMATES
O.A.P. DISCOUNTS

ALL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR  
WORK UNDERTAKEN

TEL.No:  01825 714738
MOBILE No:  07884 342137

paulmoult@37gmail.com

Ash, Beech, Birch, Hornbeam

Free Delivery

please call

Jamie Russell

M: 07977 630711

T: 01323 842568

HARDWOOD 
LOGS

Odintune Cottage
East Chiltington Lewes
 East Sussex BN7 3AN 



PLUMBING AND HEATING

• Boiler Installations – Gas, Oil, LPG    • Full Central Heating Systems
• Hot Water Cylinder Replacements – Vented, Unvented

• Under Floor Heating    • Bathroom Installation & Design
• Boiler Breakdowns    • Chemical Power Flushing    • Boiler Servicing

• Landlord Gas Safety Checks
• Plumbing Works – Radiators, Radiator Valves, Leaking taps/Replacement

All of our work is carried out to a high standard and is installed by qualified 
registered Gas Safe Engineers.

Friendly advice on any of your requirements and free quotations.

Contact: 01825 840961
Email: stephenwoodleyheating@yahoo.com

www.stephen-woodley-heating-plumbing.co.uk

01825 731 900  info@villageheatingcompany.co.uk
www.villageheatingcompany.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL
BOILER & 
HEATING 
SPECIALISTS

Now offering  
Heat Pump  
Installations



PLUMBERS

• Heating and Plumbing

• Oil Heating Systems and Tanks

• Installation, Repair & Maintenance

• All Boiler Types & Heating Systems

• Renewable Energy & Solar

The only call you ever 
need to make for:

01825 891720

Your Local Family Run Business, serving 
our community for over 35 years.

EXPERT & RELIABLE

For a FREE 
quote call:

paynes-heating.co.uk | sales@paynes-heating.co.uk
Oak Tree Barn, Blackboys East Sussex TN22 5JL



WASTE MANAGEMENT, ELECTRICIAN & PROPERTY MAINTENACE

 

 

 

 

 
Garden and Property Maintenance 

 

Friendly Reliable Local Service 

No Job Too Small 

 

Call Mick on 07312 528886 

michayes@hotmail.com 



HOME SECURITY, LOCKSMITH & CLEANING

No Callout 
Charge
24hr Callout

Rapid Response • Police checked
Free Estimates • No VAT • OAP Discount
Locks Changed & Upgraded (To BS3621)

uPVC Specialist • Window locks • Garage locks
Lock outs, Break ins, all makes of locks.

Have you just moved? Who else has a set of keys?
For peace of mind do you need your locks changed?

Do you locks comply with your home insurance?

www.lucylocksmith.co.uk  lucy@lucylocksmith.co.uk

	   	  

Wizard Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Wizard have been serving you locally for the last 22 
years.
We offer professional cleaning for carpets, upholstery 
and curtains,
hard surface cleaning including waxing and sealing
wood floors, stripping, cleaning and sealing stone floors.
We use industrial strength machinery and materials to 
steam clean.
We also offer a moth and flea de-infestation service and 
stain guarding.

For a professional service at a low cost, please call Mel 
on 07786 437924 or 01825 723685

	  

www.popsecurity.co.uk

INTRUDER ALARMS | ACCESS CONTROL | CCTV 

info@popsecurity.co.uk

www.popsecurity.co.uk
lucylocksmithl@gmail.com

www.popsecurity.co.ukINTRUDER ALARMS | ACCESS CONTROL

smkinnnard@hotmail.com



BUTCHERS & PUBLIC HOUSE

 

  Cracking home produced free range eggs  
& meat, local produce and everyday  
essentials. Sacks of logs & kindling,  

animal feed, hay & bedding. 
 

 

 

The Old Dairy Farm 
Sliders Lane, Furners Green, TN22 3RT.       

Signposted off the A275 between Danehill & Sheffield Park 

www.theolddairyfarmshop.co.uk 

  

 

01825 790517 or info@theolddairyfarmshop.co.uk   

Shop open everyday 9am - 6pm  

Award winning 16th Century Country Inn with 13 bedrooms overlooking the Ouse Valley, fine 
dining restaurant & bar, offering locally sourced produce. Please get in touch for garden parties, 
dining events & meeting room hire www.thegriffininn.co.uk
01825 722890 | griffininn@youngs.co.uk



FARM SHOPS



 CATERING, PLANTS, ROAD SURFACE & LANDSCAPING

LK Events
We are a Sussex based catering company specialising 

in high quality catering for both private and 
corporate events including Weddings, Celebrations, 

Funerals and Drinks Parties.

Contact us to request a quotation for your  
next event 07702 358461 or 07791 505303

www.lkevents-sussex.co.uk
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 What we value 
Anyone with a birthday near Christmas will 
know that it can be a bit of a curse. Just before 
Christmas and you are probably making 
things too expensive for everyone. Just after 
Christmas and it can all feel a bit lost.  
The only time it worked in my favour was on 
my 18th birthday. I persuaded everyone who 
might conceivably have been considering a 
present for Christmas or birthday, to make it 

cash. Putting everything together with some slender savings I had 
just enough to buy my first car. 
The Morris Minor saloon remains, in my view, a triumph of 
engineering. It was virtually indestructible, with an engine housing 
roomy enough to walk around, wings that were bolted on not 
welded and a hole in the front bumper allowing the engine to be 
hand-cranked if the electric ignition failed. With a top speed of just 
over 60 mph, it would never set the pulse racing, but I loved it. 
A wing needed replacing and the elderly paintwork was starting to 
fail but that was easily put right. I couldn’t afford a respray but my 
father, a City of Salford policeman found some left over ‘police 
station blue’ paint, and I could afford a paint brush. I spent hours 
sanding and painting and the end result, although less stylish than 
I’d hoped, did at least give the bodywork a consistent colour. 
After two years I traded up to a Vauxhall Viva, mainly because it 
had an electric aerial. I sold the Morris to a teacher in my local 
school. A born-again Christian, she promptly made her mark and 
put a ‘Jesus is Lord’ sign at the top of the windscreen. Shortly 
afterwards, it was stolen and used as an unlikely (but very reliable) 
getaway car following a bank robbery in Manchester. The thieves 
also stole her bible and hymn book, which she viewed as a piece 
of missionary work.  
Perhaps it was because it had such character, or perhaps it was 
because I had to really work on it, but of all the cars I’ve owned 
none has called out in me the same emotional bond as that Morris. 
I suspect this is true of many things. Things which are too easy 
leave us untouched; things we have to work at, stay with us and 
have abiding value.  

David Knight, Vicar of Fletching 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

 
 

Fletching 
Magazine 



 2 
 

 
 

St. Andrew and St. Mary the Virgin, 
Fletching 

 

Calendar of Services for February 2024 
 

Sunday February 4th (2nd Sunday before Lent) 
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion  
 
Sunday February 11th Quinquagesima                             
(Sunday next before Lent) 
10 a.m. Holy Communion 
 
February 14th Ash Wednesday  
10 a.m. Holy Communion 
 
Sunday February 18th, Lent I 
10 a.m. Holy Communion 
 
Sunday February 25th, Lent II 
10 a.m. Holy Communion  
 
 
 

For all up to date service information please keep an eye on the 
church website: www.fletchingparishchurch.co.uk 
 
To make arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 
please contact:  
Rev Dr David Knight, Vicar of Fletching,  
The Vicarage, Mill Lane, Fletching, TN22 3SR. 
 

07787 860 667   fletching.vicar@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Fletching Church email list 
If you would like to receive regular news and information about 
Fletching Church by email please contact me, David Knight, at 
fletching.vicar@gmail.com  
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Churches in our Neighbourhood 
 

Cornerstone Church (Methodist and United Reform)  
76 New Town, Uckfield. Further information 01825 749771 
Sunday Services 10.30am 
For information concerning the following churches  
Roman Catholic Churches   01825 724003 
Uckfield Baptist Church   01825 791165 
 
 

February events in the Church 
 

1st  Peter Roundell and Committee 6pm 
 

5th, 12th,  
19th, 26th  Chromatics Rehearsal  7pm  
 

16th, 23rd  Bell Ringer Practice  7.30pm 
 

20th, 27th School Assembly   10am 
 

24th  Fletching Singers Workshop 10am 
 
   
 

 
EASTER LILIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We will once again be decorating the Church this Easter Sunday, 
31st March with commemorative lilies. If you would like to donate 
a lily, or several, in memory of loved ones please let us know by 
emailing us at  fletchingflowerguild@gmail.com. 
There will be a list provided in the Church for you to write your 
name together with those whom you wish to be remembered. 
Your donations towards the cost of the lilies would be much 
appreciated.  Please email for bank details. 

The Flower Guild 
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                                Church Officers 
                         

Vicar:  Revd Dr David Knight 
The Vicarage, Fletching TN22 3SR, 
(07787860667), 
fletching.vicar@gmail.com 

Hon.     Mrs. Juliet Ross 
Secretary:             Hobbs Cottage, Golf Club Lane,  

Piltdown, TN22 3XB (01825 729132)   
ross.juliet@gmail.com 

Hon.   Mr. John Shaw  
Treasurer: 18 Forest Park, Maresfield, TN22 2NA  

(76 1699) johnekshaw@yahoo.co.uk                           
  

Verger:  Mrs Liz Sargent 
Moyses Farm, Fletching, TN22 3SA 
(790458)  

  

Church   Mr. Richard Hannay 01825 705005) 
Administrator: 4, Corner Cottages Fletching, TN22 3SS  
   fletching.parish@gmail.com 
Electoral Roll: Mr. Peter Ross (729132)   
   pglross@piltdown.eu 
  

Gift Aid  Mr Peter Wigan, Hungry Hatch, 
Secretary: Fletching TN22 3SH (723415). 

p.vwigan@btinternet.com 
Tower Captain:  Mr. Tim Evans, (01273 400835) 
 

Church Flag: Mr. Vaughan Thomas 
St. James’s Cottage, Fletching (723275)   

Flower Guild  Anne Streeter, (07908 653659) 
Administrator: fletchingflowerguild@gmail.com 
Parish website: Anne Street (721391) 

www.fletchingparishchurch@gmail.com 
     www.fletchingparishchurch.co.uk  

  

West End Sophie Bury-Tasker (07870 874442)       
Church Booking 
 
             Church Cleaning Rota 
Week commencing 4th December and January 1st 
Kate Minch and Jo Greenish 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fletching 
Magazine 

4  4 
 

 
Church Officers 

                          
Vicar:  Revd Dr David Knight 

The Vicarage, Fletching TN22 3SR, 
(07787860667) 
fletching.vicar@gmail.com 
 

Hon.      Juliet Ross 
Secretary:             Hobbs Cottage, Golf Club Lane,  

Piltdown, TN22 3XB (01825 729132)  
juliet@piltdown.eu 
 

Hon.   John Shaw  
Treasurer: 18 Forest Park, Maresfield, TN22 2NA  

(76 1699) johnekshaw@yahoo.co.uk                           
  

Verger:   Liz Sargent 
Moyses Farm, Fletching, TN22 3SA 
(790458)  

  

Church   Richard Hannay 01825 705005) 
Administrator: 4, Corner Cottages Fletching, TN22 3SS  
   fletching.parish@gmail.com 
Electoral Roll: Peter Ross (729132)   
   pglross@piltdown.eu 
  

Gift Aid  Peter Wigan, Hungry Hatch, 
Secretary: Fletching TN22 3SH (723415). 

p.vwigan@btinternet.com 
 

Tower Captain:  Tim Evans, (01273 400835) 
 

Church Flag: Vaughan Thomas 
St. James’s Cottage, Fletching (723275)   

Flower Guild  Anne Streeter, (07908 653659)  
Administrator: fletchingflowerguild@gmail.com 
 

Parish website: Anne Streeter, (721391) 
www.fletchingparishchurch@gmail.com 

     www.fletchingparishchurch.co.uk  
 

  

West End Sophie Bury-Tasker (07870 874442)       
Church Booking  westendbookingsfletching@gmail.co

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fletching 
Magazine 



  

 
Church Flower Rota 

 
4th/11th Altar  Rosie Blackmur 
  Lady Chapel Carol Campbell 
 
 

Church Cleaning Rota 
 

Week commencing 5th Kate Minch and Jo Greenish 
16th     Team Two 2.30pm 
 
 
 

World Day of Prayer (Interdenominational) 
 

At St. James the Less, Nutley Church, Friday 1st March 2024, 2.00 
p.m. 

 

The Theme is Written by the Christian Women of Palestine 
‘I beg you, bear with one another in love” 

 

As we see and hear the unfolding horrors of suffering of the people 
of Palestine and the people of Israel, we feel great sympathy.  
Before 7th October and the beginning of the present crisis, an 
ecumenical group of Christian women from Palestine, the land in 
which Jesus was born, prepared the 2024 World Day of Prayer 
Service. 
As we participate in the Service, we are part of a great wave of 
prayer encircling the glove, which begins as the sun rises over 
Samoa and ends 36 hours later in the Pacific as the sun sets over 
American Samoa.  We will be joining with people in over 146 
countries and islands around the world to pray with and for the 
people of Palestine, and for peace.   
The Service shares the experiences of 3 Palestinian Christian 
women, from 3 different generations, who witness to the power of 
bearing together in love, despite difficulties and differences, united 
in prayer for just and harmonious solutions that will bring an end 
to human suffering, achieving security and peace for all people 
around the world.  
Refreshments will be served after the Service 
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Friends of Fletching Parish Church 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
We are delighted to announce that Gilly Halcrow has kindly 
agreed to give a talk on The Commandoes and Special 
Operations Executive (SOE), also known as Churchill’s Secret 
Army.   
This will be truly fascinating so please ‘Save the Date’ for 
Thursday, 25th April.  Tickets will go on sale in March but in the 
meantime for all enquiries please email: 
friendsoffletching@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Fair 
 

Thank you very much to everyone who contributed in any way 
to last year’s Christmas Fair.  It was a huge success for visitors 
and stallholders alike and the 3 venues of the Village Hall, 
Church and School were all busy.  This year’s fair will be on 
Saturday 7th December from 2 – 4pm as usual.  Stallholders can 
book their pitch with me at any time.  If anyone would like to 
take over co-ordination of the event, please get in touch with me 
also. 

Emma Hannay  07966 035578 
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Fletching Parish Magazine 
 

Email: fletchingpm@gmail.com 
 

Deadline for March issue: Wednesday 7th February   
 

We are extremely grateful for all your articles, notifications and 
news. Please send you copy by email, as a word attachment, if 
possible (450 words), to the Editors at: fletchingpm@gmail.com 
NB. Artwork and photos, as well as copy, can be sent to Anne 
Streeter for the Parish Website (see below). 
 

Joint Editors:  David Sachon (01825 712530) 
   Searles, Fletching, TN22 3YB 
 

   Joy Burchell (01825 722419) 
   4, Whites Cottages, Fletching TN22 3SP 
 

For All Advertising   
Enquiries:  Anne Streeter (01825 721391) 
   Anne.streeter100@gmail.com 
 

Finance:   Anne Streeter (01825 721391) 
   Anne.streeter100@gmail.com 
 

Distribution:  Chris and Alex Rothery (01825 714567) 
   alexrothery@hotmail.com 
   Downstreet Farm, Down Street,  

TN22 3XU 
 

Lizzie Coleman (01825 762305) 
colemanlizzie@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Parish website:  Anne Streeter (01825 721391) 
   www.fletchingparishchurch.co.uk 
 
After 16 years Dominic Judd is retiring from his role of looking 
after the advertising. Everyone involved in Fletching Parish 
Magazine would like to extend our sincere thanks for the brilliant 
job he did in attracting advertising to the magazine and for his long 
service.  We also thank Anne Streeter for taking on this role.  
 

The Editors reserve the right to reduce or amend any item offered for any issue of this 
magazine. Views expressed in the articles do not necessarily accord with those of the Editors or 
PCC.  Neither the Editors or the PCC are responsible for any errors or omissions contained 
in or arising from the advertisements printed herein: these are printed as submitted by 
individual advertise
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Fletching CE Primary School 
 

We are so pleased to be involved with the Church Community Library. We 
have excited children who love being able to borrow the books and share 
them with their friends and family. The older children are looking forward 
to working with the local toddler group by promoting that reading for 
pleasure and the love of a good book! 
 

Last year we celebrated our school building standing for 150 years, but this 
year is really exciting as on the 27th January, Fletching CE Primary School 
officially opened its doors 200 years ago for the very first time. In the 
Summer, we have lots of wonderful things planned for our children and 
their families and we can’t wait to share the details with you once they are 
finalised.  
 

Our children in Key Stage 2 had the most amazing day participating in a 
‘Hands on History’ workshop. This term, they have been learning about the 
Ancient Greeks and the children were given the opportunity to dress up 
and get involved in a variety of activities, such as rolling out a timeline, 
dressing a teacher, exploring the armour, warrior training and much more. 
It was really good fun and made this historical period come to life. 
 

We’d like to inform you of the social action projects the children at 
Fletching are getting involved in. Ladybirds and Caterpillar Class are 
continuing their plight in raising the profile and funds for Raystede Animal 
Centre. Dragonfly Class are getting involved in the ‘Britain Get Talking’ 
campaign and will discuss the importance of sharing our worries in order 
to alleviate mental health issues. They will also be exploring 'unseen 
disabilities', initially in relation to our community and then the world 
beyond. Grasshopper Class are continuing their campaign to make roads 
safer and will be getting out into the community to see what they can do to 
help. 

Jenni Orwin Head of School 
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                          Wealden District Council 

 
 

Six months have passed since the local elections and I am extremely grateful 
for the warm welcome I have received as Councillor for Danehill and 
Fletching and as Chair of Wealden District Council. I have enjoyed getting 
to know residents better through parish meetings across the ward, village 
fayres, school talks, community and repair cafes, meeting the Isfield and 
District Angling Club, a jumble sale, a tree planting day and a fun run, as 
well as the daily flow of individual residents’ casework. While the work of 
Councillor allows me to better understand the needs of my immediate 
community, the role of Chair sends me across the whole District.  
 
As Chair, I have now visited almost a quarter of schools in Wealden, talking 
with them about the theme of my term of office: nature-based solutions in 
a time of climate and biodiversity crisis, as well as local government and the 
importance of participating in our democracy. I have also attended events 
and remembrance services (in Crowborough and Uckfield), met with 
community leaders, visited numerous charities and nominated one, 
Rotherfield St Martin, for a King’s Award for Voluntary Service.  
 
As part of my commitment to community engagement, I have been holding 
a series of community forums, to hear and discuss the thoughts and 
concerns of local residents. The next community forum will be held 
in Isfield, in the Village Hall on Monday 8th January 2024, 7-
8.30pm. It would be great if you would be able to join me. Previous 
community forums in Fletching and one in Danehill were well attended and 
prompted lively discussion around a range of topics: planning applications; 
Southern Water; road safety concerns; the condition of roads; the proposed 
Gatwick Expansion and the Local Plan. 
 
Which brings me to the much-anticipated Local Plan. While we are 
compelled by central government to deliver new housing, we are currently 
working as hard as we can to ensure that the new Local Plan makes certain 
that development is managed with strong and innovative policies around 
climate change, the natural environment and energy efficiency standards. 
The council will consider the draft Local Plan at an extraordinary Full 
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Fletching Singers 

 
DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? COME AND SING WITH US! 
 

Under the guidance of our inspirational Music Director, Ansy Boothroyd, 
The Fletching Singers (www.fletchingsingers.co.uk) meet on Tuesday 
evenings during term time in Fletching Village Hall from 7.45 to 9.45 
p.m.  We are a sociable, relaxed and informal non-auditioned choir.  Our 
choir members come from many of the surrounding villages and new 
members in all voice parts (SATB) are always very welcome. The spring 
term starts January 9th and we will be rehearsing Faure’s Requiem along 
with other pieces for our concert in Fletching church in April. 
 We would like more singers!  If you are interested please 
email info@fletchingsingers.co.uk or just come along to a rehearsal and 
give it a try 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fletching Parish Council 
 
Neighbourhood Plan Update 
Thank you very much to the 125 people from around the parish who replied 
to last year’s consultation for the Neighbourhood Plan.  This was a strong 
and welcome response with a lot of detailed and well considered 
information for us to consider.  We will be analysing your responses in 
detail to identify your concerns and aspirations and to see what policies we 
can support with evidence from the survey.  Our next steps are to complete 
the analysis and then see what support we may need from a consultant in 
order to develop robust policies that are not in conflict with the draft 
Wealden Local Plan that will be put out for consultation in February.  We 
will keep you posted as we develop these policies and will consult further 
with you, hopefully later this year.” 
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Council meeting to be held on Thursday 8th February 2024, with the formal 
Regulation 18 consultation to take place in the following weeks.  
 
People wishing to receive updates about the Draft Local Plan and to take 
part in the consultation process should register using the Wealden District 
Council’s consultation portal at https://consult.wealden.gov.uk/kse/ 
 
Nearly every resident that I have spoken to has expressed their grave 
concern about over-development and increased traffic in the area. I feel the 
weight of responsibility to do everything that I can to conserve all that we 
hold dear about this precious and beautiful rural area, in the face of huge 
pressures from central Government to build. 
 
As ever, if you have any comments, questions or concerns, please do reach 
out to me and I will do my best to help.  
 

 
Cllr. Christina Coleman 

cllr.christina.coleman@wealden.gov.uk   07718 208340 
 

 
                          East Sussex District Council 
 

Gatwick 
 
Here are some key points from East Sussex County Council’s response to 
the Gatwick expansion proposal. 
 
1.  If the application is approved, there will be a need for the timely 

delivery of supporting infrastructure in advance of the Northern 
Runway being in full operation. 

2. There is insufficient mitigation proposed to encourage a  
substantial shift towards sustainable travel to and from an 
expanded airport. 

3. Gatwick Airport limited (“GAL”) needs to mitigate the impacts 
of the approaching traffic from the surrounding road network, 
including routes in East Sussex such as the A22 and A264, which 
feed into the A23/M23 corridor. GAL must also assess the 
impacts of airport growth on the strategic road network (e.g. 
M25) and ESCC’s highway network beyond the immediate 
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Road Improvements – A272 Piltdown at Goldbridge Road and Batts 
Bridge 
ESCC has notified the Parish Council that following the concerns raised 
about the current vehicle speeds on the A272 it would be undertaking 
improvements that will encourage appropriate speeds and improve safety 
for drivers and pedestrians. The works, due to be completed by winter 2024, 
include: 
 

Improvements to the existing speed limit terminal signs; Installation of new 
village name plates; Refresh of ‘40mph’ roundels; Refresh of warning signs; 
Refresh of road markings; Installation of red surfacing at the gateways. 
 

Recreation Ground Pavilion – refurbishment works starting 
Hopefully by the time you read this the work will have started on the 
refurbishment of the Pavilion at Fletching Recreation Ground. It has taken 
some time to get to this point mainly due to the length of time the building 
took to dry out following the burst water pipe in the roof and the loss 
adjuster signing off on the claim. Due to a very generous donation from the 
Cricket Club, the Parish Council has been able to take this opportunity to 
improve and enhance the interior of the building. The works are due to be 
completed in April. 
 

Fletching Parish Council Precept 2024/25 
At its meeting on 8 January the Parish Council voted to set the Parish 
Precept for 2024/25 at £59.60 for a Band D dwelling. This equates to an 
increase of £1.72 (0.56%) on the 2023/24 parish precept. 
 

Splaynes Green Phone Box 
At its December meeting the Parish Council held a discussion with residents 
about the future of the phone box and it was agreed that there were a couple 
of options that could be considered: refurbish the phone box and install a 
defibrillator but not replace the door; or refurbish, replace the door and 
level the base slab. A number of offers of support were received at the 
meeting and the Parish Council would like to invite anyone who would like 
to offer their skills and support to help refurbish the phone box to contact 
the parish clerk via email at clerk@fletching-pc.org  
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Wealden District Council 
 
I have resigned from position as Chair of Wealden District Council in order 
to concentrate on campaigning in the coming General Election, as the 
Green Party parliamentary candidate for East Grinstead and Uckfield. It 
really has been an honour to serve the community by engaging as far and 
wide as possible with different organisations, charities, schools and 
individuals. I am particularly proud of having spoken with more than a 
quarter of schools in Wealden, about the importance of nature recovery in 
a time of climate and biodiversity crisis. It was a tough decision to stand 
down, but I believe that it is in the best interest of the residents of Wealden, 
as it raises the platform in which I can advocate for my local community. 
Liberal Democrat councillor Gavin Blake-Coggins will act as interim Chair, 
until a successor is appointed at the next Full Council meeting. The Alliance 
for Wealden will be nominating Jessika Hulbert, Green Party Councillor for 
Withyham ward, as the new Chair. Although I am resigning as Chair, I will 
continue as ward councillor for Danehill and Fletching and it is my 
intention to remain so even if I am successful in the General Election.  
 

Local Plan: It is clear that protecting our countryside is a major priority for 
this local community. One of the only tools that we as Councillors have to 
try to do that is to have an up-to-date Local Plan. We anticipate bringing a 
first draft to the public for consultation at the beginning of February.  
 

What is a Local Plan? It is the responsibility of the District Council to 
permit or refuse proposals for development within the area. A Local Plan 
guides how these decisions are made in relation to housing, employment, 
retail and more. The law says that it is the job of the District Council to 
prepare such a Plan, in consultation with the local community, and in line 
with strict government guidelines. Many residents will know that Wealden 
is without an up to date Local Plan, after a previous submission failed to 
pass the government’s inspection in 2019.  
 

The headline: The government sets out a formula as a starting point for 
determining future housing needs for Wealden. This is often termed 
‘housing targets’. Meeting these ‘targets’ would mean more building and 
development than many of our residents would want to see in Wealden. 
However, the Local Plan we submit must be approved by the government’s 
Planning Inspector, so it must carefully follow the government’s rigid rules.  
 

Didn’t the government just remove housing targets? The short answer? 
No! Just before Christmas, the government said the targets were not 
compulsory, but “an advisory starting point”. Sometimes it might be 
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Council Tax 
 
The process for setting Council Tax for next year and the Financial Plan for 
the next 5 years has begun. The County Council is carrying out an extensive 
consultation and if you have any views you wish to record, please cut and 
paste the link below into your browser. 
https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/governance-and-community-
services/budget-and-priorities-for-east-sussex 
 
 

Roy Galley County Councillor,  
cllr.roy.galley@eastsussex.gov.uk 

 

01825 713018   October 10th 2023. 
 
 
 
 

Fletching CE Primary School 
 
It is always lovely to open our doors to the community and last month we 
welcomed potential new parents for next year’s intake. The school was filled 
with lots of learning - from cooking, arts and craft, to even hosting a film 
crew. During the Open Morning, Year 6 children spent time working 
together as a team with Silverbox to record their own unique film clip. The 
children were involved in performing in front of the camera as well as 
learning about what goes on behind the scenes. 
The Dogs Trust visited the children for an assembly and workshop. They 
spoke to the children about how to care for dogs, how to behave around 
dogs and how we can get involved with fundraising and supporting the 
trust. This organisation is one of many that the children are getting involved 
in which links to our work with Social Action projects. Another workshop 
that the children were involved in was linked to healthy food. As part of the 
Healthy Schools project, Fletching children learnt about how to eat healthily 
and enjoy the food as well as understanding why it is so important.  
Peter Lloyd-Bostock, from the Uckfield Lions, came into school to judge 
the ROAR projects created by Grasshopper Class. We are delighted to 
announce that one group was voted to go through to the next round and 
will now compete against other local schools. We’ll keep you posted with 
the results. Again, this is another fantastic opportunity for the children to 
develop their links with the local community. We hope to work more closely 
with the Uckfield Lions on how we can help our community as well as the 
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possible for a Council to choose a lower target. However, if we do that, we 
will need to justify it by showing that Wealden’s population and housing 
market are exceptional when compared to other Districts. Arguments about 
our exceptional landscape do not impact this advisory starting point.  
 

So how many new homes will be allowed in Wealden? The 
Government’s formula calculates that Wealden should give permission for 
1200 new homes each year for 20 years. But we do not think that we have 
enough appropriate land for that many. We are currently investigating 
whether the sites which have been submitted to us are suitable, so that we 
can assess the number of new homes that Wealden can sustainably provide.  
 

Why do we need to have a Local Plan at all? Without an up-to-date Plan, 
we experience a planning ‘free-for-all’. Developers can apply for permission 
to build wherever they like, and it’s much harder for Planning Committees 
to refuse. A Local Plan makes it easier to ensure that development happens 
only on sites included in the Plan. It will also allow us to insist on things 
like lower carbon emissions, improved building standards, water 
conservation, better design, and more protection of nature and biodiversity. 
We also hope to be able to increase the proportion of affordable housing, 
and more 2 and 3 bedroom houses to better reflect local need.  
 

We are already under some pressure from central government to get the 
Local Plan in place as soon as possible. The worst-case scenario would be 
that we lose our planning powers altogether and have to hand over the 
whole process to central government.  
 

When will the draft Local Plan be shared with residents and how can 
I comment? 
On February 8th there will be an Extraordinary Full Council meeting at 
Wealden District Council offices in Hailsham, also webcast online. The 
draft Local Plan will be debated and brought to the vote. If it passes, we 
will enter the vital phase of consultation with the public.  
If you would like to receive updates about the Draft Local Plan and take 
part in the consultation process, please register using our consultation portal 
at https://consult.wealden.gov.uk/kse/.  
 

What happens after the consultation? Once the consultation ends, we’ll 
review all the comments made on the document and use them to feed into 
the next draft of the Plan. There will be a further consultation on the Plan 
the Council wishes to bring forward in due course around Winter 2024 
before it gets submitted for Examination by an independent Inspector.  

Christina Coleman  Chair 
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East Sussex District Council 

 
Southern Water 
Southern Water, which covers most of Sussex, Hampshire, Surrey and Kent 
recently gave a presentation to councillors and other interested parties. They 
provide water and sewage services to different parts of this large area. The 
picture as to which company provides what service is a bit complicated. 
However, there were some interesting points in their presentation of their 
long-term plan from 2025 to 2050. I appreciate some of this could seem a 
bit irrelevant to the here and now, but investment does take a long time to 
plan and bring to fruition. 
With an anticipated population increase of 25%, there will be a requirement 
for an extra 300 million litres of water per day. To provide this they plan to  
 

Invest £7 Billion compared with the current plan of £2.5bn; Improve 38 
waste water sites; Introduce smart meters for everyone; Try to reduce 
rainwater flow using reed beds and new technology rather than storm 
overflows which when overwhelmed cause sewage discharges; Transfer 
water by pipeline from other parts of the country which have even more 
water than we do; Build a new reservoir in the Adur District. 
This will, of course, cost money and water bills will rise. There is little 
alternative unless the taxpayer foots the bill. We all have to pay whether as 
customers or taxpayers. 
Specific questions were asked about investors and dividends. The private 
sector has put in significant funds and apparently not taken a dividend since 
2017. 
 

Local Transport Plan 
The other long-term plan being considered at present is the Local Transport 
Plan which again covers the period from 2025 to 2050.  This is very strategic 
and looks at the whole range of transport options including walking, cycling, 
public transport and cars taking into account new types of vehicles, lower 
emissions and cleaner fuels. There are a number of ways in which you can 
participate in the consultation.  You can go online to view the consultation 
via the council’s consultation hub at:  
https://consultation.eastsusse.gov.uk/economy-transport-
environmental/local-transport-plan-4-2024-2050     

Roy Galley 01825 713018 
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Fletching Bonfire Society 
 
We wish you all a Happy New Year and look forward to a successful 2024. 
Fletching Bonfire Society has been a long-established village group and a 
massive part of the tradition of Sussex Bonfire.  There are some 23 plus 
Sussex Bonfire Societies who every year spend many hours raising funds to 
put on the magnificent display of fire and fireworks and raising money to 
give to local charities. 
 

As a collective in 2023 Sussex Bonfire raised £48,000 in donations to local 
charities.  We have donated £150.00 to the Village Hall and £150.00 to the 
School this year, and we are hoping to make it more this coming year as we 
would like tto give things back into the village. 
We have an array of fund-raising events this year, in the hope that we can 
bring back our amazing procession and fireworks display of old: In order 
to do this, we need your help. 
 

We have several events planned so far this year and would love it if you 
would be able to support us by coming along, or if you would like to help 
we would love to hear from you, you can email me 
on fletchingsecretary@gmail.com. 
 

We would love to have more members, young or old who would like to 
help us. It can be the smallest of things, but everything helps, if you would 
like to get more involved or would like to know more about the Society and 
what we do please don't hesitate to get in touch.   
Please keep a note of the following events and we hope you will be able to 
join us: 
 

9th February Quiz and Pizza: Village Hall 7pm 
16th February AGM:  Village Hall 7pm 
17th February BINGO: Village Hall 6.30pm 
16th March Paddy’s Night:  Village Hall 7pm 
13th April Jumble sale: Village Hall 
20th April BINGO: Village Hall 6.30pm 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
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Family Support Network 

 
At the start of a new year we are looking forward with hope to what we 
might achieve in 2024. With over 400 families currently active on our 
caseload, and over 700 families supported in total during 2023, there is no 
sign of the need for our work slowing down. We are doing what we can to 
maintain this level of support whilst also being conscious that the 
continuing financial crisis will impact on our ability to raise funds (all of 
our income is voluntary with no statutory support from local or national 
government).  
With the retirement of our Hastings practitioner at the end of last year we 
have been reorganising our practitioner teams to make sure that we can 
continue to provide a service throughout Sussex without placing too 
much strain or unrealistic expectations on any of our staff. As a result we 
are currently recruiting new staff to keep this support at the necessary 
level. Do please pray that the right people are found. 
Our events diary for the year is filling up fast, with 3 supporters (including 
Spencer from our office!) taking part in the Brighton 10k in early April, as 
well as our skydive on April 26th and the busy Open Garden season. All 
our events are on the Events page of our website so do look there for 
further information, in particular regarding the opportunity to join our 
skydive. If you are planning any fundraising events for us then do let the 
fundraising team know so that they can help you to promote the event for 
maximum success. Contact them by email 
fundraising@familysupportwork.org.uk or phone 01273 041401.  
December’s work in numbers 

 333 individual visits and 1183 calls with families supporting 330 
adults and 298 children 

 30 supported meetings with other agencies  
 56 group sessions held supporting 798 parents and 497 children, 

plus Christmas parties and trips to the pantomime 
 194 food deliveries made and 180 Christmas hampers delivered 
 community support 

Nikki Kerr 
FSW Director of Fundraising and Marketing 
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Bevern Trust 

 
25 Years of Creating ‘More From Life’ 

 

As we move into 2024 we are delighted to be celebrating our 25th 
anniversary of providing outstanding care and support for the profoundly 
disabled adults of Bevern View. To commemorate this significant occasion, 
we would love to welcome you to our first event of the year  – The Bevern 
Trust Annual Dinner & Auction. Hosted by our patron, Natasha Kaplinsky 
and special guests, the evening will be an opportunity to hear more about 
our work and exciting future plans! 
The journey has been a testament to the unwavering support from our 
dedicated staff, compassionate families and our incredible residents who 
have made Bevern View their home. We are immensely proud to have been 
part of so many lives and we look forward to continuing our mission of 
enhancing the wellbeing and happiness of our residents. 
The Bevern Trust Annual Dinner & Auction. 
7pm on Friday 8th March 2024 at Barcombe Village Hall 
Tickets are available from beverntrust.org 
Donate: www.beverntrust.org  Email: info@beverntrust.org  
Follow us on social media: @thebeverntrust 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       Chailey Repair Café – A busy start to 2024!  
 
No soon was Christmas  over then you were all asking us to  fix your stuff!! 
In no time at all we'd been asked to look at a printer, a WW2 flying jacket, 
an old briefcase,  a bicycle, a wind up gramophone and several Christmas 
gifts which  no longer worked and for which there was no receipt…. 
Chailey Repair Café will come to the rescue – there isn’t much that our  
Café’s skilled repair  teams can’t take on! During 2023, our talented  electrics 
and general repairs teams  have tackled toasters, irons,  record players, table 
lamps, broken  zips, furniture, and everything from a unicorn to a  beautiful 
100 year old French  doll! 
Don’t forget that we have an IT team who will not only get your new  laptop 
or iPad working properly but will also spend time showing you how to use 
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it if you’ve got stuck. We also have a state of the art sharpening machine to 
sort out those knives blunted by the turkey!  It’s all in a day’s work for  this 
successful local initiative which has gone from strength to strength as we 
start our 6th year! 
Our 2024 dates are easy to remember  – we are normally  open every 2nd 
Saturday of each month between 10am – 1pm. Our new 2024 posters and 
flyers with all our dates are now available at the Café, so you won’t forget! 
And don't forget to pick up a free car sticker and one of  our smart  new 
bamboo pens so you can spread the word!! 
Chailey Repair Café is part of a  world-wide movement where volunteer 
experts repair things free of charge – although a donation towards running 
costs is invited. Anyone can bring along broken items or clothing needing 
repair from home, and have a cuppa and a cake while they wait! 
You’ll find us at St Peter’s Church, Chailey on the A275 at Chailey Green 
normally on the second Saturday   of each month (13th Jan, 10th Feb, 9th 
March and so on….) between 1000hrs and 1300hrs where we have a full 
Café service including our legendary cakes!  
Contact  us at chaileyrc@gmail.com and we’ll see what we can do to help. 
See you very soon!! 

Bryan McAlley and the Chailey Repair Café team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newick Cinema – Sunday 25th February 
 

Dear Cinema goers,  
Unfortunately, Cinemobile are unable to bring a film to Newick in 
February, so there will be no village cinema for this month. Our next film 
will be shown on Sunday 24th March 
As usual details will be in the parish magazines and on posters throughout 
the village. 
As always thank you for your support and watch out for details of the 
March film –  a happy thought, we will be more or less heralding in spring 
by then! 
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Uckfield, Lewes & Newick Arts Society 
 

The Civic Hall, Uckfield, February 14th 2.30  
Andrew Davies, one of our favourite lecturers returns to tell us all about ‘St 
Pancreas and Friends, a Journey through London’s Railway Stations.’    
Perhaps it is appropriate to have this lecture on St Valentines Day - many 
romances seem to have involved railway stations, most of us must 
remember the wonderful Celia Johnson and Trevor Howard in Brief 
Encounter! 
Andrew is a frequent contributor to Radio and TV and this talk will take us 
not only to the old historic stations in London but also the new ones. This 
of course includes St Pancreas, badly destroyed by fire,  and then the 
subsequent battle, led by Sir John Betjeman, to totally rebuilt it, whilst still 
retaining  its former glory. 
All our lectures are digitally illustrated and for this one you may be amused 
by some rather jolly posters used to encourage railway use which are 
included.   
We are in the Civic Hall Uckfield, parking is free and the lecture will start 
promptly at 2.30.  The cost is £7 but if you are interested in joining, please 
contact me.   We do need new members so please think about it, the cost is 
only  £47 and for that you get all the lectures, our newsletter,  the Arts 
Society Magazine and the opportunity to go on one of our specially 
organised visits.   

Annette Shelford  annette@shelford.net 
 
 
 
 

Chailey & Newick Painting Group 
 
Chailey & Newick Painting Group members were thrilled to see so many 
visitors at their exhibition in November, thank you to all those who 
ventured out on the Saturday in some terrible weather, and in calmer 
conditions on the Sunday, it was lovely to welcome you all. 
We had many much-appreciated comments on the high standard of the 
work on display and sales were commensurately brisk; we are fortunate 
indeed to have some very talented artists amongst our number, although it 
must be stressed that there are no qualifications of ability or experience 
required to become a member (or to exhibit), membership is restricted only 
by there being space available. 
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The tombola in support of the Hospice, with every ticket winning an 
original artwork, again proved very popular with only a small handful of 
tickets out of 172 remaining at the end of the weekend. Our wonderful 
cakes were also in great demand! Together with generous donations, we are 
delighted to have raised a substantial sum for the Hospice at the exhibition, 
which will be added to the kind donations on the Just Giving page of our 
website http://www.chaileyandnewickpaintinggroup.org  where you can 
also have another look at the exhibition paintings. 
The Graham Barber Memorial trophy was awarded to Carlina Oliver for 
her pastel painting ‘Green Lane, Sun & Shade’; thank you to all of you who 
took the trouble to vote for your favourite painting. 
We have started thinking about next year’s exhibition already, taking place 
in Chailey village hall on November 16th & 17th and we look forward to 
seeing you there. 

 
 
 
 

Calling all Badminton Players! 
 
Fancy a game of badminton on a Tuesday night? Newick Badminton Club 
welcomes players of all abilities. We are a friendly club and play at Newick 
Village Hall from 7.45pm to 10.15pm. If you are interested in coming 
along, please call 07801079334 or email 
secretary@newickbadmintonclub.co.uk. Our new season starts on 5th 
September. 
Your first session is free! 
 
 
 
 

Cumnor House 
 

Cumnor House Sussex, an independent school located in Danehill, is 
inviting applications for a 110% funded private school education.  The 
school is offering up to two places to children currently in Year 3 at a Sussex 
state primary school, and who will be joining Year 4 in September 2024.   
Cumnor’s Foundation Scholarship programme is unique, in aiming to cover 
the cost of a child’s education at independent school for ten years, from the 
age 8 to 18, including activities such as sport, music, art and DT, as well as 
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school uniform and school trips.   
To be eligible to apply, your child should be performing towards the top of 
their class, and places will be offered to children from families who could 
never afford to pay for an independent school education – either through 
their single or joint incomes, or the release of assets. .   
Applications are now open until Mon 25th Mar 2024.  We encourage parents 
of children who will be starting Year 4 in September 2024 to contact Sam 
by emailing: samdavies@cumnor.co.uk or calling 01825 790 347. To read 
more about the opportunity, visit:  
https://cumnor.co.uk/admissions/foundation-scholarships/. 
For further press information contact Sam Davies, Foundation Manager 
at Cumnor House Sussex on 01825 790 347. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chailey Commons Society 
 
As we move into the second month of the year, we can see that the days 
are slowly getting longer, and we look forward to spring again. The recent 
record-breaking heavy winter rains have made the commons soggy, and 
most paths have become muddy trails. Snowfall in early January was better 
than rain but made everything very messy. 
Our annual January project of cutting birch for besom broom making took 
place once again and the resulting bundles have been put into dry storage 
until October. Thank you to those who joined us and contributed to this 
interesting and worthwhile heathland activity. 
The indoor meetings started again with an interesting talk by Ryan Greaves 
from the Sussex Bat Group on Bats and Bat Detectors. We will be listening 
to bats around the commons using our own bat detector so we can learn 
more about their sounds and flight. 
Our talk this month will be on Thursday 8th February in the Chailey Village 
Hall at 7.30.p.m. when we have a talk on Nightjars by Greg Conway from 
the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO). This is a subject of great local 
interest generally and to those who have joined in the walks on the Chailey 
commons, usually during June, when these unusual birds visit each year 
flying over from Africa to spend the summer. Their call is very distinct, 
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being heard after dark, when they feed on moths and pair up for breeding. 
Our website has been professionally updated and should be more user 
friendly and informative. New features include recording sightings via email 
‘sightings’@chaileycommons.org.uk’, contact pages, ability to download 
information and join as members online. A comprehensive activities page 
should keep everyone informed and this will be updated as required. It also 
includes a Gallery of local pictures, and these can be sent in via email to 
‘mail@chaileycommons.org.uk’   
 

For further information, visit our website – www.chaileycommons.org.uk 
or our Facebook page www.facebook.com/chaileycommons/ or 
friendsofmarkstakescommon.weebly.com 

William Coleman 01444 831098 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toad-in-the-hole  (Sussex Wildlife Trust) 
 
Once upon a time, the British people were divided. Impassioned debates 
raged throughout the land, truth and common sense became distorted, and 
the public rose up and demanded an answer. How did that toad get inside 
that rock?   
In 1898, two burly workmen in a chalk quarry near Lewes cracked open a 
hollow chunk of flint. The solid rock, formed 85 million years ago, split 
open to reveal an airtight cavity at its core. To the quarrymen’s amazement, 
entombed within the ancient flint was a dead toad.  
 ‘Toad-in-the-hole’ hysteria soon hit the headlines. It seemed like every 
month the newspapers reported how someone had split open a rock and 
found a toad inside. Some of these toads had already croaked but others 
would inexplicably still be alive and hopping. The Victorian world was 
thrown into theological and philosophical panic. Clergymen preached that 
the Creator had placed the eternal amphibians in rocks at the dawn of time. 
Subscribers to Darwin’s new theory of evolution were perplexed. Charles 
Dickens wrote of his bewilderment, while others believed it was simply 
sorcery. Scientists began burying living toads in sealed boxes to investigate 
the unfortunate animal’s longevity.  
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The Lewes toad of 1898 is the world’s only surviving artefact of the 
entombed toad craze. It now resides in Brighton’s incredible Booth 
Museum of Natural History – one of my favourite places in the whole 
world. Amongst the many awe-inspiring exhibits at The Booth, you’ll find 
a special cabinet dedicated to curiosities. In it, lying reverentially on a bed 
of maroon felt, there is ‘Probably the most famous toad in the world’. 
Admittedly when it comes to world-famous toads it’s not a particularly 
crowded field, with only Toad of Toad Hall to contest the title. Alongside 
the original oval of cleft flint sits the shrivelled body of the infamous 
amphibian. The whole surreal exhibit is like a Kinder Surprise designed by 
Hieronymus Bosch. 
But this cracked up flint isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. The Lewes toad was 
originally presented to the Brighton and Hove Natural History and 
Philosophical Society by Charles Dawson. That’s the same Charles Dawson 
who would soon be sticking some Orangutan teeth on a human skull and 
declaring he had discovered the ‘missing link’ at Piltdown, near Uckfield. In 
1953, Dawson would be unmasked as a fraudster and the whole ‘toad-in-
the-hole’ phenomenon would come crashing down, dismissed as 
poppycock.  

Michael Blencowe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A month on the farm 
 
It is good to be back and it couldn’t be a better time!  January is the start of 
calving and we have already had a couple of early arrivals as I write this on 
New Year’s Day….  
The first cow to calve was one of our – how do I say this without causing 
her offence? – less attractive girls.  Nevertheless, she is always the first in 
calf, the first to calve and never has a problem so this makes up for any 
other shortcomings!  The second was the first of the heifers – calving for 
the first time.  This is always more tense.  Not only are their bodies new to 
giving birth, so are their hormones and emotions!  You never quite know 
how things will go.  It was quite tight getting the calf out and we needed the 
ropes and a good deal of human brawn!  The mum was amazingly good 
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after a rough time and her milk came down quite quickly.  But the calf – a 
big bull - took about twelve hours to stand up – which is far too long so 
intensive nursing was necessary.   
There are a few things you must do as soon as you can after birth.  First, 
you need to put iodine on the umbilical cord to avoid an infection, which 
is called “navel ill” and can really drag a calf down.  If the infection tracks 
into the calf’s system you can end up with “joint ill”, which is horrible and 
can leave them with damaged joints.  Incidentally, should you see farmers 
with brown fingers, it probably isn’t a nicotine addiction, but iodine!  The 
next priority is to get some of the Mum’s milk inside the calf.  It contains 
life-protecting colostrum, protecting against bacteria while hydrating and 
nourishing.  Normally, calves suckle on their own, but our little one was far 
too dopey so I milked the cow and then put it into a special bottle with a 
long tube putting it straight into the tummy. That way I knew he was safe 
until he “came to”, which he duly did the following morning. 
By law, we have to put tags in the calves’ ears as soon as possible after birth.  
Each tag has a number, the first half of which is our herd number and the 
second half is unique to the animal.  Then its birth must go onto our 
computer records after which we apply for a passport from the 
Government.  It is a bit of a palaver, but relatively straightforward once you 
are used to it and total traceability really matters for food safety. 
There is something magical about the start of calving.  The cycle of life 
begins again.  Soon there will be snowdrops as the days lengthen. The birds 
will be spying out their nests.  The sap will begin rising up the branches.  Of 
course, we will have a spell of grim weather, but we know Spring will follow 
and there is nothing as exciting as that!  

Lisa Buchanan
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Useful Local Telephone Numbers 
 
Uckfield Police   101 ext. 568 226 
Village Hall Booking  722075 
Fletching School    722356 
Griffin Inn   722890 
Peacock Inn   762463 
Piltdown Man   723753 
Denniker Farm Shop and Café  722038 
Old Spot Farm Shop  722894 
Nose2Tail    07496 879781 
(butcher and deli)   07835 541754 
The Old Dairy Farm Shop 790517 
Sheffield Park Nursery & Wines  790775 
(Harry Godwin)    
Trading Boundaries  790200 
SE water Leak Line   0333 000 0365 
Electricity Emergency  0800 783 8866 
Newick Health Centre  722272 
The Newick Chemist  722203  
Parish Council Chairman   07966 035575 
(Richard Hannay)                 
Wealden District Councillor 07718 208340 
(Christina Coleman)   
Piltdown Residents Association 722101  
(Sandy Bone)   
Art Group (Yvonne Thomas) 723275 
Cricket Club   724324 
Chailey Tractor Club  07971 792449  
Stoolball Club   763302 
Scouts                  01273 476360  
Trefoil Guild (Jane Stent)  01273 400632 
Youth Club (Heidi Barrow) 724023 
Toddler Group (Natalie Chewter) 07973 472871 
Forget-me-Nots   07966 035578 
Church Flower Guild  721391 
Chiropody Club   740206 
Fletching Singers (Alannah Dobson) 760709 
Wealden District Council  01892 653311 
Social Security Department 0800 666555 
Citizens Advice Bureau  764940 
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INVESTMENT SERVICE

Drawing on over 250 years of collective 
investment experience we are a uniquely 
independent investment management 
business, committed to delivering the 
highest service to private clients, charities, 
trustees and professional advisers. 

12/2024

OOuurr  ppaassssiioonn  iiss  
iinnvveessttiinngg  bbuutt  oouurr  
ffooccuuss  iiss  yyoouu..
BESPOKE INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT & 
WEALTH PLANNING

To find out if we could help you, please 
contact: 

James Harding 

      130 Jermyn Street, London SW1Y 4UR 
t:    020 7123 5191 
e:    james.harding@vermeerllp.com 
w:   vermeerllp.com 

James Harding FCSI 
Investment Director & Founding Partner 

VVEERRMMEEEERR  PPaarrttnneerrss
WWee  wwoorrkk  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  wweeaalltthh  ffoorr  yyoouu

Our investment services are tailored, and 
our clients are offered bespoke portfolios 
for the management of their investments 
and savings. 



SOLICITORS

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN
THE FLETCHING PARISH MAGAZINE

PLEASE EMAIL
dominicjudd@btinternet.com



ACCOUNTANTS, SOLICITORS AND BUILDING PLANS

dmc partnership
Chartered Accountants

• Full accounts services for 
companies, sole traders and 
partnerships

• Completion of Tax Returns
• Capital gains and retirement 

planning
• Sage set-up and payroll services
• Company formations  

and start-ups

Why not call to arrange an appointment to
meet us either at your home or at our offices?

Estelle Sherlock, Partner
Office:  Forest Row – 01342 824181
Email:  info@dmcpartnership.com

T. J. Evans
Building Drawings 

& Technical Services
Plans for Extensions, 

Conversions & Alterations 
Prepared and Submitted 
for Planning and Building 

Regulations Approval

Telephone 
Barcombe 

01273 400835



BATHROOM INTERIOR & VETS

FINALIST KBB Retail & Design Awards 2023 

The Stables, Morgans Yard, High Street, Uckfield TN22 1RN

01825 705800   info@villagebathroomstudio.co.uk
www.villagebathroomstudio.co.uk

Be Inspired...

Forest Vet
Maresfield

The

excellence in healthcare for your pet

Excellence
in healthcare
for your pet

Recommend
a friend to the practice and 

receive a voucher for
a free veterinary

consultation
to be taken whenever

you need it in the future

 Unique out of hours service by our Vets and Nurses at the practice in Maresfield 24/7
 Opening Hours: 8.30am-6pm Monday to Friday and 9am-1pm Saturday
 Provides the highest level of patient care and customer service
 Routine surgeries and consultations offered on Saturdays for busy working people
 State of the art equipment, including digital x-ray, ultrasound,
 referral specialist surgeries, seperate luxurious dog and cat wards
 Modern blood analysis laboratory with results in just 7 minutes
 On-site parking.  

01825 766006
reception@theforestvet.co.uk
www.theforestvet.co.uk

Millers Yard, Straight Half Mile, Maresfield, TN22 3AY



PRINTING, DOG GROOMING AND PHYSIO

Your Local Printer 
Litho q Digital q Wide Format Print

Letterheads q Compliment Slips q Business Cards q Leaflets
 Tickets q Swing Tags q Invites q Post Cards q Envelopes
Wedding Stationery q Plain Paper q Brochures q Booklets

Greeting Cards q Large Posters q PVC Banners q Roll up Banners 
Canvas Prints q Outdoor Signage Boards q Vinyl Labels

T: 01825 740302  E: sales@danewoodpress.com
www.danewoodpress.com

Isle of Thorns, Chelwood Gate, Haywards Heath, West Sussex  RH17 7LA

Danewood Advert A5.indd   1 14/01/2021   14:40

	

	

 
1 Newick Hill, 

Newick 
 BN8 4QR 

physio@newickphysio.co.uk 

wwwwww..nneewwiicckkpphhyyssiioo..ccoo..uukk  
0011882255  772211000000  

HHCCPPCC  rreeggiisstteerreedd  pphhyyssiiootthheerraappiissttss  

HHeellpp  ffoorr  bbaacckk,,  nneecckk,,  jjooiinntt  aanndd    
mmuussccuullaarr  ppaaiinn  aanndd  mmoorree……  

  
 

One to one Dog Groomer 
based in Danehill

City and Guilds qualified
Call Claire on:

01825 740821 / 07498 
220349



HOME TECHNOLOGY, REMOVALS & COMPUTER SUPPORT

Do you need help with your home technology? 

Services include: 

• WiFi & MESH network set-up 

• Troubleshooting 

• Multi room audio and video 
(SONOS) 

• TV distribution 

• Smart lighting control 
(Lutron, Rako) 

• Home Automation 
(Control4, Savant) 

• CCTV and security 

• Heating and Air-conditioning 
remote control 

Please call now to see how we can help. 

01825 811549  |  07974 224475  |  info@SussexAV.com
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J & H FRIEND
Estd 1860

Removals & Storage
  REMOVALS - STORAGE - 

SELF STORAGE 

 SHIPPING - PACKAGING MATERIALS

 

Tel: 01342 822608     

Email: info@friendsremovals.co.uk
www.friendsremovals.co.uk

   WALL HILL DEPOSITORY,

  LONDON ROAD,

 FOREST ROW,

 EAST SUSSEX,

 RH18 5EE

SBG COMPUTERS
OF EAST SUSSEX

A FAMILY BUSINESS EST. 1999

SUPPORTING AND SERVICING 

ALL YOUR PC NEEDS

l Custom-built PC’s and laptops
l Upgrades l Servicing

l Broadband/Wireless set-up
l Virus removal/protection

l Data recovery
l Specialists in disability hardware/software

l Personal tuition l Free telephone advice

www.sbg-computers.co.uk

Seaford/Eastbourne 01323 887997

Heathfield 01435 863316 

Crowborough 01892 66402

Call any time for a prompt friendly service

Seaford/Eastbourne 01323 887997Seaford/Eastbourne 01323 887997
Heathfield 01435 863316 Heathfield 01435 863316 

Crowborough 01892 664028Crowborough 01892 664028
Call any time for a prompt friendly serviceCall any time for a prompt friendly service

www.sussexav.com



TAXI, FURNITURE RESTORATION, TUTORING & REPAIR CAFE

CAVENDISH CARS

LOCAL TAXI
Based in Newick

TESLA ‘Y’
Tel: 07946 254028

bookings@cavendishcars.co.uk

Rupert 
Thacker

Restoration  
and Conservation of 
Antique Furniture 

and Suppliers of  
Country Furniture

FREE ESTIMATES 
THE OLD BARN WORKSHOPS

FLITTERIDGE FARM
SPLAYNES GREEN, FLETCHING

UCKFIELD  TN22 3TQ
WORKSHOP TEL/FAX:  01825 713111

MOBILE TEL:  07950 035044
E-mail:  sales@rupert-thacker.com

Web:  www.rupert-thacker.comJon Wale Tutor
I have a few spaces left for new tutees. 
Tuition is available at my house, 
remotely, or in your home within a 
5-mile radius of  Piltdown. I have 25 
years’ experience of  teaching and 
can offer A level History/Politics/
English Literature and Geography, 
GCSE History/English Language 
and Literature Independent school 
entrance exams and scholarships as 
well as 11+ entry.

As a former Assistant Head and 
Exams Officer I have extensive 
knowledge of  the education system 
and am DBS checked. 

Please call 07714341081 or contact 
chaileyjon27@hotmail.co.uk 

for more information.

 

 

CChhaaiilleeyy  RReeppaaiirr  CCaafféé  
    BEFORE            22002244              AFTER  

      
    SSoo  mmuucchh  
      mmoorree  
      tthhaann  
    bbeeaarrss!!!!  

  
        

                                        
  
Bring	us	your	clothing/textiles,	electrical	appliances,			
computers,	bicycles,	sharpening	&	household	items  

	 
9	Dec	2023,	13	Jan,	10	Feb,	9	Mar,	13	April,	11	May,	
8	June,	13	July,	10	Aug,	14	Sept,	12	Oct,	9	Nov,	14	Dec 

10am–1pm	St	Peter’s	Church,	Chailey	Green,	BN8	4DA		       

Enjoy a cuppa and some cake!!!                                             	

						chaileyrc@gmail.com 



HOLIDAY LET, B&B & LIVE MUSIC

“THE	LODGE”	AT	SPRING	FARM	ALPACAS
•
• LUXURY	ONE	BEDROOM	HOLIDAY	LET	
					ON	WORKING	ALPACA	FARM	(SLEEPS	2/3)

• FULLY	EQUIPPED,	DOUBLE	GLAZED	&	
CENTRALLY	HEATED	

• MINIMUM	ONE	WEEK	HOLIDAY	LETS,	
LONGER	LETS	WELCOMED

• COMPLETELY	SELF	CONTAINED	WITH	OFF	
STREET	PARKING

• WALKING	DISTANCE	TO	FLETCHING	VILLAGE	
		

• PLEASE	CONTACT	CHRIS	OR	VICKI	AGAR	
• Tel:	01825	790885	OR	07776	181812	
• Email:		INFO@SPRINGFARMALPACAS.CO.UK	
• Web:		WWW.SPRINGFARMALPACAS.CO.UK
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Knabbs Farm  
Bed and Breakfast 
In the heart of Fletching 

www.knabbsfarm.co.uk
Please call 07973 137 737

Knabbs Farm  
Bed and Breakfast 
In the heart of Fletching 

www.knabbsfarm.co.uk
Please call 07973 137 737

W W W. T R A D I N G B O U N D A R I E S . C O M

Family Business Since 1996 

Enjoy exclusive candlelit concerts 
from world class musicians hidden 
right here in the Sussex Countryside

Stunning Live Music
& Restaurant Concerts

Upcoming Concerts
Exclusive Live Music, Weddings & Private Events
Sheffield Green, East Sussex, TN22 3RB

Box Office: +44 (0)1825 790 200 



MEETING SPACE, FUNERAL SERVICES

40

For anything else please get in touch to discuss further

Contact
Sophie Tasker on 07870 874442, or westendbookingsfletching@gmail.com

or Juliet Ross on 01825 729132, or juliet@piltdown.eu

St Andrew and St Mary the Virgin, Fletching

~ Church West End ~
Offers  a flexible space in a spectacular
Grade One listed building

• Modern kitchen and toilets ~ Seating for 60

• Available from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

• For meetings, £20 for two hours

The only truly independent, 
family owned & run 
Funeral Directors 

& Monumental Masons 
in Lewes & Uckfield 

RICHARD GREEN 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

170 High Street 
Lewes 
BN7 1YE 
01273 488121 

125 High Street 
Uckfield 

TN22 1RN 
01825 760601 

We can arrange any funeral to your 
specific requirements. 

uckfield@rgreenfs.co.uk lewes@rgreenfs.co.uk 



FUNERAL SERVICES AND CARE SERVICES

35 Wivelsfield Road, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 4EN
Tel (01444) 454391

Ravenoak, 46 Allington Road, Newick East Sussex, BN8 4NB
Tel (01825) 722895 (By Appointment)

Email info@brooksfunerals.co.uk  |  Website www.brooksfunerals.co.uk
LIVE-IN HOME CARE 

 

 

We are an independent, family run agency 
specialising in live-in home care. 

We offer a realistic alternative to going into a 
residential care home, enabling you to maintain 
your independence and to remain in the security 

and comfort of your own home. 

Tunbridge Wells 01892 518400 

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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FUNERAL SERVICES

Rose Cottage, 11 New Town,  
Uckfield  TN22 5DL  |  01825 763 763  
Also at Seaford, Lewes & Heathfield

Cooper & Son
Funeral Directors

We are here to provide you with any help and support you  
may need, from the preparations for the funeral, through  
to the event itself and the days and months that follow.

www.cpjfield.co.uk

Because every life is unique

CPJ_COOPERS_FLETCHING_A5.indd   1CPJ_COOPERS_FLETCHING_A5.indd   1 02/01/2024   11:4202/01/2024   11:42



CARE SERVICES

Printed by The Danewood Press Ltd  Tel: 01825 740302  www.danewoodpress.com

Life-Enhancing

At Hamilton George Care we work
with the very best carers to provide
truly bespoke live-in care.  We take the
time to understand what type of care
is needed, and what type of carer
would suit you best.

As a small team we get to know our
clients and their families,
understanding their unique clinical
and lifestyle needs in order to provide
the highest standards of care. 

Our Care 
Services

07470 930264
www.hamiltongeorgecare.com

Get In Touch

Housekeeping - companionship and
help with tasks around the home
Clinical Care - varying levels of
clinical and personal care
Complex Care - condition led care
including nursing care, end of life
and rare conditions
Rehabilitation Care - short term
support (four weeks or more)

Live-In Care



Golf Academy

Thinking of taking up golf? 

Used to play golf and want to start again?

Occasional golfer, wanting to play regularly? 

Looking for the perfect practice facility?

For further information contact: secretary@piltdowngolfclub.co.uk  

01825 722033 | piltdowngolfclub.co.uk

Piltdown Golf Club
are proud to support Fletching Parish Magazine


